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Backflow Assembly Tester’s Forum..
The meeting was called to order at 9:21 A.M. March 21, 2007 by our Chair Michael Graves.
List of members (that signed in) attending the meeting is enclosed.

Self-Introductions were given.

Those who were not able to make it to the meeting were representatives from Washington Environmental Training Resource Center (WETRC) and Department of Health (DOH) which include Judy Jones, Terri Notestine, and Simon Tung.
The minutes of the February 2007 Newsletter were approved. 
The Treasurer reports that there is $16,990.00 presently in The Group’s account.

Michael Graves briefly reviewed key aspects of the February meeting which focused on winterization of irrigation systems  in order to protect the freezing of components of the system that are subject to freezing and breaking pipe, sprinkler heads, backflow preventers, etc.  One procedure for protecting the system is to blow throughout the system with compressed air to remove the water in the system.  Keep in mind that the air can be contaminated with oils and organic matter.  Many systems have properly installed injection connections for air compressor hose attachments.  If the immediate upstream shut-off or the number two shut-off of the backflow assembly is closed, air will properly remove the water.  If the number two shut-off is left open air can damage the number two check valve.  If air is injected into the number one or two test cocks with the number one shut-off left open; air will escape into the water distribution system and neighboring water services causing damage to such systems.  This happened in the City of Everett a number of years ago.  Air was pumped into a number one or two test cocks from an irrigation service, entered a dental clinic and caused minor damage to the plumbing in the restroom.  
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Another problem often found is that the blow out injection point is found upstream of the backflow assembly. Backflow Assembly Testers (BATs) are encouraged to report this to the respective water district when found.  Test cocks many times are being used for blowing out the irrigation system which is not what they are designed for.  They are designed for the testing of the backflow prevention assembly (BFA).  Other issues that were briefly reviewed from last month’s meeting were the problems of freeze, the use of auxiliary water from lakes, irrigation ditches and other substandard sources of water, and poor installations of the double check valve assembly (DCVA).  It is best for DCVA installers to consult with the water purveyor regarding their installation standards before their installation.
The topic of the day was backflow assembly tester’s issues.  The three main items for discussion were the fire impairment policy, how BATs should report problems to the water purveyor without losing clients and certification issues and/or concerns.
One upcoming issue for testers is getting information regarding fireservice monitoring companies and how to reach them if the information isn’t readily available or accessible.  This involves the “fire impairment coordinator” process as outlined in WAC 212.

Questions asked were the following:

 1).
Is everyone required to contact local fire departments and fire sprinkler companies when testing?
2)
How do I get contact lists for local fire departments?
3)
What exact levels of certification are needed in Seattle?
The second item on the agenda is doing the right thing; how BATs should report problems to the water purveyor and not lose clients.  Testers are encouraged to notice problems with installations on test reports.  Water purveyor representatives cannot revisit all installations frequently and rely on tester reports for additional help.  Some suggestions and comments were made on this subject.  One of the suggestions was to illicit the help of the plumbing inspector. He or she has the authority and responsibility, representing the local administrative authority (LAA), for the BFAs inside the building.  These internal BFAs are supposed to be handled by the LLA, but many times they are too busy [image: image3.jpg]


to go back and make corrections, even when told about the problem.  The best way for the water purveyor to require corrections to internal BFAs is to work with the LAA.
Testers may also be held liable if they don’t report problems.  The question was asked if it was required to note on the test report if an assembly is testable and/or accessible.  Some water purveyor’s test report forms have a place that explicitly asks such questions.  Everyone that deals with the customer must educate the customer on the proper installation and why it is important. 
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The last main issue was certification issues and/or concerns.  Ground rules were made to facilitate the difficulty of the topic.  One person was to speak at a time, briefly, clearly, and concisely.  The focus of the discussion was on processes, policies and criticism was to be constructive.  The Group was asked by DOH to be productive and offer solutions because DOH is taking this seriously and wants an accurate account and comments.  The comments and questions were written on an electronic white board, printed out, reviewed and then sent to the (DOH) and the WETRC.  The following are the questions that will be presented to DOH.
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The next meeting will be on April 18, 2007 at Highline Water District.  The topic will cover rainwater reuse, auxiliary water supplies, reclaimed water, and approved and unapproved water supplies.  Terri Notestine, Dave Cantrell and Servene Johnson will speak on this topic.

