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Meeting at City of Edmonds Public Utilities.

Our Chair, Tim Cantwell, called the meeting to order at 10:06 A.M. on February 15, 2006.

Self-introductions were given.

There was a correction to the minutes.  The January minutes stated that new PINs were issued.  That was incorrect.  The same PINs were used as last year.  Otherwise, the minutes were approved.  There was also a reminder that this year’s dues can be paid at any time.

The treasurer’s report stated that there is a balance of $16,405.

There was the continued discussion regarding the cross-connection specialist public listing mail out to collect the names of those cross-connection specialists who may be interested in consulting with smaller water systems to help them with their cross-connection programs.  Questions were raised regarding the number of connections that Group A and B water systems needed to be in their category.  Also, it was sanitary surveys that revealed the need for the cross-connection control program in the smaller water systems.

There was discussion regarding the upcoming seminar in October.  The feasibility of holding a seminar in partnership with WETRC was raised.  Fred Delvecchio from WETRC said that WETRC would hold a seminar even if the Group does not.   However, it has been learned that WETRC personnel has stated that it will not be able to participate in this seminar.  

There was also discussion about the upcoming meeting in July at Silverdale and the need for a speaker.  The topic planned is “Quality Assurance/Quality Control In Testing and Reporting”.  Dan Miller spoke on the filming of “It’s a BAT’s Life” that would the right meeting to present in line with the topic of the month.  Dan Miller led the discussion and said that he emailed a number of individuals who he thought might volunteer.  He said that the format of the film should be informal and that a mistake or two during the test would raise good discussion.  It is hoped that the film will be ready for the July meeting. 

Dan Miller gave a report from the Committee regarding “The Group” sponsoring scholarships.  They are continuing to work on the details.  He said that the scholarship agenda and program needs to go before the board first, then the members and finally incorporated into the by-laws of the Group’s constitution.  The details of the scholarship should be spelled out in the document that would become the new amendment to the constitution. The Group can also learn from how the American Water Works Association Pacific Northwest Section Cross-Connection Control Committee (AWWA-PNWS-CCCC) has established their scholarship fund.  There is an upcoming AWWA-PNWS-CCCC meeting that will be held in the Willow Room at the Red Lion Inn at the Park in Spokane.  This will precede the two-day seminar that will take place there.
The committee is preparing to update the “Cross-Connection Control Manual: Accepted Procedure and Practice-Sixth Edition, December 1995”—the Yellow Manual.  This is the time to review the manual and send Scott Hallenberg comments and areas that need changing.  Also the committee is putting together a roster of members and changes/additions to the membership.

The main topic of the day is Irrigation Systems and Backflow Prevention.  Michael Graves was able to compile a number of pamphlets and standards from various water districts.  They should make an excellent resource for all to help to increase uniformity throughout the region.  Primary issues that were discussed were backflow assembly testing, including when they should be tested; winterizing the assemblies; a new style reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA) with a freeze retardant valve; installation permits; and proper installation of the various backflow prevention assemblies (BFAs) used in irrigation systems.

The requirements concerning when to test irrigation BFAs varies per water district.  Many jurisdictions prefer to have customers’ irrigation BFAs tested in the spring because it assures them that the BFA is readied by testing and maintenance before the irrigation season.  Other jurisdictions are more flexible as to the time of year.  It is helpful to work with the customer on such matters and to try to coordinate the testing of the irrigation BFA with others that are due for the same facility.

Another issue that was brought up was BFA winterizing.  There were questions raised about closing number one and number two shut off valves of the assembly to allow for the draining of the BFA during winter.  Of course that raised the question of a cross-connection of that BFA during the winter.  Some jurisdictions will not allow that.  The Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) requires that a shut off valve be placed upstream of the BFA, which makes it easier to isolate the entire assembly. Another problem that was brought up relative to winterizing the irrigation system is when air is injected into the system to displace the water when preparing the irrigation system for winter weather.  Sometimes the air injection point (blow out) is placed upstream of the DCVA, into one of the test cocks, or downstream of the assembly with the number two shut-off still open.  If a valve upstream of the BFA is closed, compressed air can do damage to the DCVA.  If there are no valves closed upstream, compressed air can do damage to the water distribution system or to nearby a customer’s plumbing system.  There have been occasions where number one or number two test cocks have been used to do the same with similar consequences.  

The existence of a new RPBA that has a freeze retardant valve built in that will allow that valve to open up to drip during cold weather can help some BFAs survive cold weather that would not otherwise make it.  It is still suggested that such assemblies that are placed outside, be placed in a hot box with heat tape.

