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The meeting was called to order by Dennis McLaughlin at 9:10 AM.

.

List of members (that signed in) attending the meeting is enclosed.

Backflow Assembly Testers Forum  

was the Topic for March’s Meeting.

There were several handouts at the officer’s table for any member that needed one and also DOH brought the new Backflow Prevention Assemblies Approved for Installation in Washington State booklet.  It has a yellow cover this year replacing the green cover approval list. 

The Panel comprised of

Dennis Yonker L&I,

Cheryl Bergener DOH,

Terri Notestine DOH,

Fred Delvecchio WETRC.

Water Purveyors requirements, Forms that were acceptable to Water Purveyors, and the customer signing the test reports were some of the subjects addressed.

Changing the testing of a Reduced Pressure Backflow Assembly was discussed.

The results of discussion made on this issue will be published on The Group web site.

Cross Contamination Incidents.

Terri Notestine DOH discussed this issue with the members attending.  Incidents were not being reported and one of the reasons could be that they were not detected.  AWWA format is being updated by Simon Tung DOH to make it easier to report incidences nationwide.

SRC4 can be downloaded for information www.src4.org .

Training for BATS

It was discussed about the training of the BAT’s to enable them to pass the required test.  It was suggested that more days for training would be helpful but this would increase the cost of the classes. It was noted that the exams are separate from the courses so you sign up for the classes and the test date separately  

It was discussed the memorization of the procedures for testing.  Having the approved booklet available while being tested was suggested.  But none of the abbreviated test procedures would be acceptable during testing.  The time limit of the test will not be changed.

Simulators that are used during the hands on test are not calibrated.  Proctors must use the simulators to show obvious problems.  Troubleshooting is necessary for BAT training.

An individual is not required to take the classes just the test for recertification for the BAT certification.  It was stated that 70% of the members that take the test pass.

Specialty Plumbers License

The percent of Failed Backflow Test Reports is lower than previous years.  The reason for the lower percent of Failed test reports could be the lack of BAT’s not obtaining their Specialty Plumbers License.  With this sway to lower failed test reports BAT’s are shooting themselves in the foot.  If legislation believes that there is minimal failures than we chance the changing of the legislation to NOT require annual testing.  So it was suggested to the members to report failures when failures occur.

Revoke or Suspended BAT License
License could be revoked or suspended within 12 hours.  DOH requires the BAT certification card and Specialty Plumbers License be returned.  Public disclosure about the revoked / suspended licenses was discussed and it was suggested that a complaint form is available or you can call in and file an official complaint.  This form is not on the web site right now.  A special thanks was given to Scott Hollenburg Tacoma Water for all his hard work in leading the way for a public list.

Drive-by Testing

Purveyor has trouble in pursuing “Drive-by” testing.  Scott Hallenberg Tacoma Water has rules and parameter that contractors sign and agree to.  Signing a “Code of Ethics” is helpful on revoking / suspending licenses on contractors that are in violation.  It was also mentioned that by doing a Drive-by” test you would be committing Fraud.  Also there could be a monetary fine for each infraction per day after suspension.

BAT Test Forms:

Most purveyors would like documentation of the line pressure for numerous reasons.  This information is not part of the testing procedure but by documenting the PSI the Water Purveyor can spot a potential problem with the supply of water to that assembly.  There was talk about faxing the test reports and most purveyors accepted this unless the fax is unreadable. Also it was asked if there was some way of marking the assembly so a contractor would know which water district they needed to contact and for building sites a test report needs to be on site so they can get signed off.

Test Kits

Each test kit varies as far as readings.  It was discussed to have documentation after you have your test kit calibrated to see where your readings fall.  It also was brought up that there will be an approved List of Test Kits and not all Kits will be on that approved list.  This information will be coming out in the near future.

Terri talked about the 2003 annual summary reports and the site was still up and working OK.  150 e-mails confirmed of data saved.  Also there was discussion on private wells and the potential hazards.

All the water purveyors came up to the front for question and answers.  There was concern about neighbors complaining they pay for testing and the next-door neighbor not having the test done.  In Seattle, a permit is not required for landscape irrigation and is a low hazard. In Pasco they have help from the locate company to help find new systems.  Also some purveyors have the help of their meter readers to find irrigations systems that may not be in compliance 

It was asked what each purveyor required so they would be on the Certified BAT Listing.  Most of the water purveyors needed the BAT license and calibration of the test kit.  Some also needed business licenses and Specialty Plumbers License.  The majority of the purveyors expressed they needed trust of there testers to test accurately and honestly.

Overall this was a very informative meeting and we want to thank the vendors for demonstrating their products and showing us all the new and upcoming products.  There were many door prizes and a nice lunch in the cafeteria.

City of Mercer Island will host the April 21st Meeting.

The meeting will start at 10am and the location of the meeting is:

9611 SE 36th Street      Mercer Island

Topic will be Table 9 Forum 

(Please bring your pictures or call Dan Miller, City of Snohomish.)

