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2008 Annual Summary Report (ASR) Training Session.
The meeting was called to order 9:22 A.M. January 16, 2008 by the new Chair Dennis McLaughlin.
A list of members (that signed in) attending the ASR meeting is enclosed.

Self-Introductions were given.
Dennis McLaughlin encouraged attendees to become Group members, because of the benefits that can be obtained, including the monthly newsletter.  The dues form can be obtained from Mary Gonzales directly or from The Group website:  www.backflowgroup.org  Dennis also asked attendees to submit their ideas for future Group meeting topics.
The Treasurer reports that there is $18,438.08 currently in The Group’s account.
We received a reminder from Dennis McLaughlin that membership dues should be paid by March 1st, 2009 at the still low rate of $10.00 for the year.
The meeting continued with Terri Notestine presenting an update to the Washington State Department of Health’s Cross-Connection Control (CCC) Program and a training session to help water purveyors complete their Annual CCC Summary Reports (ASR) for the 2008 calendar year.  DOH requires community water systems with 1,000 or more connections to submit ASRs.  For the 2008 reporting year, there are 225 systems that must complete ASRs.  The presentation was given in several sections.  Among the items discussed were changes due to the State budget crisis, minor changes to the CCC regulations, high-hazard compliance issues, the 2007 ASR results, compliance issues and results, and changes in operator certification legislation.  

Terri started her presentation by stating how the State budget crisis has impacted the Water Quality Section (WQS) of the Department of Health (DOH).  The WQS doesn’t anticipate any layoffs in the section in the near future.  However, there will be less in-state and no out-of-state travel.  There will also be no DOH sponsored ASR training this year.  The Drinking Water Seminars have also been canceled.  There will be no hard copy handouts of this or other presentations.  Instead staff will provide electronic copies.  Also, due to printing costs, DOH did not provide hard copies of the ASR forms with the notification letters.  In addition, Terri has been assigned new responsibilities in the groundwater under surface water influence (GWI) program, which lessens the time she has available for the CCC program.

Terri continued her presentation by discussing the reasons for the drinking water regulation revisions which were municipal water law, federal long-term 2, and enhanced surface water rule.  Terri continued discussing CCC regulation changes, including those to clarify the language and implement a directive by the Governor to use “plain talk” to make the regulations easier to read.  DOH posts the revised drinking water regulations on the Office of Drinking Water (ODW) website http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw/  Click on the Final Rule option for the state drinking water regulations and publication # 331-355 for the CCC rules and definitions.  

The regulation clarifications included definition, general requirement, changes to some of the minimum elements, and backflow preventers that protect the public water system.  Other clarifications also included severe health hazard premises such as wastewater treatment plants (WWTPs) and nuclear facilities that require an air gap (AG) at the premises or premise isolation with reduced pressure backflow prevention assemblies (RPBAs) in combination with in-plant AGs.  Other clarifications pertained to exceptions, backflow preventer installations, inspection and testing and incident reporting.  

Terri continued the presentation with highlights and trends found in the 2007 ASR report results.  She noted that there is an increase in the number of jurisdictions being included in the ASR reporting process, increased protection of high hazard facilities, and the total number of RPBAs and Double Check Valves (DCVAs) that are being used to protect public water systems (PWS).  

She then talked about the severe hazard questionnaire and particularly the WWTP compliance issue.  WWTPs require an in-plant AG anywhere in the treatment process where water has the potential to come into contact with sewage.  This includes the possibility where water can come into contact with seal water, plant wash down water, water used to clean screens or rack bars, water used to flush lines, water to control foaming, and chlorination water.  

220 ASR systems submitted the severe hazard gray questionnaire with their 2007 ASR forms.  111 systems reported that they didn’t serve any WWTPs or nuclear facilities.  109 systems served 143 WWTPs and 5 nuclear facilities.  DOH has tentatively “matched” 113 WWTPs served by ASR systems and 200 WWTPs with non-ASR water systems with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) permit information supplied by the Department of Ecology.  Fifty six percent of the water systems reported to be in full compliance with the WAC (premises isolation with RPBA and in-plant AGs).  Thirty nine percent of the PWS reported serving WWTPs with premises isolation RPBAs but no in-plant AGs.  One system had premises isolation protection with an AG.  

