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The topic of the day was Backflow Assembly Tester. (BAT) issues, particular 
The meeting was called to order at 10:09 PM. March 19, 2006 by our Chair Mick Holte...
List of members (that signed in) attending the meeting is enclosed.

Self-Introductions were given.
There were no deletions or additions to the agenda.  Everyone was reminded that membership dues are to be in by March 31, 2008.
Those who were able to make it to the meeting were representatives from Washington Environmental Training Resource Center (WETRC) and Department of Health (DOH) which included Judy Jones, Terri Notestine, and Simon Tung., and Dave Cantrell from King County Health.
The Treasurer reports that there is $19,923.00 presently in The Group’s account.
The topic of the day was backflow assembly tester’s issues

Terri Notestine, Simon Tung, Judy Carter, Dave Cantrell, Fred Delveccio and David Kinsley were present to discuss backflow assembly tester (BAT) issues and to give updates of the progress that were made during this last year.  The meeting focused on the “positive changes that have occurred one year later.”

Terri handed out the updated revised Washington Administrative Code 246-290-10 and 490 and the Severe Hazard form prior to her talk on certain issues pertaining to issues that were raised at the BAT Forum held in 2007.  She first talked about acquiring the latest Field Test Procedures.  The issue raised was that they are difficult to get, and there was a suggestion that DOH send a copy of the Field Test Procedures with each Approved Assemblies List send out.  DOH has concluded that there is no need to send out a copy of the test procedures along with the State approved backflow assembly list because:

· Changes to the procedures are not frequent enough to warrant sending them out with every Assemblies List, 
· Most assemblies list requesters are not BATs, and 
· The University of Southern California limits the distribution per agreement.  
The Procedures can be ordered at any time from the DOH Office of Drinking Water (ODW) at any time.  The February 2008 DOH Approved List can also be ordered at any time.
The second issue that Terri talked about is Public Water System (PWS) and Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) coordination and the difficulty that some water jurisdictions have in either coordinating with or creating written agreements with the AHJ.  The Washington Administration Code (WAC) 246-290-490 requires that the PWS coordinates with the AHJ regarding cross-connection control issues.  Similarly, the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) as amended for Washington requires the AHJ to coordinate with the purveyor in CCC matters.  However, DOH does not require that a written agreement needs to be made; though, a written agreement is recommended that may help delineate responsibilities of both parties. DOH and Dave Cantrell will hold discussion on the issue.  Information regarding the issue will be updated and posted on the DOH, Washington Association Building Officials (WABO), and State Building Code Council (SBCC) websites.  DOH is also willing to help develop a sample PWS/AHJ written agreement.  Once DOH has developed the sample agreement, it will be incorporated into DOH Guidance Document Cross-Connection Control for Small Water Systems.

The third issue that Terri spoke on was assembly access.  Many assemblies, such as carbonated beverage machines, are installed in locations that are difficult to test and more difficult to repair.  DOH has revised WAC 246-290-490(6)(b)(i) to require preventers to be “installed in a manner that facilitates their proper operation, maintenance, inspection, in-line testing (as applicable) and repair using standard installations procedures acceptable to the departments such as the USC Manual or PNWS-AWWA Manual.”  The UPC also requires access and clearance be provided for the required testing, maintenance, and repair.  DOH is also considering adding minimal elements to future revision of the WAC.  Recommendations that Terri stated were to work with Dave Cantrell and BATs to educate beverage dispenser installers and to enlist help/support from local health agency restaurant inspectors.  She said that the Group should consider forming a committee, dedicate a meeting and invite installers, develop a brochure, and post information on the Group website.

She also talked a little on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA's) changes to the Total Coliform Rule and possible development of the Distribution Rule.  A technical advisory group was formed to provide advice and recommendation to the EPA.  The EPA has also been eliciting input from the Washington State DOH.  The EPA considers cross-connection control a top distribution issue.
Judy Carter spoke briefly about certification.  She said that DOH was adding BATs to the Water Tap mailing list as a result of the 2007 BAT forum.  If a BAT is not receiving their copy they may call 1-800-252-2536 extension 2.  