The meeting adjourned at 11:55.
Bill Bruce, Secretary
WWCCPP Group Attendee List

March 21, 2007
	NAME
	COMPANY
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Alt, Arnold
	Aquasense
	425-864-3695
	

	Ballard, Val
	Pacific NW National Lab
	509-376-3068
	

	Berg, Russ
	FS Landscape Management Inc
	206-855-4700
	

	Borchardt, Jason
	Rock of Ages Plumbing
	425-483-7202
	

	Borchardt, Rock
	Rock of Ages Plumbing
	
	rock9@rockofagesplumbing.com

	Bowden, T
	Bowden’s Service
	425-260-5589
	

	Brown, Ron
	R A Brown Backflow Testing
	425-821-6801
	rabrownbft@yahoo.com

	Bruce, William
	City of Everett
	425-257-8833
	wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us

	Bucklin, Doug
	City of Redmond
	425-556-2847
	dbucklin@redmond.gov

	Cantwell, Tim
	Woodinville Water District
	425-487-4125
	tcantwell@woodinvillewater.com

	Cantrell, Dave
	Seattle/KC Public Health
	206-296-1148
	dave.cantrea@metrokc.gov

	Coke, Steve
	City of Olympia
	360-753-8161
	scoke@ci.olympia.wa.us

	Farrell, John  W
	Sunshine Backflow Assembly Testing
	
	adgarna@comcast.net

	Frederick, Paul E
	Cert Back Assy Testing
	253-565-2728
	

	Hamburg, Craig
	City of Tacoma
	
	craighamburg@ci.tacoma.wa.us

	Hermiller, Mark
	Humble & Davenport
	425-226-8221
	

	Hobbs, Lane
	McChord AFB
	253-982-2482
	hobber2001@hotmail.com

	Holte, Mick
	Northshore Utility Dist
	425-398-4417
	

	Holmes, Larry
	Olympic View Water & Sewer
	425-774-7769
	Larry@ovwater.com

	Lee, Mike
	City of Bellingham
	360-676-6850
	mlee@cob.org

	Main, Robert
	On-Site Testing
	360-671-1557
	onsitetesting@yahoo.com

	May, Jeff
	Conoco Phillips (Ferndale)
	360-384-8331
	

	McConaghy, David
	City of Everett
	425-392-2264
	dmcconaghy@ci.everett.wa.us

	McKay, Grant
	Aquasense
	
	office@aquasense.bz

	McLaughlin, Dominic
	McLaughlin Backflow
	
	chefdIver@comcast.net

	Miller, Ben
	Oly. L.S. & Irrigation
	253-377-1108
	

	Moe, Jason
	BATman Testing
	206-228-1618
	

	Moran, Julio Jr
	City of Seattle
	206-255-7643
	

	Muzzey, Bruce
	Clear Lake Water Dist
	360-832-3734
	

	Nastruz, Steve
	Seattle/KC Public Health
	206-296-1165
	steve.nastruz@metrokc.gov

	Nelson, Pat
	Aqua Containment Co
	425-392-1523
	

	Olinger, Mike
	City of Ferndale
	
	mikeolinger@cityofferndale.org

	Olivas, Gabriel
	WA State DOT
	206-999-9218
	

	Ottow, Jordan
	City of Monroe
	360-863-4546
	

	Perry, Nancy
	Cross Connection Spec.
	
	fornan2see@comcast.net

	Pfeiffer, Linda
	Sterling Landscaping
	
	eat/amb@msn.com

	Phipps, Jack
	North Thurston Pub. Schools
	360-412-4521
	

	Purdy, Chris
	ABC Water Specialty Inc
	425-355-9826
	abcwaterspecialtyinc@verizon.net