The issue about the need for permits for installations of irrigation BFAs was also brought up.  Some water districts require such a permit and will charge a fee on behalf of the local building official.  Mercer Island charges $65.00 for such permit.  Water purveyors are responsible for the proper installation of these assemblies.  It was also noted that backflow assembly testers (BATs) can note on the test report if there are problems with installations which should then prompt the water purveyor to investigate and request a correction in the installation of that assembly.  Of course, gross violations should take priority for requesting customer corrections.

Although the standards that were handed out early in the meeting should be helpful to water districts in achieving a degree of uniformity in installation procedures and practices, they still vary per water district. The following is a general brief guideline to summarize highlights in the proper BFA installation.  Keep in mind, though, that there are minor differences between jurisdictions. They should be contacted for more details.  The atmospheric vacuum breaker (AVB) must be 6 inches above the highest sprinkler head and must not have any valves downstream.  There are a high percentage of them installed improperly.  The pressure vacuum breaker (PVB) must be installed 12 inches above the highest sprinkler head, but can have a valve downstream of it.  It is suggested that the double check valve assembly be installed approximately 12 inches below grade—similar to the depths of water meters.  It was noted that it is not always easy to determine the final grade.  Y-patterned DCVAs, such as, the Febco 805Y and the Wilkins 950XL should be installed with both check valves facing sideways.  They should be installed in boxes large enough to allow space all around them, making repair reasonably easy.  The reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA) need only be used where chemicals are injected into the irrigation system, such as in nurseries, where water feeds ponds, and in fountains and other water features that do not have air gaps (AG).  

The possibility was raised that those standards that were handed out could be placed on the website.  That is a question that Doug Bucklin can answer best.

Annual dues ($10:00) are due by March 30 for 2006. You can get the membership form on The Group website at www.backflowgroup.org
The meeting adjourned at 12:04.

Bill Bruce, Secretary
The next meeting will be held at

City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE

9:00- 12:00--February 15, 2006

Discussion will be the Backflow Assembly Testers Forum (open discussion)
Please go to sites such as www.mapquest.com for a map and directions to the facility.

There is no upper lot parking available unless you have a handicap parking sticker, and, carpooling is recommended. 
People can e-mail Michael Graves at mgraves@ci.bellevue.wa.us for another copy of the flyer which also has all the directions and a map. 

Driving Directions to the Bellevue Service Center 
2901 115th Ave NE, Bellevue 

From I-405 heading North: To LOWER Lot  
From I-405 north, take the Bellevue NE 4th St exit. 

Turn right and drive east 1 block to 116th Ave. 

Turn left and drive north to Northup Way (where 116th ends). 
Turn left and drive west to NE 33rd Pl. (past the rental place). 
Make a sharp right. This road will proceed directly into our parking lot. 
Look for the stairway going up the hillside. Park near it, and climb the stairs. 
At the top of the stairs, turn right and walk through the parking lot almost to the end of the building. Look for a sign on your left directing you into the building.    

                                   From I-405 heading South: To LOWER Lot       

From I-405 south, take the NE 8th St. exit, going east. 
Turn right and drive 1 block to 116th Ave, turn left onto 116th.  Drive north to Northup Way (where 116th ends). 
Turn left and drive west to NE 33rd Pl. (past the rental place). 
Make a sharp right. This road will proceed directly into our parking lot. 
Look for the stairway going up the hillside. Park near it, and climb the stairs. 
At the top of the stairs, turn right and walk through the parking lot almost to the end of the building. Look for a sign on your left directing you into the building. 
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	NAME
	COMPANY
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Alan Cohen
	Snoh. Co. PUD #1
	425-783-8602
	abcohen@snopud.com

	Brad Briggs
	Advanced Testing
	425-337-4175
	BriggsBrad@AOL.com

	Charles Taylor
	King County Metro
	206-684-2417
	

	Chris Purdy
	ABC Water Specialty Inc
	425-355-9826
	abcwaterspecialtyinc@verizon.net

	Dan Miller
	City of Snohomish
	360-568-7070
	miller@ci.snohomish.wa.us

	Danford Moore
	Northwest Water Systems
	369-876-0958
	danford@nwwatersystems.com

	Dave Sheldon
	Northern Waters Inc
	425-672-9242
	northernwaters@integrity.com

	Dennis McLaughlin
	McLaughlin’s Backflow Testing
	206-364-4531
	mclaughlinbackflowtesting@msn.com

