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The topic of the day was premises isolation. 
The meeting was called to order 10:17 A.M., May 20th, 2009 by our chair, Dennis McLaughlin.
A list of meeting attendees (that signed in) is enclosed.  

Self-introductions were given by all attendees.

The Treasurer reports that there is $18,425.41 currently in the Group’s account.
A question was raised about the degree of hazard that water softeners pose to the water supply, including private residences.  One danger that was brought up was the possibility that the charcoal used in these units break apart and flow back into the water supply.  It was agreed upon by many that a backflow preventer was needed to prevent that.  Someone else also stated that a plumbing permit should be pulled.  Another question was asked about cross-connections within the home, e.g. common appliances found in the home, such as, the dish washer or clothes washer.  Most of these home appliances have air gaps (AGs) built into them.  Hose faucets either have the vacuum breaker built into them or need the type of hose faucet (bibb) vacuum breaker or hose faucet (bibb) vacuum breaker that is installed on the hose threads of the faucets.  Frost free hose faucets must be the type that is a sanitized frost free hose faucet to avoid a cross-connection.  
Frost-free yard hydrants resist freezing by emptying their column through a hole in the base when they are shut off.  However, that hole forms a cross-connection with the groundwater.  This means that water from a frost-free yard hydrant may not be safe to drink.  To avoid this problem, one must use a “sanitary” frost-free yard hydrant.  These types avoid the cross-connection with the groundwater by emptying the column into a small reservoir located below the pipe depth.  Unfortunately, these types of yard hydrants cost about 10 times as much as the non-sanitary yard hydrants.  

The main topic of the day was WAC 246-290-490 Table Nine mandatory premises isolation.  Not every water jurisdiction approaches the problem in exactly the same way.  Some jurisdictions require a reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA) on every Table 9 facility, while other water jurisdictions do not find it so easy to require RPBAs on many facilities, particularly when they require it during a retrofit.  Many jurisdictions have combination programs whereby they will require protection on the service line (premises isolation) for severe and high-hazard facilities and rely on internal protection for other facilities.  Bellevue, Tacoma, Seattle, Everett are some water jurisdictions with “combination CCC programs”.  Some of the jurisdictions that have primarily premises isolation programs are Woodinville and Alderwood.  

In general, water jurisdictions are requiring premises isolation for more and more facilities.  Requiring backflow protection for a whole building, particularly when there are frequent plumbing and tenant changes, is sometimes easier to accomplish than relying on internal protection when the service line feeding the building is easily found.  Premises isolation generally provides greater public health protection for water system customers than relying on internal protection alone.  On the other hand, depending on the complexity of plumbing, it is sometimes easier to locate the water supply to the one suite and rely on tenant/area isolation.  

Questions were raised about reliance on premises or in-premises backflow protection exclusively.  On the one hand, the Washington Department of Health (DOH) requires that premises with high health hazards such as those found on Table 9 in the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 246-290-490 (cross-connection control regulations) have an RPBA installed on the service line.  The WACs require water purveyors to coordinate with the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) on CCC issues.  This coordination can include tracking of internal backflow preventers.  

The question was asked about protecting the occupants of the building.  The Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) is designed to protect the health of the occupants of buildings.  The Authority Having Jurisdiction enforces the UPC.  The drinking water regulations and the UPC work together to protect public health.

In municipalities, the Water Department and AHJ usually work together to protect the water distribution system and the occupants of the buildings served by the water system.  Purveyors need to be aware of their legal authority and jurisdiction limits.  When a water purveyor conducts a hazard survey, they are entering buildings as a water purveyor representative to assess the overall hazard posed by the customer to the water system.  A plumbing inspector may enter buildings based upon inspections required for permits under the authority of the UPC.  Water purveyor representatives should be careful not to misrepresent their authority when entering buildings to resolve water complaints.

Mike Means, the supervisor of the Office of Drinking Water, Water Quality Section, attended the meeting.  He talked about the three key issues that the State DOH is looking at.  These are Exceptions to premises isolation, alternative locations for premises isolation backflow preventers, and the definition of premises isolation.  All the meeting participants considered these important issues.  

The CCC rules allow purveyors to grant Exceptions to mandatory premises isolation under certain conditions.  Some jurisdictions don’t use Exceptions at all.  Others use them whenever there are no actual health hazards within a facility that falls into a Table 9 category.  Different purveyors perceive the health risks differently and can justify their approach.

The second issue is the installation of RPBAs in alternative locations.  Again, some jurisdictions require that all Table 9 facilities have RPBAs located on the service line just past the meter outside.  Most jurisdictions allow premises isolation backflow preventers to be located where the service line enters the building, as long as no water connections come off prior to the backflow preventer.  Alternate locations are used when it is difficult to place them outside.  Many jurisdictions find it very difficult to have RPBAs installed outside in the downtown areas.  Likewise, in eastern Washington, RPBAs are usually installed in alternate locations to prevent damage from freezing.  However purveyors face a prevailing problem in eastern Washington when irrigation systems come off the service line upstream of the RPBA.

