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Next meeting will be at the Everett Water Filter Plant
Meeting at City of Bellevue Utilities

Our Chair, Tim Cantwell, called the meeting to order at 9:22 A.M. on March 15, 2006.

Speciual introductions were given to Terri Notestine, Simon Tung, Judy Jones, Fred Delvechio, David Kingsley and Dennis Yonker-Labor and Industry (L&I).  Mike Dochow from Commercial Application Sales, Mark Hermiller from Humble Davenport Insurance Brokers, Inc. and Dennis Vandeberghe from BAVCO were also welcomed.

Self-introductions were given.

February’s minutes were approved.

The treasurer’s report stated that there is a balance of $15,640.00

The October seminar is planned for the 18th of that month.  If anyone has topics and ideas, please contact Michael Graves or Tim Cantwell as soon as possible.

The difference between a regular Backflow Assembly Tester (BAT) and a BAT with a specialty plumber’s license was discussed.   Simon talked about an email regarding the need for BATs to report failure rates according to the initial test.  Inaccurate reporting distorts the results of the tests and may negatively impact the views of some who try to argue the need and frequency of the tests.

There was also further discussion about the upcoming meeting in July at Silverdale. The topic planned is “Quality Assurance/Quality Control in Testing and Reporting”.  Dan Miller talked about the need for volunteers to help with the filming of “It’s a BAT’s Life”, what would the right meeting to present the film in line with the topic of the month.  

-

The need for a scholarship fund was discussed, included in that discussion was how to fund it.  The need is increasing due to the increased costs of classes and certificates need for water purveyors to fulfill their responsibilities.

The rest of the meeting was spent on current issues of concern to BATs which predominately were the new regulations regarding the shutting down of fireservice Backflow Assemblies (BFAs) for testing and the continued problem of those testers who do not have the appropriate credentials to do their work.
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The first issue was presented by the two representatives from the State of Washington Fire Marshall’s office were Stephen Meyers and Steven Swharthout. Their email addresses are steve.swarthout@wsp.wa.gov  and stephen.meyers@wsp.wa.gov The Uniformed Fire Code (UPC) was recently replaced with the 2004 Internal Fire Code (IFC) significantly changing the inspection, testing and maintenance of water based fire protection systems.  

The Fire Sprinkler System Contractor law RCW 18.160.010 defines that system as an assembly of underground and/or overhead piping or conduit being at the connection to the primary water supply (generally the tapping valve) whether public or private, that conveys water with or without agents to dispersal openings or devices to extinguish, control, or contain fire and to provide protection from exposure to fire or other products of combustion.  Backflow assemblies are a part of that system.  And, the RCW requires that any person offering to undertake contracts for the installation, inspection, maintenance, or service of a fire protection sprinkler contractor with the exception of a person licensed by the Washington State Department of Health that is certified as a BAT with or without a Specialty Plumber license.

There are requirements that mandate that when a fire system is shut down, it must be done so with the approval of an Impairment Coordinator and the implementation of the Preplanned Impairment Program as outlined below:

a) The extent and duration of the impairment has been determined.


b) The areas of building involved have been determined.

c) The fire department has been notified.

d) The fire alarm receiving facility has been notified.

e) The supervisors in the areas to be affected by the impairment are notified.

f) Impairment tags shall be posted at each fire department connection, and sprinkler control valve of sprinkler system(s) involved.

On completion of the testing, maintenance of repair to the backflow assembly, the Impairment Coordinator shall ensure the following procedures have been followed:

a) The sprinkler system has been returned to normal.

b) The fire alarm receiving facility has been advised that the systems have been restored.

c) The fire department has been notified that the system has been restore.

d) Supervisors in the areas involved have been notified that the system has been restored.

e) The Impairment Tag(s) have been removed.

Failure of any BAT to comply with these requirements of the IFC standard #25 (standard for the inspection, testing, and maintenance of water based fire sprinkler systems may result in a fine or citation issued to the violator.  There is risk involved for a BAT to be also the coordinator.  If a tester takes on the responsibility as Impairment Coordinator, he/she should obtain written authorization from the owner or manager before doing so.  Impairment tags should be placed on the fireservice control valve(s) and fire department connection/pumper port during the shut down.  Make sure that the alarm is reset before leaving the premise.

