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The Group membership dues are due by March 31st. Dues are still only $10.00

Please note that the March meeting topic and location are at the end of this report.

Dennis McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.

Self-introductions were given and the attendance sheet was passed around to be signed. List of members attending the meeting is enclosed.

Old Business: January Meeting Minutes.

Dennis talked about the upcoming BAT forum in March
Landscape Irrigation Issues was the Topic for February’s Meeting.

Bob Eastwood (Seattle Public Utilities) handed out an Agenda for this topic and a diagram of a DCVA installation.  Topics that were discussed were: 

Backflow requirements on Landscape Irrigation

It was discussed that communication was the key for uniformity in the installation of Backflow Assemblies for irrigation uses.  WALP (Washington Assoc. Landscaping Professionals) is an association for irrigation companies.

Review of proper installations (Bob supplied handouts)

Main goal of everyone was to make the potable water safe to drink.  Water Purveyors have pamphlets that show the different types of Backflow Assemblies for the different systems.  It was suggested that at the beginning of the irrigation season all interested parties would have a meeting.  This would make everyone’s job easier for the season.  Tim Cantwell (Woodinville Water) talked about Woodinville’s handout and that there were options for the customers and to check with the water district on their requirements.  Also it was discussed that it is Vital for the Purveyors to get needed information on new assemblies and for the testers to document failed tests on their reports.  It was mentioned that some homeowners want to install their own units themselves.  It is important that these homeowners select the proper units for their system that meet the water purveyor’s requirements.  

Another subject brought up was that the homeowner is unaware of the annual testing of the backflow assembly and become disgruntled and does not want to comply with the required testing.  Suggestions were discussed on how to better communicate with the customer.  Scott Hallenberg (Tacoma Water) discussed how his district preferred to decommission an irrigation assembly at the customer’s request.  Some districts request “cut” and “cap” with removal of the assembly, locking off the water, and some go a little further and have the irrigation heads removed.  Also discussed was irrigation systems connected directly to the hose bibs, drip systems, atmospheric vacuum breakers and the proper backflow protection needed for these systems.  It was brought up that the liability of the backflow assembly is on the customer and homeowners insurance does not cover that.  Conclusion of the topic was there needed to be a partnership with all parities involved.

Washington State approved list of backflow assemblies.

The web site for the WA State approved list of backflow assemblies was discussed and some people were having trouble getting on the site.  There had been some problems with the site.  Make sure to check your e-mail for the password.  The Combraco Rep was present Mike Dochow and offered to answer any questions.

Discussion of various inspection procedures by Water Purveyor’s.

The group talked about inspections and numerous water purveyor’s discussed how they did their inspections.  Some districts required permits and some did not.  Prices for the permits varied.  Assemblies were easier to track when a district requires permits.   It was agreed that it was more organized with the use of permits.

Also some purveyors have the help of their meter readers to find irrigations systems that may not be in compliance 

Discussion of annual testing required by DOH.

Test reports tie the water purveyor to the assembly/customer. If that customer changes then that needs to be documented. Dennis (McLaughlin Backflow Testing Service) noted that some assemblies may not be approved assemblies and/or not installed correctly

Discussion of repair issues, replacement, and test reports.

Many subjects were brought up.  Need to communicate with each other on assemblies that are replaced so that each assembly is tracked.  There is sometimes confusion on old assemblies and new replacement assemblies.  It is vital to have the database accurate.  

Another subject discussed is the uniformity of the test report forms. Almost all the water purveyors will accept “The Group” backflow test report form.  Site maps for different districts was discussed and the availability to obtain a copy.  

Next issue that was discussed was Rainwater Harvesting, which is an impact to CCC’s.  Some King County buildings are using rainwater for urinals etc.  As of today this is wide open with no permitting requested. You can view Rainwater systems on the City of Portland Bureau of Buildings web site.  It was decided there wasn’t a great savings for the homeowner to use rainwater but commercially there could be a savings.  The sewer charge reduction could be a motivator to use Rainwater Harvesting.  Conservation could be the motivator instead of monetary benefits on Rainwater Harvesting.  Degree of hazard on fountains and ornamental ponds was talked about and auto fill systems.  

Donna Haas and Tim Hiltz from Skagit County PUD brought to the table concerns on sewer pumps and wastewater lift stations.  There were numerous suggestions on this subject.  Terri Notesdine suggested sending comments to her at terri.notesline@doh.wa.gov
Dennis adjourned the meeting at 12:05 and it was seconded.  Ed Hoover won the door prize.

Tacoma Public Utilities will host the March 17th meeting.

The meeting will start at 10am and the location of the meeting is:

3628 South 35th St       Tacoma

Topic will be Backflow Assembly Testers Forum.

Chris Purdy

Secretary

The Group

Attendance List

February 18th, 2004

City of Edmonds

Alan Cohen


SNO PUD 1




425-783-8602

Bill Kuhlman


Alderwood Water District


425-787-0250

Bob Barnes Jr.


