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The topic of the day was chemical aspirators and the proper backflow prevention needed. 
The meeting was called to order 10:18 A.M., April 15, 2009 by our chair, Dennis McLaughlin.
A list of attendees (that signed in) attending the meeting is enclosed.  
Self-introductions were given by all attendees.

The Treasurer reports that there is $18,778.27 currently in The Group’s account.
A correction to the March newsletter is as follows.  “Scott also spoke on other aspects of his program pertaining to BATs and compliance issues.  Tacoma Water doesn’t require BAT’s to provide proof of a business license or insurance at this time, however, a business license is required by the City of Tacoma to do business within the City limits.  Business Licenses are tracked by the City of Tacoma’s Tax and License Department.  Tacoma fines a customer $100 per assembly for backflow assemblies that are not tested on time.  If a customer fails to install a backflow preventer, Tacoma may install one at the customer’s expense.  Imposing fines for much smaller amounts such as $25 has been found to be much less effective” 
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The meeting moved on to the main topic of the day—chemical dispensers.  Bob Eastwood led the discussion.  We had representatives from 3 vendors to share in the discussion.  They were Don Kay, District Manager from Ecolab, Chris Hayes, Region Vice President from Mt Hood Solutions, and Johnny Mavon, Assistant Manager, and Scott Wager, Branch Manager from Auto-Chlor:  System.  Bob Eastwood opened the discussion by stating that there is the need to cooperate with and to develop a dialog with the vendors.  In essence, vendors, water utilities, and health departments are “in it together” so that we all can best work together in the interest of health and safety of the citizens of the region.  Bob reminded us that the vendors are our “friends”. 
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The main issue underlying the discussion was the appropriate backflow prevention for the chemical dispensers.  It is usually the water districts that will receive the water quality complaints whenever soap or like chemicals enter the water supply within a facility.  It is very important to prevent the various chemicals from entering the water supply to safeguard the water consumer and prevent water quality complaints due these dispensers.  
The rubber sleeves within the flex-gap type of backflow prevention are supposed to burst if backsiphonage occurs.  However, they are unreliable in bursting during backsiphonage conditions and should be replaced with units that have true air gaps.  
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How can all of these air gaps (AGs) be tracked?  Individual facilities can’t track them without support from the various water districts.  Tacoma doesn’t want to normally track chemical disperser AGs except to note where flex-gaps are installed.  No one else gave a definite yes or no whether they track them or not.  
Simon Tung brought up the concept that a standard should be agreed upon by officials so that all that a vendor has to do is follow that standard that the AG is satisfactory.  Well made AGs will then assure all those who are involved that there are no arbitrary decisions made by those who inspect the chemical dispensers.  Some water purveyor representatives want to be able to see the AG and be able to place their finger through the AG.  The primary problem with AGs for these dispensers is that some customers may defeat them by placing tape or other material around them because of the problem with splash.
Don Kay from Ecolab said that all new chemical dispenser installations will have the proper AGs or reduced pressure backflow preventer (RPBA) wherever required.  Furthermore, they will replace the flex-gap dispenser fittings with the proper AGs wherever they can.  
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There was one incident in Everett where a water line was tapped off downstream of an RPBA feeding four dispensers.  Each chemical dispenser was protected with an atmospheric vacuum breaker (AVB).  After approximately two and a half years, the store manager and employees started to taste soap in their soda.  It was concluded that the disc in one of the AVBs was stuck open that resulted from the AVB being under pressure 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for 2 1/2 years.  
The gentleman from Auto-Chlor: System continued the discussion by stressing the importance of helping the customer use the right amount of chemicals.  Sometimes it is a health issue in itself and can cause a customer to be out of compliance in relation to the health regulations.  One example is putting too much ammonia into a solution which can be a health problem.  He also said that the company also checks their systems periodically, such as, every month.  They too understand the trend and need for AGs built into their equipment.
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Various components were passed around the audience to show the various units with AGs.  The unit with the flex-gap was passed around to show the difference between them and the others with the real AG that were also passed around.  A kit with small “jets” made by Dema used for ¼” hose bars was also passed around.  
 The problem of the damage that hot water can do to RPBAs was brought up.  Some customers will sometimes turn up the temperature to 150 or even 180 degrees.  The damage to the RPBA can cause the assembly to fail frequently.
Chris Hayes from Mt Hood: Solution
s also talked about the trend towards to the use of AGs.  Their fittings with the AGs are color coded to distinguish the various flow rates.  He pointed out that the chemicals are added below the AG as those made by the other companies.  Line pressure differential that is either too high or too low can adversely affect the flow rate.  Therefore, a pressure regulating valve (PRV) to even out pressure or a check valve (CV) to eliminate water hammer may help.  It must be remembered that a licensed plumber must install the PRV or CV.   
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The subject of how sink and bathtub faucets improved the problem of cross-connections when the AG was introduced came up.  AGs solved the problem until recently when some faucets now are made with pull-out sprayers that can drop into the sink—that is below the flood level rim.  The same can be applied towards the AG used in chemical dispensers.  The problem of soap or chemicals entering back into the water supply is becoming a non-issue wherever the proper AGs are used.  (It is quite burdensome placing an RPBA on every sink and bathtub outlet when a proper AG will suffice.)
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The question was asked about the chemical dispenser AG assembly approval.  It doesn’t seem that the University of Southern California approves or disapproves of this AG.  Members of the American Waterworks Association Pacific Northwest Section Cross-Connection Control Committee many years ago did not commit themselves to approving the AG.  And, the members of the Group did not vote on the AG assembly.  Dennis McLauchlin mentioned that there is the possibility that a small of soap or chemicals could “creep” backup the sidewalls of the AG.  However, there seems to be an unofficial acceptance that the proper AG found in more and more of the chemical dispensing units will work.
Someone else brought up the problem of liability if an incident from these dispensers occurred.  The owner and water purveyor could be affected.  A major problem with their installations is that the plumbing inspectors do not see them because they are put in after their inspections are over.  Backflow assembly testers should report the problem to the water purveyor.
The meeting proved to be a very helpful and profitable one for all.  Better understanding and mutual support developed as a result of the meeting.  The next day I revisited a restaurant that had a cross-connection and insufficient AGs in their chemical aspirators.  The gentleman from Ecolab that met me on site said that he had just received a call an hour earlier from the district manager that he was to change all fixtures with insufficient AGs with true AGs.
Next month’s meeting and location will be at the City of Tumwater City Hall, 555 Israel Rd SW, Tumwater, WA on May 20tth, 2009

