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Metro King County South Treatment Plant Tour

June 15, 2005

The meeting was called to order 10:08 A.M. May 18, 2005

List of members (that signed in) attending the meeting and the upcoming agenda for the meetings for the year 2005 is enclosed.

Self-introductions were then given.

Dan Miller, chairman opened the meeting with a welcome and introduction of the meeting.  The agenda for the day was local administrative authority in relation to cross-connection control.  

The Treasurer reports that there is $23,053.48 currently in the account.  

The April minutes were approved.

Bob Eastwood stated that letters of appreciation should be sent to Lynn Kirby and Jon Seibel for their willingness to present key elements of and to show us around the Cedar Water Treatment Facilities.

There are 111 people that registered for the Backflow Assembly Repair Seminar taking place in May 23, 2005 in Seattle.  Dennis McLaughlin estimated that there might be 120 attendees.  There have been .7 of a CEU awarded for the class.  Bob Eastwood also brought up to the group that something like a fruit basket or like should be presented to Jim Purzycki for his presentation of the backflow assembly repair seminar.

There was brief discussion regarding for overnight arrangements for some of the speakers for the October Seminar.  Tim Cantwell (who is heading up of the seminar) said that the speakers are lined up.

"Simon Tung spoke about the proposed changes to the Department of Health (DOH) web page on cross-connection control.  Included in those changes, Simon said that he would like to list links to various water purveyor websites from which pamphlets and such could be downloaded.  He also said that it was a State mandate to put documents written for the public into plain English.

 Dennis McLaughlin read an email regarding the placement of those connections found in irrigation systems used to blow out s and winterize such systems.  His reply was that they should be placed downstream of the backflow preventer. There was consensus amongst those present.

Dan Miller, then, introduced the main topic for the day—the Relationship between the Local Administrative Authority and the Water Purveyor.  He also introduced the panelist—Sharon Pettit (Building/Fire official) from the City of Snohomish, Dave Cantrel from Seattle/King County Public Health and Roger Nottage from Fruitland Mutual Water.

The agenda was presented in 6 bullets as follows:
· Do we coordinate in:
joint inspections/surveys, plan reviews, permit communication, enforcement actions, water quality complaints (that would involve cross connection control), public educational programs etc?

· Do we have a combination program (premises and or fixture protection) and is there an agreement between the two?

· Do we have an inter-local agreement between a water district and county government or if your water system is outside the local administrative authority’s jurisdiction is there an agreement with the county authority?

· Do we see a conflict in supporting one another and how can we resolve it?

· Do we keep a line of communication open, for checks and balances (workload, improving on or amending the agreement)?

· Keeping an open communication and a cooperative relationship can solidify the responsibility’s between the Water Purveyor and the Local Administrative Authority thus fulfilling the requirements set forth in 
IPC 603.3 and WAC 246-290-490 (2) )d)

Sharon Pettit spoke on the first two bullets regarding coordination between building officials and water purveyors and combination programs for both premise and in-premise protection and resulting agreements.  The City of Snohomish concluded that it needed its code regarding cross-connection control updated in 1999 and did so.  A written joint agreement was also made between the Snohomish cross-connection control specialist (CCS) and Snohomish local administrative authority (LAA) to meet the various code requirements.  Issues that must be included in the process are surveys, issuing citations and the ultimate goal of achieving backflow protection.  The ultimate solution that Snohomish has for non-compliance is to shut water off to the facility.  It is used as the last resort.

Another important issue that is the determination of whether premises protection, in-premise protection or both be used.  A water service that serves several suites may require premise backflow prevention and in-premise suite and/or fixture isolation.  In-premise protection may be sufficient in many cases.  Flexibility is needed in determining whether premise and in-premise protection should be used depending upon the circumstances.  In Snohomish, premise protection is not mandatory.  

Another issue in Snohomish regarding delegating tasks is the sending out of test notices for both the LAA and Snohomish Water Department.  The CCS is responsible for sending out all notices, which are sent certified if necessary.  Fire systems are protected with a minimum of a double check valve assembly (DCVA) and branches off the main system require the minimum of a reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA) where chemicals, such as, antifreeze is used.  Also, one of the most important elements of achieving compliance in difficult cases is documenting everything, including communication with the customer.  The LAA and CCS should be able to present a detailed presentation of the case.

Dave Cantrell spoke on the third and fourth bullets regarding inter-local agreements between water districts and county governments and any conflict that may occur in each entity supporting one another.  The configuration of how counties and water jurisdictions differ in each county.  King County and the water jurisdictions within differ from Snohomish County and those water jurisdictions within.  Their rules and fees are different.  Snohomish County charges five dollars per backflow preventer; whereas, King charges nine-five dollars per fixture/backflow preventer.  In 1990, Seattle Public Utilities and King County assumed a joint cross-connection program.

Dave stressed the importance of mutual support and responsibility along with open communications.  He agreed with Sharon in principal the importance of specifying tasks and dealing with conflicts in other details in the agreement.  Joint cooperation helps when there are major violations.  He also stated that “probable cause” is important when earlier elements of code enforcement are not achieved.  He said that major problems could occur there is a lack of communications between the various entities.   

Roger Nottage from Fruitland Mutual Water spoke on the last two bullets of the agenda.  They were about keeping the lines of communication open, cooperation, checks and balances that can solidify the responsibilities between water purveyor and the local administrative authority.  He identified a number of problems that needed to be identified and resolved in the case between Fruitland Mutual Water District and Pierce County.  

