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 Bellevue Service Center

March 16, 2005

Assembly Backflow Tester’s (BAT) Forum

The meeting was called to order 9:17
A.M. March 16, 2005

List of members (that signed in) attending the meeting and the upcoming agenda for the meetings for the year 2005 is enclosed.

Dan Miller, chairman opened the meeting with a welcome and introduction of the meeting.  

A thank you was given to Michael Graves for the meeting place and refreshments.  A thank you was also given to Dennis McLaughlin for being past chair.

Gary McLaughlin from Bend, Oregon contacted Dan Miller regarding the invitation of the Group joining the American Backflow Prevention Association into its membership.

Simon Tung gave some clarification and meaning of the Double Check Detector Assembly (DCDA) in reference to the DCDA column of the inventory sheet of the Blue Form of the Annual Summary Report (ASR).  The DCDA is to include both the mainline and the bypass Double Check Valve Assemblies (DCVAs).  If either DCVA fails the DCDA is to be noted as having failed.

The January minutes were corrected and approved.

The Treasurer reports that there is $17,064.90 currently in the account.

There was instruction from Bob Eastwood about the trip to the Cedar River Water Treatment Plant.  amongst other things, he said that we would have to meet at a designated location before continuing to the plant.

There were self-introductions given by everyone present.

Dennis McLaughlin opened up the day’s discussion regarding issues that BATs have.  There was a panel made of four members—Fred Delvecchio from WETRC, and Judy Jones, Terri Notestine, and Simon Tung from DOH.  The panel members spoke on various issues and answered questions from the attendees.

Judy Jones spoke on the improvements to compliance enforcement of BAT, CCS and other certifications that are part of water systems.  Enforcement for operators has become stronger with emphasis on compliance.  DOH has access to an investigation unit for compliance issues.  For example, it will be easier to suspend the license of a BAT if he/she doesn't comply with BAT regulations.  The same could apply to those holding Water Distribution Manager (WDM) or Cross-Connection Specialist (CCS) certificates.  Complaints concerning those with certificates should be directed towards the staff of the certified operators program, Judy Jones.

There also have been those type of complaints directed towards water purveyors who are not enforcing the requirement to have each backflow preventer tested and repaired within their jurisdiction.  These complaints have come from both customers of a particular jurisdiction who don't understand why their neighbor does not have to comply when they do and from BATs who wonder why water purveyors are not enforcing the requirement.  These types of complaints should be directed towards either the Regional Engineer of the area of service or to Terri or Simon of the Water Quality Section of the DOH Office of Drinking Water.

Terri Notestine stated that the 2005 Backflow Assembly (BFA) State Approved list is available.  A request can be made to Department of Health (DOH) including the DOH Website http://www.doh.wa.gov\ehp\dw.  Members of the Group are periodically emailed passwords to download the University of Southern California (USC) list created by the Foundation for Cross-Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (FCCCHR) as a result of their tests of the various BFAs.  Keep in mind that any material from USC is copyrighted and may not be distributed electronically or en masse.

Terri also stated those tasks that she and Simon would focus on, along with other tasks.  They would continue to improve upon the educational aspects of the Cross-Connection Control Program (CCCP) of the State.  DOH has sponsored training throughout the State regarding the minimum elements of a CCCP.  That would include partnerships with Evergreen Rural Water, the Group and SRC4.  They will also focus their efforts on analyzing data from the Annual Summary Reports (ASRs).  They would develop a compliance strategy and start with Waste Water Treatment Plants (WWTPs).  Terri also stated that as of March 16, 2005 there were 77 ASRs that have been returned with only 15 days left to comply.  Simon Tung briefly talked about the Backflow Incident Report form.  There approximately 206 jurisdiction that must submit the ASR.

Fred Delvecchio talked about tester certification.  Letters regarding good WETRC instructors should be sent to DOH.  We are half way through the recertification period.  There are presently 1460 BATs in the State.  The written portion and hands on portion of an exam may become separated to reduce costs if there is a failure in one of these areas.  If there is a problem with faulty equipment, comments should be made directly to WETRC.  Fred also spoke about expanding training and examinations to other facilities.  Ellensburg and Pasco might be sites in eastern Washington.  Edmonds Community College might be a site in western Washington.  

Questions have been raised regarding the type of references that can be used during the hands on re-examination process.  Only Washington State approved test procedures can be used.  There is the possibility in the future that ABC will be used. Hands on testing may be done with electronic simulation.  Test procedures change during each three-year period.  Allowances of the old or new procedures are made during transition periods.  There is the anticipation of new test procedures from the USC-FCCCHR “blue” manual when the 10th edition is completed, hopefully soon.  

BATs should report backflow incidents to DOH.  Testers are also the “eyes and ears” to what may be occurring in the field regarding unprotected cross-connections that water purveyors are not aware of.  There should be a high level of cooperation and communication between all the parties that are involved in water quality.  