DOH sent ASR systems a completed severe health hazard report (hard copy) with the 2008 ASR notification letter.  DOH is trying to collect complete information on the status of backflow protection for wastewater treatment plants and nuclear facilities served by each jurisdiction.  ASR systems must fill in missing information on the report or check the No Change box.  ASR systems must submit the gray form to DOH manually, since it is not available on this year’s Web-based application.  Systems may scan and e-mail their forms to cccprogram@doh.wa.gov, fax them to (360) 236-2252, or mail them to the Office of Drinking Water, CCC Program, P. O. Box 47822, Olympia, WA 98504-7822

DOH will continue to focus on those with high hazard facilities for compliance including wastewater related facilities, nuclear plants, medical facilities, auxiliary water supplies interconnected with PWS, mortuaries and dedicated irrigation systems with chemical addition.  Based on the 2007 ASR DOH identified about 35 water systems with 141 unprotected selected high-hazard premises.  “Pre-emptive” e-mails were sent to PWSs in November 2008 giving systems the opportunity to correct any 2007 ASR reporting errors and to let DOH know if the PWS addressed the premises in 2008.  This approach enabled systems to avoid receiving formal compliance letters from DOH.  DOH plans to mail formal compliance letters early in February 2008.

Current compliance issues include premises isolation for multi-tenant facilities, such as strip malls and multi-story buildings, isolation of existing buildings, such as medical facilities and the difficulty of retrofitting reduced pressure backflow assemblies (RPBAs).  Terri and Simon will develop an issue paper for management regarding these issues based on 2008 survey received from 78 PWSs out of 225 ASR systems.

The next issue discussed was modifying the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) to better establish DOH authority to take disciplinary action against operators in response to increased complaints against backflow assembly testers (BATs).  House Bill (HB1283 and Senate Bill SB5199 are pending before the Legislature.  The proposed changes add BAT and cross-connection specialist (CCS) definitions, clarify that “operator” includes BATs and CCSs, clarify that BATs and CCSs must be certified and clarifies conditions for revoking or suspending certification.  The last clarification would enable DOH to revoke or suspend an operator’s certification for fraud, deceit, or gross negligence in testing or maintenance of devices intended to protect a public water system from contamination.  The progress of bills can be tracked online by accessing http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/   For technical questions, call Rich Server at (360) 236-3093.

Washington State HB2575 passed in 2007.  This bill required the State Building Code Council (SBCC) to form a technical advisory group and to research issues, barriers, and incentives on voluntary installation of fire sprinkler systems in private residences.  Those barriers are a lack of education, lack of preferred design and installation/guidelines, cost and cost recovery of installation, cost for permit and inspection, increased hook-up fees, water shut-off issues and the Water Use Efficiency Rule credit for use of larger meters.  The final report recommendations were to direct SBCC to the convene a technical advisory group, review design standards, and take actions to eradicate barriers with such methods as statutory/legislative, codes/standards and administrate the laws and codes pertaining to fire sprinkler systems..

On the federal level a Technical Advisory Group was formed to advise the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding the Total Coliform Rule Changes and possible development of a Distribution System Rule.  The Agreement in Principle was published.  CCC was not included, because the Advisory Group felt more research was needed.

DOH plans to publish the next Approved Assemblies List in February 2009.  The List must be requested each year.  DOH cannot post the List online due to restriction imposed by USC.  DOH prefers that requests be made online at www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw/
The ASR portion was broken into three sections--the background to the ASR, what’s new for 2008, and a live demonstration on the actual Department of Health (DOH) web site.  Questions were answered throughout the session.  DOH has collected data for years 2001 through 2007.  This data collection is important for enhancing the implementation of DOH’s CCC program to improve public health, compliance, establish DOH program direction and better respond to CCC inquiries.  Regarding the ASR, year-to-year improvements are being made in form clarity, PWS reporting and data quality.  

All ASR forms (green, cream, and blue) must be submitted online.  Users may download blank hard copies forms for use as drafts or for practice.  Systems should ensure they update their Contact Information before they access new forms.  This contact information is used to pre-populate fields on the forms.  

The use of the Save and Submit buttons and e-mail confirmations were clarified.  The Save button should be used for work in progress and the submit button should be used to send final forms to DOH.  The CCC Program Manager receives confirmation emails for each save and both the CCC Program Manager and Public Water Systems (PWS) Manager receive an email confirmation when the ASR is submitted.  
Two cautions that should be noted are a session timer and the import feature.  The session timer appears in the lower left corner of the screen and is set at 30 minutes when you begin a web-based session.  The timer resets every time you save, submit, or change pages.  You can import 2007 information into the 2008 forms.  This feature is a one time option that is available when starting a new blue or cream form.  
Inventory data that is required but probably not tracked yet by many utilities are those Backflow Prevention Assemblies that are either newly installed or removed from the system that are replacements or just removed from the system for other reasons.

Further cautions and help were given.  An example was Exceptions.  They can be used for high hazard facilities that do not have any of the actual high hazards typically found in that type of facility.  But do not duplicate an Exception from a previous year.  If you recently sent manually completed Exception (green) forms to DOH with your CCC compliance responses, you must use the Web-based application for the 2008 reporting year to document those exceptions.