The third issue that DOH must resolve is defining what constitutes a premises and premises isolation.  Scott Hallenberg from Tacoma gave two examples of challenges retrofitting multi-tenant facilities One diagram showed the situation where an RPBA was placed on the branch line to a carwash that is part of a convenience store, but not to the convenience store itself.  The other example protected a high health hazard suite in a multi-tenant facility, but not the whole building.  

Everett had the example of a building with 3 suites and 3 meters, with only one suite with a high health hazard.  In that case, protecting the suite should be sufficient to protect the water distribution system.  The difficulty with protecting a particular suite is that tenants frequently change without the purveyor’s knowledge and over time other suites may require backflow protection as well.  An RPBA installed to protect the entire premises provides the greatest protection for the water system and may be the least expensive option in the long run.

The third issue dealt with multi-tenant buildings and premises isolation.  DOH has been aware of the difficulty of achieving “true” premises isolation in existing multi-tenant buildings in congested areas such as downtown corridors.  In 2008 DOH conducted a survey to gather information on the current practices of water systems addressing multi-tenant premises.  DOH received 76 responses.  Recognizing the difficulties involved in these retrofitting situations, DOH plans to form an ad hoc committee to discuss the survey results and possible ways to deal with this issue.

Although only indirectly related to the day’s topic, someone reminded the audience of a source of cross-connections, which was main breaks and fires that reduces pipeline pressure; thereby creating backsiphonage.
Another important issue relating to today’s topic was reclaimed, auxiliary and reused water.  WAC 246-290-490 requires an RPBA be used to protect premises where reclaimed water is used.  It may be understood that a premises with reused water also requires an RPBA.  Table 9 requires an RPBA to premises with an unapproved auxiliary water supply interconnected with the potable water supply.  However, the WAC does not mandate that backflow protection be required when there is no interconnection.  Some water systems require an RPBA on all premises where there is unapproved auxiliary water, whether there is an interconnection or not.  Other jurisdictions only require the proper backflow protection when there is an interconnection.  The audience was reminded that water systems can never be less stringent than the DOH requirements, but they can be more stringent than the CCC regulations.

The Washington State Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly List is now being distributed on password-protected CD to save printing and mailing costs.  CDs may be ordered online from the Office of Drinking Water website by choosing publication item number 331-137 at:  http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw/default.htm  DOH will e-mail the password to requesters.  The disc includes other files that will be helpful to requesters managing cross-connection programs.

On May 21, 2009 a conference call was set up between the group and NX Stage Medical.  The Group was represented by Scott Hallenberg (we used the Tacoma water district office), Bob Eastwood and Dennis McLaughlin.  Freidrichs Goetz represented NX Stage Medical (the product manufacturer’s development representative).  Mr. Goetz clarified that the NX Stage Medical in-home equipment used for dialysis is not connected to the water source during a treatment session.  The water is connected to the machine only in the production of Dialasaid (a product used in dialysis treatment).  This eliminates the concerns of water interruption by a purveyor for any reason.  The equipment will have a 1/4 inch Watts 009 RPBA built into the system for water source protection.  These RPBAs will be tested by a certified BAT prior to being set up in a home and when moved to another home (or at least one year later whichever comes first).  The unit is still in its production stage.  Therefore, we have no diagrams as yet of this equipment.  We will keep the group informed when it is available for use in our state. 

Department of Health (DOH)   presented a bill to the 2009 Legislative Session.  The bill passed and addresses the following:

· Clarifies DOH’s authority to suspend or revoke an operator’s certification, 

· Clarifies DOH’s authority to certify Backflow Assembly Testers (BATs) and Cross Connection Control Specialists (CCS), 

· References the relationship between DOH BATs and Department of Labor & Industry Specialty Plumber Licensing Requirements, and

· Modifies the Group A water system definition to be consistent with public water system definition in federal law. 
An amended version of the bill was presented to the Legislature and also passed.  The amended version included language regarding public water systems but did not change the language regarding the Waterworks Operator Certification Program in the first version that passed.  Both bills are in the Governor’s office and the Governor will make the decision which bill she will sign.   
Washington Certification Services at Green River Community College (GRCC) has a new phone number.  You can reach Peggy Barton, David Kingsley, or Pamela Vasquez at 1-877-780-2444 (toll-free in state) or (253) 288-3357.

This is a professional growth (PG) reporting year.  Those who have not met their PG have been sent a letter.  Please make sure you read this letter.  There is a new process by the Department of Health (DOH).  We are requiring an application deadline.  Backflow Assembly Tester’s (BAT) waiting until December to take their PG exam might have only one chance.  If this is your reporting year, no renewal will be mailed to a BAT unless they have met their PG.  

There is no appeals process for those not renewing by the deadline date.  Notification as mailed out with your last year’s renewal, another notice in May, and several articles in the Watertap so that there has been plenty of notification.  Applications to take your PG exam can be found on line.  Certification Services will have exam schedules rolled out to 2 – 3 months.  As the exam fills up, they will continually add to the new schedule.  