	Dominic McLaughlin
	McLaughlin Peninsula Backflow Svc
	360-598-4445
	chefdiver@comcast.net

	Earl Varner
	City of Bremerton
	360-473-5927
	Earl.Varner@ci.bremerton.wa.us

	Fred Delvecchio
	WETRC
	253-288-3370
	fdelvecchio@greenriver.edu

	Fred Foreman
	City of DuPont
	253-964-8121
	fforeman@ci.dupont.wa.us

	Gabriel Olivas
	Phoenix Landscape Maint.
	425-687-6368
	Phoenixlm@earthlink.net

	Jim Waite
	City of Edmonds
	425-771-0235
	waite@ci.edmonds.wa.us

	Ken Yette
	City of Bainbridge Island
	206-780-3583
	Kwyette@ci.bainbridge-Isl.wa.us

	Larry Holmes
	Olympic View Water
	425-774-7769
	Larry@ovwater.com

	Lewis Young
	Aacra Testing
	425-334-4507
	LewisYoung@msn.com

	Linda McMurphy
	City of Edmonds
	425-771-0235
	McMurphy@ci.edmonds.wa.us

	Michael Graves
	City of Bellevue
	425-452-2030
	mgraves@ci.bellevue.wa.us

	Rob Main
	On Site Testing
	360-671-1557
	onsitetesting@yahoo.com

	Ron Brown
	R A Brown Backflow Testing
	425-821-6801
	rabrownbft@yahoo.com

	Ron King
	A-Bat
	425-334-6423
	

	Ryan Schank
	Snoh. Co PUD #1
	425-783-8916
	rlschank@snopud.com

	Scott Hallenberg
	Tacoma Water
	253-502-8215
	shallenb@ci.tacoma.wa.us

	Simon Tung
	WA State Dept of Health
	360-236-3132
	Simon.tung@doh.wa.gov

	Van Ingram-Lock
	City of Kirkland
	425-587-3907
	vlock@ci.kirkland.wa.us



	William Bruce
	City of Everett
	425-257-8833
	wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us


	
	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	
	2006 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise
and business meetings to precede the topic

	
	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	January 18, 2006
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	February 15,

2006
	Landscaping and Irrigation Issues

Notes: Graves will try and contact as many water districts as possible to try and get copies of their irrigation DCVA standards to hand out. Dave Sheldon, from Northern Waters, will contact WA Assoc of Landsc Prof and the Irr Assoc to invite members and attendees in the landscape industry 
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St. SW
	Michael Graves

City of Bellevue

425-452-2030

	
	March 15, 2006


	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum (open discussion)

Notes: Graves will try to get someone from fire marshals office to answer pre-submitted questions about the new WAC 212 requirements.

ATS will help put questions together
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE

9:00- 12:00


	Dennis McLaughlin

Backflow Assembly Service

206.364.9531



	
	April 19, 2006
	Lake Chaplain/Everett Treatment Plant tour
	Everett treatment plant
	Al Cohen

Snohomish County PUD

425-783-8602

	
	May 17, 2006
	Customer Service and Cross Connection
	City of Snohomish

Snohomish Fire Dept. 

1525 Ave. D
	Dan Miller

360.568.3115 

	
	June 21, 2006
	Water Re-Use and

Tour of Metro King County 

Pumping station
	Alki Beach

TBA
	Charles Taylor

Metro King County

206.684.2417

	
	July 19, 2006
	Quality Assurance/Quality Control

In testing and reporting

Notes:Dan Miller and other volunteers to work on testing video, Fred Delveccio will check with proctors for input
	Silverdale Water District

5300 NW Newberry Hill Rd.
	Skip Beahm

Silverdale Water District

360 692-2604

	
	August 16, 2006
	Annual Picnic
	City of Edmonds

600-3rd Ave. South (City Park)
	Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds

425.771.0235 

	
	September 20, 2006
	Fire System and Equipment Use

And discussion on flow through systems

Notes: purveyors encouraged to bring local fire administrator for input and discussion
	City of Marysville

Marysville Fire Dept.

10701 Shoultes Rd.

Marysville, WA 98271
	Ryan Schank

Snohomish County PUD

425.783.8959

	
	October18, 2006
	Annual Seminar
	Fife

Time TBD
	Mike Graves\Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water Dist.

425.487.4125

	
	November 15, 2006
	Annual Business Meeting

(Election of 2007 Group Officers)
	City of Lacey

1200 College St. SE
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	December 13, 2006
	2007 Planning
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St. SW
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water District

425-487-4125


