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Remember that your 2005 membership dues are due by March 30th.  Dues are still only $10.00. If you have not paid your dues by March 30th you will no longer receive the monthly newsletters.

The dues form can be found on the Groups web site at www.backflowgroup.org
The meeting was called to order 10:04 A.M. February 16, 2005

List of members (that signed in) attending the meeting and the upcoming agenda for the meetings for the year 2005 is enclosed.

There were self-introductions given by everyone present.

Dan Miller, chairman opened the meeting.  

The January minutes were corrected and approved.

Edmonds Public Works


February 16, 2005

Landscape Irrigation Issues

The chair gave all present the challenge to know others in the group, to communicate and ask questions, etc. in order to help all of us maintain the highest quality water.

A question was raised on the newsletter distribution.  Some were not receiving the news by email.  Treasurer, Doug Bucklin, stated that members whose dues are paid up would receive their newsletter by email.  Anyone can go online at the www.backflowgroup.org web site and download the newsletter.  

The January newsletter was approved.

More information was given regarding the repair class in May.  Backflow Assembly Testers (BATs) received letters regarding the upcoming seminar.  The address list was generated from the State list.  The seminar will be held May 23, 2005 from 7:30-4:00 at the Seattle Public Utilities building, 2700 Airport Way S.   Call Dennis McLaughlin at 206-364-9531.

Bob Eastwood set the February agenda and led the meeting on Landscape Irrigation issues.  The primary topic of discussion was on backflow irrigation system requirements.  Some of the other issues discussed are found in the subsequent paragraphs.

There were requirements specified about the various assemblies to be noted.  The atmospheric vacuum breaker (AVB) must be 6 inches above the highest sprinkler head and must not have any valves downstream.  There are a high percentage of them installed improperly.  The pressure vacuum breaker (PVB) must be installed 12 inches above the highest sprinkler head, but can have a valve downstream of it.  It is suggested that the double check valve assembly be installed approximately 12 inches below grade—similar to the depths of water meters.  It was noted that it is not always easy to determine the final grade.  Y-patterned DCVAs, such as, the Febco 805Y and the Wilkins 950XL should be installed with both check valves facing sideways.  They should be installed in boxes large enough to allow space all around them, making repair reasonably easy.  The reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA) need only be used where chemicals are injected into the irrigation system, such as, nurseries, or where water feeds ponds, fountains and other water features that do not have air gaps (AG).  

There were other problems and issues associated with these backflow preventers and irrigations.  It is very difficult to know where all of the irrigation systems are in a water jurisdiction.  It creates an inconsistency throughout that jurisdiction when some customers are complying and others are not.  Another problem results when a customer no longer needs an irrigation system or wishes not to continue with the testing of their backflow preventer.  Most jurisdictions will accept a backflow preventer that is pulled and the upstream line capped.  There was the expressed need for an emergency shut-off upstream of the backflow preventer, this valve would aid those called in for a leak.  Another problem that was brought up was the point at which air is injected into to the system to displace the water when preparing the irrigation system for winter weather.  Sometimes the air injection point (blow out) is placed upstream of the DCVA.  If a valve upstream is closed, compressed air can do damage to the DCVA.  If there no valves closed upstream, compressed air can do damage to the water distribution system or to nearby customer’s plumbing system.  There have been occasions where number one or number two test cocks have been used to do the same with similar consequences.  

BATs should help the purveyor by notifying them if there are problems of installation or if an assembly isn’t or hasn’t been on the Washington State approval list.  If an assembly is no longer on the list, it is still a legal assembly so long as it can be repaired with Manufacture parts.  Bob reminded us briefly how the State list is created.  Manufacturers must have the University of Southern California test their assemblies before they approve them.  

Other notes include that some purveyors still test while most no longer test.  It is imperative to educate those who have irrigation systems on the high level of compliance requirements.  If a hose faucet vacuum breaker (HFVB) is used for underground irrigation system; there can be no valves downstream of the HFVB. It should be six inches above the highest head and cannot be on for more than twelve hours.

There were other issues brought up.  One was the liability issue on the use of rain barrels, if they are hooked up to the hose faucet of the house that is not protected with a backflow preventer.  There are some potential problems with the connecting reclaimed water with a potable water source.  One is the probable contamination of the potable water supply.  The other one is that the amount of reclaimed water that enters the sewer system is not charged appropriate charges.  Another problem can be surveying private residences with no appointment made with the customer.  There is also the need for communication between the Cross-Connection Specialists (CCSs) and the Meter Readers.  This can present a difficulty with some jurisdictions.  Although it is a good idea for a customer to get a permit from their local administrative authority (LAA), most CCSs do not enforce LAA requirements, such as, plumbing permits for irrigation systems.  
The BAT listing is found on the Internet web site https://www.greenriver.edu/wetrc/David_BAT/BATCertificationVerification.asp.