The issue of test reports was brought to the attention of everyone present with things to keep in mind.  Pertinent fields should be written legibly.  There is the confusion that sometimes occurs when a tester places a pressure reading instead of “closed tight” for the number two check valve of a reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA).  It was concluded that reporting that pressure reading instead of closed tight did not change the essence of whether that component has passed or failed.  In regards to the uniformity of test reports, the DOH has no specific test report that they can mandate.  However, testers can go to the Group website http://www.backflowgroup.org and download a test report that is acceptable to most water purveyors.  Water jurisdictions can be more stringent in their requirements regarding quality assurance of the testing of the backflow preventers within their jurisdiction.

Terri also stated that they were waiting for changes from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding cross-connection control.  Group A water systems were required to have cross-connection programs as early as 1970.  Reference was made to the importance of the Safe Drinking Water Act promulgated by Congress in 1974 and the bearing it has on what each State is supposed to do regarding drinking water quality.

Another issue was raised regarding who could work on any aspect of a fire system—basically from the tapping valve to the last sprinkler head.  It stems from the proposed changes to the definition of “fire protection sprinkler systems” in the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 212-80-010.  It was not concluded whether a tester would be restricted from testing a fire system BFA without another license or whether anyone else could even “touch” such systems.  It was concluded that someone from the Washington State Fire Marshall’s office would be able to give us a much better understanding than other sources.

Thanks were given to the panel—Simon, Terri, Judy and Fred.  Thanks were also given again to Michael Graves for the facilities and refreshment.  And, thanks were also given to the vendors for their participation in this meeting.

A reminder was given about the ASR regarding the clarification of the DCDA and the due date of April 1, 2005. 

The next meeting will be held at the Cedar River Treatment Plant on April 20th, 2005 

The meeting adjourned a little after noon.

Bill Bruce, Secretary.
City of Seattle will host the April 20th, 2005 meeting.

The meeting will start at 10am and the location of the meeting is:

Cedar River Water Treatment Plant

The day will consist of the treatment plant focusing on the Ozonation process

The following website address will show exact location.  Either highlight the address, copy and paste into the address line of your browser or, if you are online, click on the website address below to show you the immediate roads.

 http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?searchtype=address&country=US&addtohistory=&searchtab=home&address=18025+SE+Lake+Youngs+Rd&city=Renton&state=wa&zipcode= 

Provided below in pdf format is an overview map showing the major roads leading to 18025 SE Lake Youngs Rd.  Those coming from Highway 167 should take the 180th St exit.


[image: image1.wmf]crtp nap.pdf


Bob Eastwood recommends that everyone meet at the Lake Youngs Maintenance Facility at 18025 SE Lake Youngs Road at 9:30 A.M.  If you can bring a van notify Bob soon.  If you have any further questions please call Bob at 206-233-2635.   Bob will also provide Doug Bucklin with a supplemental map. Some may have difficulty opening the one I provided in pdf format.  My recommendation is to go to www.mapquest.com or www.maps.yahoo.com.

Attendance List

March 16, 2005

Al Cohen


Snohomish County PUD

425-783-8602

AlyseRussell


City of Puyallup


253-841-5524

Augusto Tararaz

City of Arlington


360-403-3523

Bob Doyel


Simplex Grinnell


206-291-1400

Bob Eastwood


Seattle Pubic Utilities


206-233-2635

Bob Rodriguez

Soundview Landscape & Sp.

253-761-9238

Brian Loeppky

Northwest Backflow


425-432-8704

Charles Brezina

Boeing Co.



253-941-1146

Charles Taylor


Metro King County


206-684-2417

Cheryl Bergener

DOH




360-236-3137

Chris Purdy


ABC Water Specialty


425-355-9826

Chuck Saunders

Kirkland IT



425-587-3086

Craig Swanson

Accurate Backflow Testing

206-276-0389

Curt Daniels


City of Olympia


360-753-8701

Dale Baxxman


University of Washington

206-221-2887

Dale Hall


City of Renton



425-430-6600

Dan Miller


City of Snohomish


360-568-3115

Darren Brault


City of Enumclaw


360-825-5541

Dave Sheldon


Northern Waters Inc.


425-672-7242

David Kingsley

Green River Comm. College

253-288-3371

Deborah Bukis
Accurate Backflow


206-652-7557

Dennis Hofstad
Fire ES



360-424-3473

Dennis Hug
University of Washington

253-761-7752

Dennis McLaughlin
McLaughlin Backflow Testing
206-364-9531

Dominic McLaughlin

McLaughlin’s Backflow Svc

360-598-4445

Doug Bucklin


City of Redmond


425-868-8013

Doug Raines


Dept. of Corr.