Many thanks are given to Julio Moran, Mike Moon  for hosting the meeting at the Center House in the Seattle Center.  Many thanks are also given to Bob Eastwood and the gentlemen from Ecolab, Autochlor and Mt. Hood Solutions who also came.
The meeting adjourned at 11:59 p.m.

Bill Bruce, Secretary
The next meeting will be held in the
City of Tumwater City Hall
555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA
on May 20tth, 2009

Dennis Winchell
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WWCCPP GROUP ATTENDANCE
April 15, 2009

	NAME
	COMPANY
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Barr, Scott
	City of Monroe
	360-863-4546
	sbarr@ci.monroe.wa.us

	Bruce, William
	City of Everett
	425-257-8833
	wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us

	Bucklin, Doug
	City of Bellevue
	425-452-5208
	dbucklin@bellevuewa.gov

	Kathy Caldwell
	City of Redmond
	425-556-2847
	kcaldwell@redmond.gov

	Cantwell, Tim
	Woodinville Water District
	425-487-4125
	tcantwell@woodinvillewater.com

	Carter, Judy
	DOH
	
	judy.carter@doh.wa.gov

	Cohen, Alan
	Snohomish County PUD 
	425-783-8602
	abcohen@snopud.com

	Eastwood. Robert
	SPU
	206-233-2635
	robert.eastwood@seattle.gov

	Foreman, Fred
	City of DuPont
	253-912-5251
	fforeman@ci.dupont.wa.us

	Freeman, Todd
	City of Issaquah
	425-847-3470
	marjorieF@ci.issaquah.wa.us

	Gonzales, Mary
	Clearwater Backflow Testing
	425-773-1414 (cell)
	Petergon1@yahoo.com