Chris Purdy

WWCCPPGroup

Attendance List

March 17, 2004

Tacoma Public Utilities

Alan Cohen


SNO PUD 1




425-783-8602

Allen Hunter


City of Auburn



253-931-3064

Alyse Russell


City of Puyallup



253-840-1387

Art Sinclair


City of Ellensburg



509-962-7261

Bill Purdy


ABC Water Specialty Inc


425-355-9826

Bob Eastwood


Seattle Pubic Utilities



206-233-2635

Bob Heivilin


Shoreline Water District


206-366-1742

Bob Rodriguez

Soundview Landscape & Sprinkler

253-761-5975

Brandon Coughlin

Classic Backflow Protection


509-967-1103

Bruce Springer

L&I





360-902-6303

Calvin Bendixer

Amigas




253-232-4629

Cheryl Bergener

DOH





360-236-3137

Chris Purdy


ABC Water Specialty



425-355-9826

Chuck Singleton

Tri Co. Backflow



360-250-0694

Cindy Lund


City of Seattle Parks



206-615-0218

Curtis Daniels


City of Olympia



360-753-8701

Dan Miller


City of Snohomish



360-568-3115

Dan Blackwell


Advanced Irrigation



253-833-6220

Darin Schnee


Always Testing



206-776-9311

David Kingsley

WETRC




253-288-3371

Doug Floyd


City of Olympia



360-753-8157

Dennis McLaughlin

McLaughlin Backflow Testing Service
206-364-9531

Dennis Yonker

L&I





360-902-6303

Derek Johnson


Firgrove Mutual Water Inc.


253-845-1542

Dominie McLaughlin

McLaughlen’s Peninsula Backflow

360-598-4445

Doug McLean


Mac II Enterprise



253-581-0505

Earl Varner


City of Bremerton



360-473-5927

Ed Hoover


Retired / U of W



425 774-7477

Frank Williamson

Backflow Testing and Services

206-842-7838

Fred Delvecchio

WETRC




253-288-3370

Paul “Fred” Frederick

BAT





253-565-2728

Jess Greenough

City of Pasco




509-545-3463

Judy Jones


DOH





360-236-3139

Karen Olafseu


Annapolis Water District


360-876-2545

Ken Yette


City of Bainbridge Island


206-780-3583

Larry R. Holmes

Olympia View Water



425-774-7769

Lloyd Coughlin

City of Pasco




509-545-3463

Loren Hanson


Certified Backflow Testing


425-427-8889

Michael Casey


WATTS




253-867-5040

Michael Patten

WETRC




253-863-7001

Mike Dochow


Cas Conbraco




206-405-4370

Nancy Collins


CCS Backflow Testing


253-318-3156

Norm Conner


Sound Home Maintenance


253-223-1554

Paul E.Frederion

Certified Backflow Assy Tests

888-718-0500

Peggy Barton


WETRC




253-833-9111

Rick Bollinger


City of Ellensburg



509-962-7130

Richard Hunt


City of Lacey




360-413-4352

Rob Main


On Site Testing



360-671-1557

Rocky Walston

City of Bonney Lake



253-447-4313

Ryan Schank


SNO PUD 1




425-783-8916

Scott Hallenberg

Tacoma Water




253-502-8215

Simon Tung


WA State DOH



360-236-3132

Steve Coke


City of Olympia



360-753-8161

Terri Notestine

WA State DOH



360-236-3133

Tiffney Inly


City of Tumwater



360-252-5458

Tim Cantwell


Woodinville Water District


425-487-4125

Todd Tandecki

Covington Water District


253-631-0565

Tom Mcgraw


Grays Harbor PDA



360-482-1668

William Bruce


City of Everett Public Works


425-257-8833
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	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	 
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	Terri Notestine

	
	January 21, 2004
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities
	WSDOH

	
	 
	 
	 
	360-236-3133

	
	 
	
	 
	Bob Eastwood

	
	February 18, 2004
	Landscape Irrigation Issues
	City of Edmonds
	Seattle Public Utilities

	
	 
	
	 
	206-233-2635

	
	 
	 
	
	Dennis McLaughlin

	
	March 17, 2004
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum
	Tacoma Public Utilities
	Backflow Assembly Service

	
	 
	 
	
	206-364-9531

	
	 
	
	 
	Dan Miller

	
	April 21, 2004
	Table 9 Issues
	City of Mercer Island
	City of Snohomish

	
	 
	
	 
	360-568-3115

	
	 
	 
	
	Roger Nottage

	
	May 19, 2004
	Local Administrative Authority Issues
	City of Seattle Operations
	Fruitland Mutual Water

	
	 
	 
	
	253-848-5519

	
	 
	
	 
	Bill Bruce

	
	June 16, 2004
	Incident Response and Reporting
	City of Edmonds
	City of Everett



	
	 
	
	 
	425-257-8833

	
	 
	 
	
	Skip Beahm

	
	July 21, 2004
	(Topic to be determined)
	Silverdale Water District
	Silverdale Water District

	
	 
	 
	
	360-692-2604

	
	 
	
	 
	Linda McMurphy

	
	August 18, 2004
	Current Issues - Annual Picnic
	City of Edmonds
	City of Edmonds

	
	 
	
	 
	425-771-0235

	
	 
	 
	
	Larry Holmes

	
	September 15, 2004
	Fire Systems Forum
	City of Seattle
	Olympic View Water

	
	 
	 
	
	425-774-7769

	
	 
	
	 
	Tim Cantwell

	
	October 2004
	Annual Seminar
	Tacoma
	Woodinville Water District

	
	 
	
	 
	425-483-9104

	
	 
	 
	
	Dennis McLaughlin

	
	November 17, 2004
	Annual Business Meeting
	Lakehaven Utilities District
	Backflow Assembly Service

	
	 
	 
	
	206-364-9531

	
	 
	
	 
	Dennis McLaughlin

	
	December 15, 2004
	2005 Planning
	Seattle Public Utilities Operations
	Backflow Assembly Service

	
	 
	 
	 
	206-364-9531