Next month’s meeting and location will be at the City of Mercer Island, 8236 SE 24th Street, Community Center, Room # 101—Groveland Room.
Many thanks are given to Dennis Winchel and the City of Tumwater.  Many thanks are also given to Terri Notestine and Simon Tung for their effort in editing this newsletter.
The meeting adjourned at 12:08 PM
Bill Bruce, Secretary
The next meeting will be held in the
City of Mercer Island
      8236 SE 24th Street

Community Center
Room # 101—Groveland Room
Sandy Love

office 206-275-7782

      cell 206-718-0562
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WWCCPP GROUP ATTENDANCE
May 20th, 2009

	NAME
	COMPANY
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Bruce, William
	City of Everett
	425-257-8833
	wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us

	Bucklin, Doug
	City of Bellevue
	425-452-5208
	dbucklin@bellevuewa.gov

	Burreson, Bob
	City of Lacey
	360-413-4341
	rburreson@ci.lacey.wa.us

	Cantwell, Tim
	Woodinville Water District
	425-487-4125
	tcantwell@woodinvillewater.com

	Carter, Judy
	DOH
	
	judy.carter@doh.wa.gov

	Cohen, Alan
	Snohomish County PUD 
	425-783-8602
	abcohen@snopud.com

	Eastwood, Robert
	SPU
	206-233-2635
	robert.eastwood@seattle.gov

	Gonzales, Mary
	Clear Waters Backflow Testing
	425-773-1414 (cell)
	Petergon1@yahoo.com

	Hallenberg, Scott
	Tacoma Water
	253-502-8215
	shallenb@cityoftacoma.org

	Holte, Mick
	Northshore Utility Dist.
	425-398-4417
	mholte@nud.net

	Hubbert, Bob
	City of Bellevue
	425-452-6192
	rhubbert@bellevuewa.gov

	Lee, Mike
	City of Bellingham, Public Works
	360-778-7738
	mlee@cob.org

	McLaughlin, Dennis
	Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Assembly Service
	206-364-9531
	mclaughlinbackflowtesting@msn.com

	Means Mike
	WA State DOH
	360-236-3178
	mike.means@doh.wa.gov

	Miller, Dan
	Three Lakes Water
	425-334-6263
	danielmiller07@comcast.net

	Moore, Dan
	Northwest Water Systems
	360-876-0958
	danford@nwwatersystems.com

	Notestine, Terri
	WA State DOH
	360-236-3133
	terri.notestine@doh.wa.gov

	Pedersen, Erik
	City of Kent
	253-856-5659
	ewpedersen@ci.kent.wa.us

	Ray, Ann
	City of Snohomish
	425-328-0059
	ray@ci.snohomish.wa.us

	Schank, Ryan
	Snohomish County PUD
	425-783-8916
	rlschank@snopud.com

	Tung, Simon
	WA State DOH
	360-236-3132
	simon.tung@doh.wa.gov

	Winchel, Dennis
	City of Tumwater
	360-754-4150
	


	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	2009 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise.               

Business meetings to precede the topic

	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	January 21, 2009
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

10:30-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	February 18, 2009
	Irrigation Systems and Related Issues
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St SW

Edmonds, WA
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	March 18, 2009
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, test report issues,

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE 

Bellevue WA

10:00- 12:00
	Jason Moe



	April 15, 2009
	Chemical / Soap systems
	Seattle Center

Harrison St

Seattle, WA 
	Julio Moran

Seattle Center

206-255-7643

	May 20, 2009
	Table Nine Issues and Facilities
	City of Tumwater City Hall

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA
	Dennis Winchell

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA 

	June 17,  2009
	Authority Having Jurisdiction Issues
	City of Mercer Island  

8236 SE 24th Street

Community Center, Room # 101—Groveland Room
	Sandy Love

City of Mercer Island

office 206-275-7782

cell 206-718-0562City of 

	July 15, 2009
	Fireservice Design and the difficulties of proper installation


	Woodinville Water District 17238 Woodinville-Duvall Rd.  Woodinville, WA 
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water District

(425) 487-4125

	August 19, 2009
	Annual Picnic

Methods for public Information and sending questionnaires out with water bills.
	Grass Lawn Park, 7031 148th Ave NE 98052  Redmond, WA
	Kathy Caldwell

425-556-2847

	September 16, 2009
	Porta-ot pump trucks—where do they get water and where do they dump.


	Issaquah, WA
	Todd Freeman

	October 14, 2009
Note date change


	Annual Seminar


	La Quinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Mick Holte (chair), Tim Cantwell, Al Cohen, Doug Bucklin, Dennis McLauchlin, and Bob Eastwood

	November 18, 2009
	Annual Business Meeting--Elections

(Election of 2009 Group Officers)
	Northshore Utility District

6830 NE 185th St

Kenmore, WA
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	December 16, 2009
	2008 Agenda and Planning
	Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
	Casey Parks

Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
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