The meeting adjourned a little after noon.
Bill Bruce, Secretary.
City of Edmonds hosted the Feb. 16, 2005 meeting.

The meeting will started at 10am and the location of the meeting was:

7710 210th St SW

The topic was Landscaping and Irrigation Issues

Attendance List

February 16, 2005

Al Cohen


Snohomish County PUD

425-783-8602

Bob Eastwood


Seattle Pubic Utilities


206-233-2635

Casey Parks


Silver Lake Water District

425-337-3647

Chris Purdy


ABC Water Specialty


425-355-9826

Cory Peltier


WSDOT



253-862-5451

Craig Swanson

Accurate Backflow Testing

206-276-0389

Dan Miller


City of Snohomish


360-568-3115

Dave Cantwell


Seattle/King County Public Health
206-233-7914

David Kingsley

Green River Comm. College

253-288-3371

David Stoller


Davey & Goliath Landscape

206-533-2157

Dennis McLaughlin
McLaughlin Backflow Testing
206-364-9531

Dominic McLaughlin

McLaughlin’s Backflow Svc

360-598-4445

Doug Bucklin


City of Redmond


425-868-8013

Ed Hoover


Retired W W



425-774-7477

Eric Johnson


Tacoma Water



253-502-8392

Frank Williamson

Backflow Testing & Services

206-842-7838

Fred Delvecchio

Green River Comm. College

253-288-3370

Fred Foreman


City of Dupont


253-912-5381

Gabriel Olivas


WSDOT



425-687-6368

Glenn Barrett


Barrett Irrigation


425-771-3792

Grant McKay


Aqua Sense



425-864-2300

Jason Simmonds

City of Lacey



360-413-4353

Jim Hollinger


Alderwood Water Dist

425-787-0250

Jim Waite


City of Edmonds


425-771-0235

Judy Jones


Washington DOH


360-236-3139

Karen Forsmark

Annapolis Water Dist


360-876-2545

Ken Troseth


Shamrock Landscape


425-864-8482


Larry Holmes


Olympic View Water


425-774-7769

Leigh Brendemuhl

Wilderness Ridge


425-745-6796

Lewis Young


AACRA



425-234-4507


Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds


425-771-0235

Michael Graves

City of Bellevue


425-542-2030

Mike Dochow


CAS Conbraco


206-405-4370

Rick Hood


City of Lacey



360-413-4353

Robert Magee


The Highridge Corporation

425-391-7779

Ron Brown


R A Brown Backflow Testing

206-226-8019

Ryan Schank


Snohomish County PUD

425-783-8959
Simon Tung


Washington DOH


360-236-3132
Terri Notestine

Washington DOH


360-236-3133

Tim Cantwell


WWD




425-487-4125

Tom Sawyer


Firgrove Water


253-845-1542

William Bruce


City of Everett



425-257-8833
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	2005 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise
and business meetings too precede the topic

	
	
	
	
	

	
	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	
	
	
	

	
	January 19, 2005
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	February 16,

2005
	Landscaping and Irrigation Issues
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St. SW
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206.233.2635

	
	March 16, 2005


	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum (open discussion)

	City of Bellevue Utilities

9:00- 12:00


	Dennis McLaughlin

Backflow Assembly Service

206.364.9531



	
	April 20, 2005
	Ozonation Process
	Cedar River Treatment Plant

Lake Young

9611 SE 36th Street
	Bob Eastwood 

Seattle Public Utilities

206.233.2635

	
	May 18, 2005
	Local Administrative Authority/Fire Dept. Pumper
	City of Snohomish

Snohomish Fire Dept. 

1525 Ave. D
	Dan Miller

360.568.3115 

	
	June 15, 2005
	Wastewater Treatment Issues
	Renton

400 Monster Rd.
	Charles Taylor

Metro King County

206.684.2417

	
	July 20, 2005
	Incident Reporting and Response
	Silverdale Water District

5300 NW Newberry Hill Rd.
	Skip Beahm

Silverdale Water District

360 692-2604

	
	August 17, 2005
	Annual Picnic
	City of Edmonds

600-3rd Ave. South (City Park)
	Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds

425.771.0235 

	
	September 21, 2005
	Fire System and Equipment Use
	City of Marysville

Marysville Fire Dept.

10701 Shoultes Rd.

Marysville, WA 98271
	Ryan Schank

Snohomish County PUD

425.783.8959

	
	October19, 2005
	Annual Seminar
	Fife

Time TBD
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water Dist.

425.487.4125

	
	November 16, 2005
	Annual Business Meeting

(Election of 2006 Group Officers)
	City of Lacey

1200 College St. SE
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	December 21, 2005
	2006 Planning
	City of Seattle

Seattle Public Utilities Operations
	Dan Miller

City of Snohomish

360.568.3115