360-537-2401

Ed Hoover


Retired U W



425-774-7477

Emily Young


University of Washington

206-616-0593

Frank Schneider

Fesco




425-337-6398

Frank Williamson

Backflow Testing & Services

206-842-7838

Fred Delvecchio

Green River Comm. College

253-288-3370

Galen Hubert


Hubert Landscape Service

206-232-4361

Gary Babb


Mechanical Agents


206-464-1925

Gary Milton


University of Washington

206-616-0593

Grant McKay


Aqua Sense



425-864-2300

Hugh Smith


UW Tacoma



253-692-5700

Jason Simmonds

City of Lacey



360-413-4353

Jeremy Szabo


Knight Fire Protection


360-417-0505

Jim Coomes


City of Lacey



360-413-4341

Joe Kohur


Cascade Cross Connection

206-730-0734

John Lee


King County/Metro


206-684-2417

John Slaney


City of Renton



425-430-6600

Joshua Deraitus

KCWD90/West Coast Wtr Wks
425-760-7918

Judy Jones


Washington DOH


360-236-3139

Keith Kenagy


Dept. of Corr.



360-537-2412

Ken Gorzyski


Knight Fire Protection


360-786-8606

Kevin Dulin


Boeing Co.



425-432-4590

Kevin Schmidt

City of University Place

253-460-6494

Lane Hobbs


Lane Hobbs



253-840-0885

Larry Farley


The Part Works


206-632-8900

Larry Holmes


Olympic View Water


425-774-7769

Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds


425-771-0235

Loren Hanson


Certified Backflow Testing

425-427-8889

Mark Hermiller

Humblex Davenport


425-226-8221

Michael Cox


Boeing Co.



425-466-0076

Michael Graves

City of Bellevue


425-542-2030

Mike Dochow


CAS Conbraco


206-405-4370

Muriel Fair


SPU Water



206-386-9885

Paul Frederick


Certified Backflow Assy Testing
253-565-2728

Paula Lukaszek

University of Washington

206-616-5027 

Peggy Barton


Green River Comm. College



Pete Vezzoni


Boeing Company


425-865-4786

Phil Lopez


University of Washington

206-221-7458

Randall Schmelle

Dept. of Interior


503-231-6145

Randy Smythe


Boeing Co.



253-652-6863

Rick Rodriguez

Whirlwind Services


253-377-9058

Rob Main


On-Site Testing


360-671-1557

Robert Magee


The Highridge Corporation

425-391-7779

Robert Nelson


Seattle Housing Authority

206-510-9167

Rod Beloit


Select Plumbing


360-877-5608

Ron Brown


R A Brown Backflow Testing

206-226-8019

Ron King


A-Bat




425-334-6423

Ryan Schank


Snohomish County PUD

425-783-8959
Scott Hallerberg

Tacoma Water



253-502-8215

Scott Kimball


Knight Fire Protection


360-786-8606

Simon Tung


Washington DOH


360-236-3132
Steve Coke


City of Olympia


360-753-8161

Terri Notestine

Washington DOH


360-236-3133

Tiffney Ihly


City of Tumwater


360-252-5458

Todd Shepherd

Tacoma Water



253-208-3952

Virginia Milbourn

SPU




206-684-5965

William Bruce


City of Everett



425-257-8833

	
	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	
	2005 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise
and business meetings too precede the topic

	
	
	
	
	

	
	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	
	
	
	

	
	January 19, 2005
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	February 16,

2005
	Landscaping and Irrigation Issues
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St. SW
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206.233.2635

	
	March 16, 2005


	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum (open discussion)

	City of Bellevue Utilities

9:00- 12:00


	Dennis McLaughlin

Backflow Assembly Service

206.364.9531



	
	April 20, 2005
	Ozonation Process
	Cedar River Treatment Plant

Lake Youngs, Renton

18025 SE Lake Youngs Rd


	Bob Eastwood 

Seattle Public Utilities

206.233.2635

	
	May 18, 2005
	Local Administrative Authority/Fire Dept. Pumper
	City of Snohomish

Snohomish Fire Dept. 

1525 Ave. D
	Dan Miller

360.568.3115 

	
	June 15, 2005
	Wastewater Treatment Issues
	Renton

400 Monster Rd.
	Charles Taylor

Metro King County

206.684.2417

	
	July 20, 2005
	Incident Reporting and Response
	Silverdale Water District

5300 NW Newberry Hill Rd.
	Skip Beahm

Silverdale Water District

360 692-2604

	
	August 17, 2005
	Annual Picnic
	City of Edmonds

600-3rd Ave. South (City Park)
	Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds

425.771.0235 

	
	September 21, 2005
	Fire System and Equipment Use
	City of Marysville

Marysville Fire Dept.

10701 Shoultes Rd.

Marysville, WA 98271
	Ryan Schank

Snohomish County PUD

425.783.8959

	
	October19, 2005
	Annual Seminar
	Fife

Time TBD
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water Dist.

425.487.4125

	
	November 16, 2005
	Annual Business Meeting

(Election of 2006 Group Officers)
	City of Lacey

1200 College St. SE
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	December 21, 2005
	2006 Planning
	City of Seattle

Seattle Public Utilities Operations
	Dan Miller

City of Snohomish

360.568.3115
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