Also remember that both assemblies that make up a detector assembly (DCDA or RPDA) count as one assembly for DOH reporting.  Also if one detector assembly fails, it counts as a failed assembly.  Both assemblies have to pass for the DCDA or RPDA to pass.  
It is possible to save blank and completed ASR forms to your computer.  Once saved, you can fill out the ASR forms on your computer if you use the Word format.  The Help and Frequently Asked Question files can be saved or printed out in either PDF or Word format from the Downloads page.  The Medical Category Resource Table on the Downloads page can be used as an aid to help purveyors identify medical facilities in their service area.
Thanks are given to Terri and Simon for the presentation and for their assistance in editing the main content of this newsletter.  And, thanks to Scott Hallenberg and Tacoma Public Utilities for use of the facility and equipment.

Also please note because of the difficulty compiling the attendance list of January’s meeting, some individuals’ names may not appear on the list below if they did not sign in properly.

Note that there will be a one day seminar on February 19, 2009 sponsored by the Spokane Regional Cross-Connection Control Committee (SRC4).  The cost is $80.00 registration and a continental breakfast begins at 6:30 AM.  The seminar will be held at the Red Lion Hotel at the Park.  You can go online at www.srcr.org for more details.

The meeting adjourned at 12:22 p.m.

Bill Bruce, Secretary
The following attachment of Terri Notestine and Simon Tung’s presentation will be found in the following Adobe pdf attachment.
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The next meeting will be held in 
City of Edmonds

7110 210th St SW

Edmonds, WA
on February 18, 2009

Linda McMurphy

(425) 771-0235 Ext 1644
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January 2009 Meeting Attendance
	NAME
	COMPANY
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Adamson, Kim
	Cowlitz PUD/BHSD
	360-636-3860
	kadamson@beaconhillsewer.org

	Barnum, Jason
	City of Westport
	360-268-9865
	

	Bennett, Anthony
	US Navy – Bremerton
	360-476-0381
	anthony.bennett@navy.mil

	Boone, Brent
	City of Aberdeen
	360-537-3223
	bboone@aberdeeninfo.com

	Bruce, William
	City of Everett
	425-257-8833
	wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us

	Bucklin, Doug
	City of Redmond
	425-868-8013
	dbucklin@redmond.gov

	Cantwell, Tim
	Woodinville Water District
	425-487-4125
	tcantwell@woodinvillewater.com

	Cassinelli, Dean
	Firgrove Mutual Water Co.
	
	dean@firgrove.org

	Craig, Mike
	Mt. View-Edgewood Water Co
	253-863-7348
253-606-4549
	mtviewmike@comcast.net

	DeMontes, Darren
	Alderwood Water Dist.
	425-781-0250
	darrend@alderwoodwater.com

	Eastwood. Robert
	SPU
	206-233-2635
	robert.eastwood@seattle.gov

	Fair, Muriel
	SPU Water
	206-386-9885
	

	Foote, Greg
	City of Gig Harbor
	253-851-8406
	footeg@cityofgigharbor.net

	Foreman, Fred
	City of DuPont
	253-912-5251
	fforeman@ci.dupont.wa.us

	Forsmark, Karen
	West Sound Utility District
	360-876-25 45
	kformark@wsud.us

	Freeman, Todd
	City of Issaquah
	425-847-3470
	marjorieF@ci.issaquah.wa.us

	Galloway, Greg
	City of Bothell
	425-488-0118
	greg.galloway@ci.bothell.wa.us

	Graves, Michael
	City of Bellevue
	425-452-2030
	mgraves@ci.bellevue.wa.us

	Mary Gonzales              
	Backflow Assembly Tester
	425-773-1414
	petergon1@yahoo.com

	Gubbe, Kim
	Thurston PUD
	360-357-8783
	kgubbe@thurstonpud.com

	Hallenberg, Scott
	Tacoma Water
	253-502-8215
	shallenb@cityoftacoma.org

	Heidt, Ed
	Silver Lake Water Dist.
	425-337-3647
	heidt@skagitpud.org

	Herrin, Brett
	Soos Creek Water & Sewere
	253-630-9900
	bherrin@sooscreek.com

	Hines, Reger
	City of Westport
	360-268-9865
	

	Holte, Mick
	Northshore Utility Dist.
	425-398-4417
	mholte@nud.net

	Konkler, Vince
	City of Auburn
	253-288-3169
	vkonkler@auburnwa.gov

	Landon, Miles
	Lakewood Water
	253-588-4423
	mlandon@lakewoodwaterdist.org

	Lee, Mike
	City of Bellingham, Public Works
	360-676-6850
	MLee@cob.org

	Lind, Dana
	City of Ellensburg
	509-962-7278
	lindd@ci.ellensburg.wa.us

	Love, Sandy
	City of Mercer Island
	236-275-7787
	sandy.love@mercergov.org

	McDaniel, Brian
	City of Wenatchee
	509-664-5982
	bmcdaniel@cityofwenatchee.com

	McLaughlin, Dennis
	Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Assembly Service
	206-364-9531
	mclaughlinbackflowtesting@msn.com

