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The topic of the day was Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). 
The meeting was called to order 10:17 A.M., July 15th, 2009 by our chair, Dennis McLaughlin.
A list of meeting attendees (that signed in) is enclosed.  

Self-introductions were given by all attendees.

The Treasurer reports that there is $17,712.65 currently in the Group’s account.
Dennis McLaughlin brought up the need for a storage place for the Group’s assets.  He found a 4 by 5 foot unit for $65.00 per month or $780.00 per year.  We can get the unit on a monthly contract.  Dennis sent out an email asking various members about the whereabouts of the various assets that the Group owns.  It would save time, money and frustration by having all of the items in one place so that they are readily assessable for picnics, seminars, and other occasions.  A vote was taken to approve the rental agreement and passed.
We were given an update of the October seminar by Bob Eastwood and Dennis McLaughlin.  There will be no backflow assembly tester (BAT) session this year because the BAT exams are reaching near the end of the 3 year cycle.  Volunteers will be needed approximately 3 weeks prior to the seminar to prepare for the seminar.  The cost of the seminar is set at $100.00 and will be at the La Quinta Inn on October 14th, 2009.  The draft of the agenda for the seminar is as follow:
WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS

“The Group”

Annual Seminar Agenda

7:30 Opening- Dennis McLaughlin (15 min.)

7:45 APBA Region 7 Dewey Sorensen

8:00 Session 1

Water Purveyor Testing QA/QC Program- Scott Hallenberg (1.0)

9:00 Break (0.5)

9:30 Session 2

Advantages of Contracting a CCS- Garrett Yates (1.0)

10:30 Session 3

Uniform Plumbing Code Update- Dave Cantrell (1.5)

12:00 Lunch

1:00 Session 4

DOH Annual Update, Clarification of Table 9 Requirements, etc- Terri Notestine (0.5)

Certification Service – Judy Jones Carter & David Kingsley (0.5)

2:00 Break (0.5)

2:30 Session 5

USC Foundation Hydraulic Research- Paul Swartz (1.0)

3:30 Session 6

Hospital Inspection- Steve Pendington (1.0)

4:30 Closing

Note:  In order to receive CEU’s, attendees must attend the entire seminar for (0.6) CEU’s

Attendees need to be stamped at the end of each Session and leave the stamped card at the end of the Seminar.

There was a brief discussion about obtaining the backflow assembly approved list from the Foundation for Cross-Connection Control and Hydraulic Research of University of Southern California (FCCCHR USC).  A password that is changed periodically is supplied to members of the Group to download the latest list from FCCCHR USC.  However, due to litigation issues, there is difficulty in distributing the list to those that do not have “rights” to the list, such as, contractors or backflow assembly testers (BATs). This makes it more difficult for BATs to verify that an assembly is on the approved list before they can test the assembly.  Terri Notestine will have to work with USC on the issue of distribution and printing out lists.
The topic of the day was fire service design and the difficulties of proper installation.  A primary area of concern is that many jurisdictions interpret the law to mean that the responsibility ends at the property line and that all fire service backflow preventers must be placed at the property line, usually in vaults.  Vaults greatly add to the cost of installing fireservices, both the cost of the installation itself and the subsequent testing of the assembly.  Many times vaults are partially or completely full of water and contain hazards, particularly low oxygen levels and other dangerous atmospheric conditions found in vaults.  Inside installation of fire services are considered an option by various jurisdictions, such as Seattle.  It would be very difficult for vaults to be installed in downtown Seattle.  However, there must be a reliance on both the fire marshal and building official if they are installed inside.
The cities of DuPont and Port Angeles, Washington led the way for residential fire systems.  They also led the way by allowing flow-through and combination fire systems.  Difficulties arise when shutting residential water off due to non-payment when the fire and domestic water systems are combined into the same service.  The water utility may risk liability if a fire occurred during the time when the water was shut off.  Some jurisdictions want a separate meter for the fire system and the domestic water systems.  This would alleviate the problem of liability.
BATs experience problems with testing of fire service backflow preventers, particularly when they are in vaults.  Fire system backflow preventer testing is more difficult because arrangements must be made with alarm companies, notifying owners and or tenants, as well as dealing with physical problems such as faulty wiring to the tamper switch on the backflow preventer’s OS & Y valve.  When this occurs, the fire department may need to be called.
Fire insurance is becoming an increasing problem, particularly with issues like fire flow.  That can happen when a valve are not fully open; rocks and other debris create problems in the line, or when a coupon wasn’t removed from the water main where the tapping valve is when the tap was made.  Someone, such as the fire department, will do a flow test at the time of installation.  Calculations are done prior to fire system installation.  Older systems were usually oversized to act as a buffer and cushioning effect for safety.
Bob Eastwood brought up the question of the additional cost when a separate service and backflow preventer is installed for each unit in a multiple residential building.  He said that one backflow assembly and service for the whole building may be more cost effective.  Dave Cantrell said that the fire service line from the backflow preventer would have to supply each unit from the outside underground and not through each unit.  The difficulty with this arrangement is to get all the owners of each unit to get the assembly tested.
There was a discussion about the use of chemicals in some fire systems, such as glycol and foam.  Glycol is used in systems where there is the possibility of freeze.  Sometimes, just certain branches use antifreeze.  Either way, a reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA) must be used to protect either the branch or the entire system.  Foam is used where petroleum or other flammable fire is likely.  In that case as well as any other case where chemicals are used an RPBA must be used.
It is pertinent for all participants, water purveyor, fire sprinkler contractor, fire department personnel, and building officials to come together (like this meeting) and discuss the issues so that solutions are found and to come to a better understanding of the issues related to backflow prevention, fire flow and other issues such as were covered in this meeting.
Fire Marshall Todd from Redmond said that there is a need to do an annual test of each fire system.  He also said that doing so is the responsibility and duty, as well as a favor to the owner to do so.