Dennis Yonker from L&I presented to the audience the two continuing problems.  The first one is that some third party testers who did not have a contractors license from L & I who were repairing BFAs inside or outside of a building.  The second problem is that many BATs continue to repair inside a building without a specialty plumber’s certificate.  Total fines can be levied at $7550 per day.  A BAT can test only without either a contractor’s license or specialty plumber certificate. A BAT needs both to repair a BFA.  Only an L & I licensed plumber can install a BFA inside a building.  A BAT can do repair and installation for his/her employer so long the employer owns the facility that the work is done.

Counties and cities should require the contractor to be licensed by L & I and carry liability insurance.  Such insurance is high due to high claims particularly due to September 11, 2001 when the twin towers collapsed in New York City.
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Terri Notestine said the State approved Backflow Assemblies list was ready to be sent out.  Jurisdictions must request the list if they want one.   Members of The Group can get the list from the University of Southern California website at www.usc.edu/fccchr. The new password is Buffett (case sensitive).  She also noted that 950XLTU model from Wilkins is not presently an approved device.
The meeting adjourned at 12:04.

Bill Bruce, Secretary
                                                      The next meeting will be held at

City of Everett Water Filtration Plant

10:00- 12:00—April, 19, 2006

The Tour

Please go to sites such as www.mapquest.com for a map and directions to the facility.
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	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	
	2006 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise
and business meetings to precede the topic

	
	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	January 18, 2006
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	February 15,

2006
	Landscaping and Irrigation Issues

Notes: Graves will try and contact as many water districts as possible to try and get copies of their irrigation DCVA standards to hand out. Dave Sheldon, from Northern Waters, will contact WA Assoc of Landsc Prof and the Irr Assoc to invite members and attendees in the landscape industry 
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St. SW
	Michael Graves

City of Bellevue

425-452-2030

	
	March 15, 2006


	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum (open discussion)

Notes: Graves will try to get someone from fire marshals office to answer pre-submitted questions about the new WAC 212 requirements.

ATS will help put questions together
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE

9:00- 12:00


	Dennis McLaughlin

Backflow Assembly Service

206.364.9531



	
	April 19, 2006
	Lake Chaplain/Everett Treatment Plant tour
	Everett treatment plant
	Al Cohen

Snohomish County PUD

425-783-8602

	
	May 17, 2006
	Customer Service and Cross Connection
	City of Snohomish

Snohomish Fire Dept. 

1525 Ave. D
	Dan Miller

360.568.3115 

	
	June 21, 2006
	Water Re-Use and

Tour of Metro King County 

Pumping station
	Alki Beach

TBA
	Charles Taylor

Metro King County

206.684.2417

	
	July 19, 2006
	Quality Assurance/Quality Control

In testing and reporting

Notes:Dan Miller and other volunteers to work on testing video, Fred Delveccio will check with proctors for input
	Silverdale Water District

5300 NW Newberry Hill Rd.
	Skip Beahm

Silverdale Water District

360 692-2604

	
	August 16, 2006
	Annual Picnic
	City of Edmonds

600-3rd Ave. South (City Park)
	Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds

425.771.0235 

	
	September 20, 2006
	Fire System and Equipment Use

And discussion on flow through systems

Notes: purveyors encouraged to bring local fire administrator for input and discussion
	City of Marysville

Marysville Fire Dept.

10701 Shoultes Rd.

Marysville, WA 98271
	Ryan Schank

Snohomish County PUD

425.783.8959

	
	October18, 2006
	Annual Seminar
	Fife

Time TBD
	Mike Graves\Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water Dist.

425.487.4125

	
	November 15, 2006
	Annual Business Meeting

(Election of 2007 Group Officers)
	City of Lacey

1200 College St. SE
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	December 13, 2006
	2007 Planning
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St. SW
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water District

425-487-4125
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Directions 1o the

City of Everett Water Filtration Plant

Phone 4256-257-8200
FQx 425-257-8210

Everett
Q o Water Filtration Plant

From Interstate Highway 5 at Everett, take Highway 2 east to Monroe.

From Interstate 405, take Highway 522 north to Highway 2 and Monroe.

In Monroe, turn left onto Old Owen Road at the traffic signal at the intersection of Main St. and Highway 2.

Take Old Owen Road 5.3 miles to Woods Lake Road. Turn left onto Woods Lake Road and go 2.6 miles
to Old Pipeline Road. Tum right onto Old Pipeline Road and proceed 4 miles to the Water Filtrafion Plant
at Chaplain Reservorr.

OR
Take Highway 2 to Sultan, Tum left at the Red Apple Grocery Store oid__Pipeline Ry
and follow the road until it connects with Woods Lake Roaq, :
which will take you to Lake Chaplain Road.
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