Advanced Irrigation



253-833-6220

Bob Eastwood


Seattle Pubic Utilities



206-233-2635

Bob Heivilin


Shoreline Water District


206-366-1742

Casey Parks


Silverlake WD




425-356-9161

Chris Purdy


ABC Water Specialty



425-355-9826

Chris Schutz


Backflow Assembly Testing


425-774-3473

Craig Penner


City Rain




206-324-7689

Dan Miller


City of Snohomish



360-568-3115

Darin Schnee


Always Testing



206-776-9311

Darren DeMontes

Alderwood Water District


425-787-0250

Dave Cantrell


Snohomish County PDS


425-388-3311 x2172
Dennis McLaughlin

McLaughlin Backflow Testing Service
206-364-9531

Derek Johnson


Firgrove Mutual Water Inc.


253-845-1542

Dominie McLaughlin

McLaughlen’s Peninsula Backflow

360-598-4445

Donna Haas


Skagit PUD




360-424-7104

Doug Bucklin


City of Redmond



425-556-2847

Earl Varner


City of Bremerton

Ed Hoover


Retired / U of W



425 774-7477

Fred Delvecchio

WETRC




253-288-3370

Fred Foreman


City of Dupont Water

Gabriel Olivas


WSDOI




425-687-6368

Gary Hodge


The Highridge Corp.



425-391-7779

Jim Barth


Jebco Horticultural  Service


425-766-2965

Jose Blandon


Blandon Irrigation



206-255-7356

Karen Olafseu


Annapolis Water District


360-876-2545

Ken Yette


City of Bainbridge Island


206-780-3583

Larry R. Holmes

Olympia View Water



425-774-7769

Lewis Young


AACRA




425-334-4507

Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds



425-771-0235

Michael Patten

WETRC




253-863-7001

Mike Dochow


Cas Conbraco




206-405-4370

Paul E.Frederion

Certified Backflow Assy Tests

888-718-0500

Rick Hanson


Backflow Testing



425-778-5363

Roger Summy


Advance Testing & Service


425-337-4175

Ron King


A-BAT




425-334-6423

Ryan Schank


SNO PUD 1




425-783-8916

Scott Arima


Mt. Fuji Gardening and Ldscp.

253-862-0167

Scott Hallenberg

Tacoma Water




253-502-8215

Simon Tung


WA State DOH





Terri Notestine

WA State DOH



360-236-3133

Tim Cantwell


Woodinville Water District


425-487-4125

Tim Cantwell


Woodinville Water District


425-487-4125

Tim Hiltz


Skagit County PUD



360-424-7104

Todd Tandecki

Covington Water District


253-631-0565

Vicky Alward


PUD#1 of Clallam Co.


360-565-3254

William Bruce


City of Everett Public Works


425-257-8833
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	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	 
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	Terri Notestine

	
	January 21, 2004
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities
	WSDOH

	
	 
	 
	 
	360-236-3133

	
	 
	
	 
	Bob Eastwood

	
	February 18, 2004
	Landscape Irrigation Issues
	City of Edmonds
	Seattle Public Utilities

	
	 
	
	 
	206-233-2635

	
	 
	 
	
	Dennis McLaughlin

	
	March 17, 2004
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum
	Tacoma Public Utilities
	Backflow Assembly Service

	
	 
	 
	
	206-364-9531

	
	 
	
	 
	Karen Lanning

	
	April 21, 2004
	Table 9 Issues
	City of Mercer Island
	Seattle Public Utilities

	
	 
	
	 
	206-233-2633

	
	 
	 
	
	Bill Bruce

	
	May 19, 2004
	Incident Response and Reporting
	City of Edmonds
	City of Everett

	
	 
	 
	
	425-257-8833

	
	 
	
	 
	Roger Nottage

	
	June 16, 2004
	Local Administrative Authority Issues
	City of Seattle Operations
	Fruitland Mutual Water

	
	 
	
	 
	253-848-5519

	
	 
	 
	
	Skip Beahm

	
	July 21, 2004
	(Topic to be determined)
	Silverdale Water District
	Silverdale Water District

	
	 
	 
	
	360-692-2604

	
	 
	
	 
	Linda McMurphy

	
	August 18, 2004
	Current Issues - Annual Picnic
	City of Edmonds
	City of Edmonds

	
	 
	
	 
	425-771-0235

	
	 
	 
	
	Larry Holmes

	
	September 15, 2004
	Fire Systems Forum
	City of Seattle
	Olympic View Water

	
	 
	 
	
	425-774-7769

	
	 
	
	 
	Tim Cantwell

	
	October 2004
	Annual Seminar
	Tacoma
	Woodinville Water District

	
	 
	
	 
	425-483-9104

	
	 
	 
	
	Dennis McLaughlin

	
	November 17, 2004
	Annual Business Meeting
	Lakehaven Utilities District
	Backflow Assembly Service

	
	 
	 
	
	206-364-9531

	
	 
	
	 
	Dennis McLaughlin

	
	December 15, 2004
	2005 Planning
	Seattle Public Utilities Operations
	Backflow Assembly Service

	
	 
	 
	 
	206-364-9531