There was the issue of authority of who was to do the various tasks in respect to the cross-connection control program.  Such tasks included were as follows:  Who was to identify whether premise or in-premise protection is required?  Who identifies the hazards and their degree?  Who inspects?  Who sends out the tests notices?  Who responds to backflow incidents?

Roger also brought up the importance of involving other agencies and departments, such as, the local health districts.

Pictures of the Local Administrative Authority meeting in Snohomish                  
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The meeting adjourned a little after noon upon completion of the meeting.

Bill Bruce, Secretary.
Metro King County will host the next meeting.

The meeting will be at 9:45AM To 12:00 PM 

The location of the meeting is at 1200 Monster RD

at their South Wastewater Treatment Plant

Contact Charles Taylor  
Phone #206-684-2417
                                               Pager #260-969-7984 

Agenda

Note start time change
9:45 -10:00 a.m.
Welcome and Introductions

Mike Fischer, Plant Manager

10:00-10:45 a.m.
General Meeting


Dan Miller, President

10:45-11:00 a.m.
Overview of Plant


Emily Neff, Public Relations

11:00 a.m.-Noon
Tour of Plant








The directions are found on the following web site:  http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wtd/directions/#southplant.  This site will give you other helpful and interesting information about the plants.

You can also go to www.mapquest.com and look up 1200 Monster Rd to look at more maps.

The first hour will consist of the general meeting and the second hour will consist of the tour of the plant.  Hard hats will be required on the tour and so if you have your own you may use it.  Hard hats will be provided if you do not bring your own.

Attendance List

May 18, 2005

Al Cohen


Snohomish County PUD

425-783-8602

Bob Eastwood


Seattle Pubic Utilities


206-233-2635

Bob Shonka


Highland Water Dist


360-794-6900

Brad Briggs


Advance Testing & Service

425-337-4175

Casey Parks


Silver Lake Water Dist

425-750-9854

Alan Cohen


Snohomish County PUD

425-783-8602

Craig Swanson

Accurate Backflow Testing

206-276-0389

Dave Anderson
City of Arlington


360-403-3432

Deborah Bukis
ABT




206-632-7557

Dennis McLaughlin
McLaughlin Backflow Testing
206-364-9531

Dominic McLaughlin

McLaughlin’s Backflow Svc

360-598-4445

Doug Bucklin


City of Redmond


425-868-8013

Earl Varner


Bremerton Water


360-473-5927

Eric Pickard


Silverdale Water


360-447-3500

Jason Moe


Seattle Public Utilities


206-733-9645

Judy Jones


Washington DOH


360-236-3139

Lewis Young


AACRA



425-334-4507

Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds


425-775-0235

Michael Graves

City of Bellevue


425-452-2030

Rich Solosk


City of Lake Stevens


425-377-3228

Rich Tyhuis


City of Oak Harbor


360-240-4798

Roger Nottage


Fruitland Mutual


253-848-5519

Roger Summy


Advance Testing & Service

425-337-4175

Ron Brown


R A Brown Backflow Testing

206-226-8019

Ryan Schank


Snohomish County PUD

425-783-8959
Simon Tung


Washington DOH


360-236-3132
Steve Kramer


City of Oak Harbor


360-679-5551

Tim Cantwell


Woodinville Water Dist

425-487-4125

Todd Tundecki

Covington Water Dist


253-631-0565

Tracy Justice


Snohomish County


425-388-3311 

William Bruce


City of Everett



425-257-8833
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	2005 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise
and business meetings too precede the topic

	
	
	
	
	

	
	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	
	
	
	

	
	January 19, 2005
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	February 16,

2005
	Landscaping and Irrigation Issues
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St. SW
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206.233.2635

	
	March 16, 2005


	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum (open discussion)

	City of Bellevue Utilities

9:00- 12:00


	Dennis McLaughlin

Backflow Assembly Service

206.364.9531



	
	April 20, 2005
	Ozonation Process
	Cedar River Treatment Plant

Lake Youngs, Renton

18025 SE Lake Youngs Rd


	Bob Eastwood 

Seattle Public Utilities

206.233.2635

	
	May 18, 2005
	Local Administrative Authority/Fire Dept. Pumper
	City of Snohomish

Snohomish Fire Dept. 

1525 Ave. D
	Dan Miller

360.568.3115 

	
	June 15, 2005
	Wastewater Treatment Issues
	Renton

1200 Monster Rd.

9:45-12:00
	Charles Taylor

Metro King County

206.684.2417

	
	July 20, 2005
	Incident Reporting and Response
	Silverdale Water District

5300 NW Newberry Hill Rd.
	Skip Beahm

Silverdale Water District

360 692-2604

	
	August 17, 2005
	Annual Picnic
	City of Edmonds

600-3rd Ave. South (City Park)
	Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds

425.771.0235 

	
	September 21, 2005
	Fire System and Equipment Use
	City of Marysville

Marysville Fire Dept.

10701 Shoultes Rd.

Marysville, WA 98271
	Ryan Schank

Snohomish County PUD

425.783.8959

	
	October19, 2005
	Annual Seminar
	Fife

Time TBD
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water Dist.

425.487.4125

	
	November 16, 2005
	Annual Business Meeting

(Election of 2006 Group Officers)
	City of Lacey

1200 College St. SE
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	December 21, 2005
	2006 Planning
	City of Seattle

Seattle Public Utilities Operations
	Dan Miller

City of Snohomish

360.568.3115
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