Next, new business was discussed focusing on the upcoming fall seminar.  A possibility included was Jim Purzycki’s BAVCO repair all day seminar.  The idea was brought before membership that a professional videographer films the all day seminar.  The Group would like to produce a good film made available on DVD discs.  The cost is estimated to be anywhere from $2,500 to $3,000.  A legal document would have to be written up to procure rights to the video.  The idea is that purveyors would have videos to rent.  A committee is still needed to be formed to begin preparing for this year’s seminar.  Another thought was raised about the DVDs and that was to give to the seminar attendees a disc each.
Dave Cantrell spoke next on the residential fireservices and water reuse issues.  He first stated that there was a mandate for residential sprinklers in the 2009 Building Code.  The first proposal was the three types of systems.  They were type 13 for commercial buildings, type 13D systems for 1 and 2 family unit dwellings, and type 13R for single family residences.  There would also be the consideration of a flow-through system.
The second proposal would include prescriptive standards for flow-through systems on residences with ¾”meters.  This was approved by the committee.  Washington SBCC wants to adopt the above as part of the 2009 UPC July 1st, 2010 it would become effective.
The next part of the discussion regarding residential fire sprinkler systems was the type of smaller meters where there is a backflow assembly downstream of the meter rather than incorporated into the bypass in double check detector assemblies (DCDAs).  Scott Hallenberg said that AWWA standards state that ¾” meters are not specifically recommended for use fire flow purposes.  There are concerns that a meter that is not designed for full fire flow could become clogged.  The City of Everett meter department uses fire flow meters for 2” services.
Other issues relating to residential fire sprinkler issues are compliance issues, particularly if the assembly is not tested in a timely manner.  A water purveyor may become liable if a service with combined fire and domestic services are supplied to a facility such as a residence if the water is turned off because of non-payment or failure to test the backflow assembly and a fire occurs.  Dave Cantrell stated that under the UPC a building might lose the certificate of occupancy because of the lack of water and may have to be evacuated.
Other things to keep in mind are don’t design combine systems, stress the need for coordination between SBCC, Fire Officials, and Water Purveyors, and to try to make these systems more affordable.  Dave also stated that some cities, such as Kirkland and Olympia, are establishing more stringent standards for the need for fire sprinkler systems in certain homes.
The second issue that Dave Cantrell talked about was water reuse.  The UPC has limited information on gray water (water from bathtubs, sinks, and showers that may be used for irrigation systems) and reclaimed water (water that is derived from treated sewage suitable for beneficial use or a controlled use).  The International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) have put together a committee that is trying to rewrite a whole chapter on reused water, such as rainwater harvesting
Dave Cantrell said that King County is tightening up their labeling requirements where in an open building labeling needs to occur every 4 feet and in a closed building labeling needs to occur every 12 inches.  There was discussion regarding 2 definitions.  The definition for “interconnected” may be defined that water can come from more than one source with the use of a switch or turning of a valve.  There will be more chance of a backflow incident occurring than if the 2 systems are separated.  The danger lies in a potential/capability to use an alternate source.  The other definition—“physical connection” was raised.  How do we define that phrase?  The issue of rainwater harvesting guidelines should be referenced more precisely in WAC 246-290-490, particularly Table 9.
The next meeting will be on April 16, 2008 at Highline Water District.  The topic will home dialysis machines.  A Davita representative will discuss home dialysis and backflow prevention for these units.  
We want to thank Michael Graves and the City of Bellevue for the facility and refreshments.  I am also grateful for the assistance that I received from Terri Notestine, particularly her notes and other written material she gracious sent to me and for Simon Tung’s review of the technical portion of the newsletter.
The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
Bill Bruce, Secretary
Dialysis Equipment—Davita representative will discuss home dialysis and backflow prevention.
Highline Water District

23828 30th Ave S, Kent, WA

April 16, 2008 Wednesday --10:00 A.M. To Noon

Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417
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WWCCPP Group Attendance


March 19, 2008

	NAME
	COMPANY
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Allenfort, Jack
	Redwood Backflow
	425-495-1939
	redwoodbackflow@hotmail.com

	Brown, Ron
	R A Brown Backflow Testing
	425-821-6801
	rabrownbft@yahoo.com

	Bruce, William
	City of Everett
	425-257-8833
	wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us

	Bucklin, Doug
	City of Bellevue
	425-452-5208
	dbucklin@Bellevuewa.gov

	Cantwell, Tim
	Woodinville Water District
	425-487-4125
	tcantwell@woodinvillewater.com

	Cantrell, Dave
	Seattle/KC Public Health
	206-296-1148
	dave.cantrea@metrokc.gov

	Carter, Judy
	DOH
	
	judy.carter@doh.wa.gov

	Cassinelli, Dean
	Firgrove Mutual Water Co.
	