Many thanks are given to our three special guests---Bill McKay from Advanced Fire Protection, Josh Lloyd from Cosco Fire Protection, and Fire Marshall Todd.  Many thanks are also given to Tim Cantwell and the Woodinville Water District.

The meeting adjourned at 12:23 PM.
Bill Bruce, Secretary
The next meeting will be held at the
Grass Lawn Park, 
7031 148th Ave NE 98052  
Redmond, WA 
Kathy Caldwell
425-556-2847
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WWCCPP GROUP ATTENDANCE
July 15th, 2009

	NAME
	COMPANY
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Allenfort, Jack
	Redwood Backflow
	425-495-1939
	redwoodbackflow@hotmail.com

	Brown, Ron
	R A Brown Backflow Testing
	425-821-6801
	rabrownbft@yahoo.com

	Bruce, William
	City of Everett
	425-257-8833
	wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us

	Bucklin, Doug
	City of Bellevue
	425-452-5208
	dbucklin@bellevuewa.gov

	Cantwell, Tim
	Woodinville Water District
	425-487-4125
	tcantwell@woodinvillewater.com

	Cantrell, Dave
	Seattle/KC Public Health
	206-296-1148
	dave.cantrell@kingcounty.gov

	Eastwood, Robert
	SPU
	206-233-2635
	robert.eastwood@seattle.gov

	Fallgatter, Mark
	King County
	206-205-3994
	markfallgatter@kingcounty.gov

	Freeman, James
	North Perry Ave Water
	360-373-9508
	j.freeman@northperrywd.org

	Gonzales, Mary
	Clear Waters Backflow Testing
	425-773-1414 (cell)
	mgonzales124@yahoo.com

	Hollinger, Jim
	Alderwood Water Dist
	425-7870250
	jhollinger@awwd.com

	Holte, Mick
	Northshore Utility Dist.
	425-398-4417
	mholte@nud.net

	Hubbert, Bob
	City of Bellevue
	425-452-6192
	rhubbert@bellevuewa.gov

	Lloyd, Josh
	Cosco Fire Protection
	425-686-6300
	jlloyd@coscofire.com

	Main, Robert
	On-Site Testing
	360-671-1557
	onsitetesting@yahoo.com

	McKay, Bill
	Advanced Fire
	425-483-5657
	bill@advfire.net

	Parks, Casey
	Silver Lake W.D.
	425-750-9854
	cparks@slwsd.com

	Pedersen, Erik
	City of Kent
	253-856-5659
	ewpedersen@ci.kent.wa.us

	Smithlin, Mark
	Accurate Testing
	253-310-3522
	msmithlin@clearwire.net

	Young, Lewis
	Aacra Testing
	425-334-4507
	lwyoung@comcast.net


	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	2009 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise.               

Business meetings to precede the topic

	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	January 21, 2009
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

10:30-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	February 18, 2009
	Irrigation Systems and Related Issues
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St SW

Edmonds, WA
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	March 18, 2009
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, test report issues,

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE 

Bellevue WA

10:00- 12:00
	Jason Moe



	April 15, 2009
	Chemical / Soap systems
	Seattle Center

Harrison St

Seattle, WA 
	Julio Moran

Seattle Center

206-255-7643

	May 20, 2009
	Table Nine Issues and Facilities
	City of Tumwater City Hall

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA
	Dennis Winchell

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA 

	June 17,  2009
	Authority Having Jurisdiction Issues
	City of Mercer Island  

8236 SE 24th Street

Community Center, Room # 101—Groveland Room
	Sandy Love

City of Mercer Island

office 206-275-7782

cell 206-718-0562City of 

	July 15, 2009
	Fireservice Design and the difficulties of proper installation


	Woodinville Water District 17238 Woodinville-Duvall Rd.  Woodinville, WA 
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water District

(425) 487-4125

	August 19, 2009
	Annual Picnic

Methods for public Information and sending questionnaires out with water bills.
	Grass Lawn Park, 7031 148th Ave NE 98052  Redmond, WA
	Kathy Caldwell

425-556-2847

	September 16, 2009
	Porta-ot pumps trucks—where do they get water and where do they dump.


	Issaquah, WA
	Todd Freeman

	October 14, 2009
	Annual Seminar


	La Quinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Mick Holte (chair), Tim Cantwell, Al Cohen, Doug Bucklin, Dennis McLauchlin, and Bob Eastwood

	November 18, 2009
	Annual Business Meeting--Elections

(Election of 2009 Group Officers)
	Northshore Utility District

6830 NE 185th St

Kenmore, WA
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	December 16, 2009
	2008 Agenda and Planning
	Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
	Casey Parks

Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
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