	McMurphy, Linda
	City of Edmonds
	425-771-0235-1644
	mcmurphy@ci.edmonds.waus

	Millan, John
	Soos Creek Water & Sewer
	253-630-9900
	jmillan@sooscreek.com

	Miller, Dan
	Three Lakes Water
	425-257-8833
	Danielmiller07@comcast.net

	Morlan, Andrea
	Parkland Light & Water
	253-531-5666
	

	Nessly, Chic
	Sammamish Plateau
	425-392-4931-213
	chic.nessly@sammplat.wa.org

	Nilson, Jim
	Seattle Public Utilities
	206-615-1363
	jim.nilson@seattle.gov

	Nissar, Barbara
	City of Westport
	360-268-9865
	

	Pavel, Ward
	Seattle Public Utilities
	206-684-3456
	Ward.pavel@seattle.gov

	Peddy, Dan
	City of Bothell
	425-488-0118
	Dan.peddy@ci.bothell.wa.us

	Pickard, Eric
	
	360-447-3500
	epicard@swd16.org

	Phipps, DJ
	City of Port Orchard
	360-8767048
	dphipps@ci.port-orchard.wa.us

	Ray, Ann
	City of Snohomish
	425-328-0059
	ray@ci.snohomish.wa.us

	Robinson, Carla
	North Perry Water
	360-373-9508
	clnpw@comcast.net

	Robinson, John
	City of Port Orchard
	360-876-4991
	jrobinson@ci.port-orchard.wa.us

	Salior, Janet
	Sammamish Plateau
	425-392-4931-204
	janet@sammplat.wa.org

	Sawyer, Tom
	Firgrove Mutual Water Co.
	253-845-1542
	tsawyer@firgrove.org

	Schols, Henk
	City of Bothell
	425-488-0118
	henk.schols@ci.bothell.wa.us

	Seibel, Jon
	Highline Water
	206-592-8946
	jons@highlinewater.org

	Stuart, Lynn
	US Navy – Bremerton
	360-476-2220
	lynn.stuart@navy.mil

	Tandecki, Todd
	Covington Water Dist
	253-631-0565-173
	ttandecki@covingtonwater.com

	Tarara, Gus
	City of Arlington
	360-403-3542
	

	Taylor, Linda
	City of Arlington
	360-403-3526
	

	Vasilauskas, Dave
	City of Chehalis
	360-748-0232
	dvasilauskas@ci.chehalis.wa.us

	Ward, Kristen
	Firgrove Mutual Water Co.
	253-845-1542
	kward@firgrove.org

	Yette, Ken
	City of Bainbridge Island
	206-780-3583
	Kwyette@ci.bainbridge-Isl.wa.us


	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	2009 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise.               

Business meetings to precede the topic

	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	January 21, 2009
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

10:30-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	February 18, 2009
	Irrigation Systems and Related Issues
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St SW

Edmonds, WA
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	March 18, 2009
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, test report issues,

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE 
Bellevue WA
10:00- 12:00
	Jason Moe


	April 15, 2009
	Chemical / Soap systems
	Seattle Center

Harrison St

Seattle, WA 
	Julio Moran
Seattle Center
206-233-2635

	May 20, 2009
	Table Nine Issues and Facilities
	City of Tumwater City Hall
555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA
	Dennis Winchell
555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA 

	June 17,  2009
	Authority Having Jurisdiction Issues
	Sandy Love               
City of Mercer Island  
9611 SE 36th Street
	

	July 15, 2009
	Fireservice Design and the difficulties of proper installation

	Woodinville Water District 17238 Woodinville-Duvall Rd.  Woodinville, WA 
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water District
(425) 487-4125

	August 19, 2009
	Annual Picnic

Methods for public Information and sending questionnaires out with water bills.
	Grass Lawn Park, 7031 148th Ave NE 98052  Redmond, WA
	Kathy Caldwell

425-556-2847

	September 16, 2009
	Porta-ot pump trucks—where do they get water and where do they dump.

	Issaquah, WA
	Todd Freeman

	October 18, 2009
	Annual Seminar


	Laquinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Mick Holte (chair), Tim Cantwell, Al Cohen, Doug Bucklin, Dennis McLauchlin, and Bob Eastwood

	November 18, 2009
	Annual Business Meeting--Elections
(Election of 2009 Group Officers)
	Northshore Utility District

6830 NE 185th St

Kenmore, WA
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	December 16, 2009
	2008 Agenda and Planning
	Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
	Casey Parks

Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
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