	dean@firgrove.org

	Delvecchio, Fred
	WETRC
	253-288-3370
	fdelvecchio@greenlver.edu

	Eastwood. Robert
	SPU
	206-233-2635
	robert.eastwood@seattle.gov

	Epp, Victoria
	Firgrove Mutual Water Co.
	
	vepp@firgrove.org

	Flaherty, Patrick
	City of Renton
	
	

	Gonzales, Mary
	Clearwater Backflow Testing
	425-773-1414
	

	Graves, Michael
	City of Bellevue
	425-452-2030
	mgraves@ci.bellevue.wa.us

	Greenwood, Jay
	City of Bellingham
	
	

	Hallenberg, Scott
	Tacoma Water
	253-502-8215
	shallenb@cityoftacoma.org

	Holmes, Larry
	Olympic View Water & Sewer
	425-774-7769
	Larry@ovwater.com

	Holte, Mick
	Northshore Utility Dist.
	425-398-4417
	mholte@nud.net

	King, Ron
	A-Bat
	425-334-6423
	

	King, Ronald II
	A-Bat II Testing
	
	

	Kingsley, David
	Green River Community College
	253-288-3371
	

	Lee, Mike
	City of Bellingham, Public Works
	360-676-6850
	MLee@cob.org

	Main, Robert
	On-Site Testing
	360-671-1557
	onsitetesting@yahoo.com

	McLaughlin, Dennis
	Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Assembly Service
	206-364-9531
	mclaughlinbackflowtesting@msn.com

	McMurphy, Linda
	City of Edmonds
	425-771-0235-1644
	mcmurphy@ci.edmonds.waus

	Moe, Jason
	BATman Testing
	206-228-1618
	

	Nastruz, Steve
	Seattle/KC Public Health
	206-296-1165
	steve.nastruz@metrokc.gov

	Notestine, Terri
	WA State DOH
	360-236-3133
	terri.notestine@doh.wa.gov

	Ottow, Jordan
	City of Monroe
	360-863-4546
	

	Parks, Casey
	Silver Laker W.D.
	425-750-9854
	cparks@slwd.org

	Purdy, Chris
	ABC Water Specialty Inc
	425-355-9826
	abcwaterspecialtyinc@verizon.net

	Ray, Ann
	City of Snohomish
	425-328-0059
	ray@ci.snohomish.wa.us

	Schneider, Sue
	Silver Lake Water & Sewer Dist.
	
	

	Stonebridge, Ted
	City of Bothell
	
	

	Tung, Simon
	WA State DOH
	
	simon.tung@doh.wa.gov

	Young, Lewis
	Aacra Testing
	425-334-4507
	lewisyoung@msn.com
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	2008 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted 
Business meetings to precede the topic

	
	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	January 16, 2008
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	February 20, 2008
	Landscaping and Irrigation Issues

Winterizing/proper connections

And related issues

Guests/speakers:
	Snohomish County PUD

2320 California Ave

Everett, WA 98201
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	
	March 19, 2008


	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, test report issues,

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE, Bellevue

10:00- 12:00


	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030



	
	April 16, 2008
	Dialysis equipment/home dialysis machines.  Davita manufacturers Representative speaking on request for exemption for RPBA requirements.
	Highline Water District

23828 30th Ave S

Kent, WA 
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	
	May 21, 2008
	Premise Isolation as it relates to Table Nine Facilities
	Mercer Island 
	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030



	
	June 18, 2008
	Rainwater and green buildings—plumbing code and cross-connection control interpretations
	Seattle Public Utilities
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	
	July 16, 2008
	Tour of Green River treatment plant

	
	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030

	
	August 20, 2008
	Annual Picnic

Topic: Espresso makers and coffee machines—are they boilers that need an RPBA.
	
Redmond, WA 

	Doug Bucklin

City of Bellevue

425-452-5208

	
	September 17, 2008
	Fire System and Equipment Use


	City of Marysville

Marysville Fire Dept.

10701 Shoultes Rd

Marysville, WA


	Ryan Schank

Snohomish County PUD

425.783.8959

	
	October 15, 2008
	Annual Seminar

Guests/Speakers: TBD
	Laquinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	
	November 19, 2007
	Annual Business Meeting

(Election of 2009 Group Officers)
	Northshore Utility District

6830 NE 185th St

Kenmore, WA


	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	
	December 17, 2008
	2008 Agenda Pizza and Planning
	Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417
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