	Hayes, Chris
	Mt Hood Solutions
	
	Chris.hayes@mthoodsolutions.com

	Holmes, Larry
	Olympic View Water & Sewer
	425-774-7769
	larry@ovwater.com

	Jirak, Joe
	Snohomish County PUD
	425-783-8686
	jhjirak@snopud.com

	Kay, Don
	Ecolab
	
	Don.kay@ecolab.com

	Kingsley, David
	Green River Community College
	253-288-3371
	

	Main, Robert
	On-Site Testing
	360-671-1557
	onsitetesting@yahoo.com

	McLaughlin, Dennis
	Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Assembly Service
	206-364-9531
	mclaughlinbackflowtesting@msn.com

	McMurphy, Linda
	City of Edmonds
	425-771-0235-1644
	mcmurphy@ci.edmonds.waus

	Moe, Jason
	BATman Testing
	206-228-1618
	

	Moran, Julio
	Seattle Center
	206-255-7643
	julio-moran@seattle.gov

	Munson, Alan
	City of Issaquah
	435-877-3470
	

	Ottow, Jordan
	City of Monroe
	360-863-4546
	jottow@ci.monroe.wa.us

	Purdy, Chris
	ABC Water Specialty Inc
	425-355-9826
	abcwaterspecialtyinc@verizon.net

	Purdy, William
	ABC Water Specialty Inc
	425-355-9826
	abcwaterspecialtyinc@verizon.net

	Ray, Ann
	City of Snohomish
	425-328-0059
	ray@ci.snohomish.wa.us

	Romulo, Mariano
	SPU
	206-255-2971
	

	Schank, Ryan
	Snohomish County PUD
	425-783-8916
	rlschank@snopud.com

	Tung, Simon
	WA State DOH
	360-236-3132
	simon.tung@doh.wa.gov

	Wagar, Scott
	Autochlor
	
	wagar@autochlor.net

	Walston, Rocky
	City of Bonney Lake
	253-447-4313
	walstonr@ci.bonney-lake.wa.us


	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	2009 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise.               

Business meetings to precede the topic

	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	January 21, 2009
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

10:30-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	February 18, 2009
	Irrigation Systems and Related Issues
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St SW

Edmonds, WA
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	March 18, 2009
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, test report issues,

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE 

Bellevue WA

10:00- 12:00
	Jason Moe



	April 15, 2009
	Chemical / Soap systems
	Seattle Center

Harrison St

Seattle, WA 
	Julio Moran

Seattle Center

206-255-7643

	May 20, 2009
	Table Nine Issues and Facilities
	City of Tumwater City Hall

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA
	Dennis Winchell

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA 

	June 17,  2009
	Authority Having Jurisdiction Issues
	City of Mercer Island  

8236 SE 24th Street

Community Center, Room # 101—Groveland Room
	Sandy Love
City of Mercer Island
office 206-275-7782

cell 206-718-0562

	July 15, 2009
	Fireservice Design and the difficulties of proper installation


	Woodinville Water District 17238 Woodinville-Duvall Rd.  Woodinville, WA 
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water District

(425) 487-4125

	August 19, 2009
	Annual Picnic

Methods for public Information and sending questionnaires out with water bills.
	Grass Lawn Park, 
7031 148th Ave NE 98052  Redmond, WA
	Kathy Caldwell

425-556-2847

	September 16, 2009
	Porta-ot pump trucks—where do they get water and where do they dump.


	Issaquah, WA
	Todd Freeman

	October 14, 2009
	Annual Seminar

Please note the date change
	Laquinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Mick Holte (chair), Tim Cantwell, Al Cohen, Doug Bucklin, Dennis McLauchlin, and Bob Eastwood

	November 18, 2009
	Annual Business Meeting--Elections

(Election of 2009 Group Officers)
	Northshore Utility District

6830 NE 185th St

Kenmore, WA
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	December 16, 2009
	2008 Agenda and Planning
	Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
	Casey Parks

Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
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