	Risto, Don
	City of Battle Ground
	360-601-1771
	

	Rogers, Chris
	Aquasense
	425-864-2300
	

	Rowan, Sara
	King County
	206-296-1834
	

	Schank, Ryan
	Snohomish County PUD
	425-783-8916
	rlschank@snopud.com

	Smith, Gary
	GS Backflow LLC
	
	gary@g/sbackflow.com

	Starr, Thomas A
	City of Bellevue
	
	tstarr@bellevue.wa.gov

	Taylor, Charles
	King County Metro
	206-684-2417
	charles.taylor@metrokc.gov

	Tayne, Tim
	Spanaway Water
	253-875-5232
	

	Westberg, Brian
	North Thurston Public Schools
	360-239-5741
	

	Whitver, Scott
	Aall-Rite Services
	509-991-4926
	

	Williams, Matt
	Willco Irrig. & Backflow Testing
	206-755-6588
	

	Wix, Rachel
	
	253-565-2728
	

	Woods, Larry
	King County
	206-684-2417
	

	Young, Lewis
	Aacra Testing
	425-334-4507
	lewisyoung@msn.com


Rain Water Re-use, Auxiliary Supplies,

Highline Water District

23828 30th Ave S

Kent, WA

April 18, 2007 Wednesday --0:00 A.M. To Noon

Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417
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	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	
	2007 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted 
Business meetings to precede the topic

	
	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	January 19, 2007
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	February 21,

2007
	Landscaping and Irrigation Issues

Winterizing/proper connections

And related issues

Guests/speakers:
	Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	
	March 21,

 2007


	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, video, test report issues,

Vendors, door prizes

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE, Bellevue

9:00- 12:00


	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030



	
	April 18, 

2007
	Rain Water Re-use, Auxiliary Supplies, and reclaimed water, approved and unapproved

Guests/Speakers: Teri Notestine, Dave Cantrell
                                Severne Johnson
	Highline Water District

23828 30th Ave S

Kent, WA 
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	
	May 16, 

2007
	2006 UPC adoption 

2006 UPC will be adopted, what does that mean to water purveyors and BAT’s

Guests/Speakers: Dave Cantrell
	City of Everett

Legion Park

145 Alverson Blvd

Everett, WA 
	William Bruce

City of Everett

425-257-8833 

	
	June 20,

 2007
	Fire Hydrants, Fill sites, tanker trucks,

And air gap inspections, policies and issues

Guests/Speakers: Al Cohen, Scott Jonas
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St SW

Edmonds, WA 
	Linda McMurphy
City of Edmonds

425-771-0235

	
	July 18, 

2007
	GROUP Tour Safeway Ice Cream Plant


	1227 124th Ave NE

Bellevue*

*because of security we will meet next door TBD
	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030

	
	August 15, 2007
	Annual Picnic

What’s an acceptable level of risk

In risk assessment

Guests/Speakers:
	Grass Lawn Park
7031 148th Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052

	Doug Bucklin 

City of Redmond

425-556-2847

	
	September 19, 2007
	Fire System and Equipment Use

And discussion on flow through systems

Guests/Speakers: Jerry Jacobsen

	City of Marysville

Marysville Fire Dept.

10701 Shoultes Rd

Marysville, WA


	Ryan Schank

Snohomish County PUD

425.783.8959

	
	October24, 2007
	Annual Seminar

Guests/Speakers: TBD
	Laquinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Michael Graves

425-452-2030

Mick Holte

425-398-4417

	
	November 21, 2007
	Annual Business Meeting

(Election of 2007 Group Officers)
	City of Tumwater

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA
	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030

	
	December 12, 2007
	2008 Agenda Pizza and Planning
	Northshore Utility District

6830 NE 185th St

Kenmore, WA


	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417











1

