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The November Group meeting was held at Firgrove Mutual Water on November 16th 2011.  The topic was the Annual Business, and Elections.

It was a rather small turnout.  Attendees were:

 

Mick Holte

Dean Cassinelli (Firgrove)

Kirsten Ward (Firgrove)

Bob Eastwood (SPU)

Dennis McLaughlin (Bat)

Ken Dickenson (City of Shelton)

Mark Mahoney (Gordon & Assoc)

Mary Gonzales (Bat)

Ann Ray (City of Snohomish)

Larry Holmes (Retired)

Before I start with the minutes of the meeting, I must admit that I made a mistake in the October newsletter.  It seems that my information was a little mixed up.  Here is a corrected statement:

For BAT complaints and enforcement activities you can contact Judy Carter at judy.carter@doh.wa.gov.   
 

Peggy spoke on updates to the BAT exams using  USC 10th edition procedures since January 1, 2011,  implementation for  BATs certified during 2010 to meet UCS 10th edition by 12/31/2012 and  BAT renewals.   

Sorry about that!

Another important notice is that Chair, Mick Holte had his email compromised needed to close and open a new account.  His email address has changed just slightly.

His new email address is m.holte@hotmail.com   Please make a note!!

The Group website is up and running, thanks to Dean and his son.  They have done an excellent job and their efforts are truly appreciated.
The meeting was called to order with an opening discussion about the elections, and how to broaden our member base to bring in new people for elected positions. 

Dennis talked about working in 75 different districts and he tries to go to several and ask them if they’d like to participate in the Group and join the meetings.

A new idea that Dennis had was a recruitment letter that would be sent to Water System managers with a professional explanation of who the Group is, where/why they were developed and the benefits of allowing their CC staff to participate and become involved... basically a recruitment letter, again this would broaden the member base and get some new people to the meetings. 

It was also suggested that the letter be sent to larger testing companies too, in order to open it up to more BATs and eligible staff.
Dean suggested an angle of discussing the importance of cross connections... that up until recently there has been an assumption that cross connections occur by accident, oversight or system design but now there is more of a focus on the possibility of it being intentional and part of a terrorist action. Further discussion will be brought up again at the Dec planning meeting as a possible topic for next years agenda. 

This led into a discussion of topics that need to be brought up at the Dec meeting for possible topics next year... including by-laws. 

Dean suggested that the “old guard” and elected officials delegate more so that the knowledge is spread through-out the group, something along the lines of a mentoring program, in addition it would take some of the pressure and responsibility off the Chair. 

Larry Holmes accepted a nomination for Vice Chair if it was necessary. 

However Mick Holte has agreed to stay on as Chair for 2012 due to the mid term shift to the position and Dean would prefer another year of being Vice Chair in order to get a firmer grasp on everything that is entailed in the position and feel adequately prepared to take the Chair position in Jan 2013. 

Mary has agreed to continue as Treasurer through 2012 and Kathy has agreed to continue as Secretary through 2012. 

All elected positions will need to be elected for 2013. 

It was officially presented and unanimously agreed. 

If Mick is no longer able to fulfill the Chair position, Dean will move into his vacated position and Dennis will step in as Vice chair for the duration of 2012.

Bob brought up the plumbers being included in the membership. 

We need to pay the fee to L & I to get CEU credits to plumbers. It will be good for 3yrs. The upside to including the plumbers would be a broader membership base and allow for more collaboration between all the groups. 

Full Maintenance Landscaping Company has sent a letter to everyone in the area explaining the necessity and benefits of getting their irrigations system annually serviced and tested. It is something that previous companies have done, but it was very well executed. In addition there was discussion about getting 2-3 more large scale landscaping companies behind the letters and maybe a way to bring them back into active participation with the group. 

Past business:

Seminar comments:

There are some items that we should pick up and have for the next seminar, totes for packing everything in and out instead of the boxes and a candy dish.
No one has the comment sheets from the attendees, the thought is that they may be in storage, Bob and Dennis will check the unit. 

A couple of seminar attendees have not paid their registration fee and there was discussion about coming up with a billing notice and for next year with-holding CEU submission until payment is received.

It may be beneficial to provide a basic registration procedure several months earlier than we currently do.  This would help facilitate attendees that need to send payment through their companies for processing.  We could possibly add the procedure and registration form to the May newsletter and have available on our website. 

At the December planning meeting a group decision will need to be made regarding IAPMO inclusion.  We are still discussing the possibility of changing the location of the October Seminar to a different venue especially with the inclusion of CEU’s for plumbers. Suggestions were made to move it to the Emerald Queen Casino meeting rooms, or Tacoma convention center.  There was also a desire indicated to keep the Seminar located central to Olympia for the ease of DOH attendees.
Banners and Displays;

In previous years there has been no good way to represent ourselves at the seminar, fairs, SRC4, etc.
Larry Homes has been looking into displays similar to what Scott with City of Tacoma brought up to this years seminar. If we choose to purchase something, it would be available to all members to utilize for individual functions as well as Group representation. 
There was also discussion of who would put together the pictures and literature that would go with the display. A company that Tacoma uses, Skyline, could produce it although there would be a much greater need of proofing and input from us to ensure the message is clear and correct. Goldstreet is another option and they are already very familiar with CC programs. 

It was decided to table the topic until December’s meeting.
We are considering the possibility of advertising in the binders at the seminar. Vendors would pay to advertise their business and/or services. 

We need to come up with a cost and applications complete by March. It was suggested to limit the number of advertisements allowed in the book, example, one at the end of each presentation, could be used as a divider between sessions. 

Dean and Andrew are continuing to improve and update the website. We’re thinking of keeping the same server service but possibly purchasing new software. Dean will have more detailed information at the next meeting with options and approximate costs. The general thought is the website needs a facelift.  It’s been over ten years since the Group has invested any money into the site.  It is very boring and outdated by today standards. 

A discussion was introduced of the possibility of adding the Monroe Evergreen State Fair as a public education/outreach opportunity, much like we currently do at the Puyallup Fair. 

Ann Ray was charged with contacting the City of Monroe to find out if there is any interest.
Dennis is going to reach out to those he can and try to get as many people as possible to come give their input and bring topic ideas. 

Since this next meeting is going to be a long one, we will provide lunch for attendees. Maybe we could have it catered, or just bring in something simple on our own.
It seems that we have many unresolved and ongoing topics on the table.  Mick will create an agenda for the December meeting to ensure that nothing is left out.

New business: 

Ken with City of Shelton: Questions on how other areas handle foreclosed homes and contractors coming in to winterize the plumbing by blowing out the lines with air. 

Should a double check be mandated at each connection, then charge for the installation and testing? 

Catch the contractor and fine either them or the bank that owns the property?

Remove the meter so there is no connection to the system?

The problem with all of these options is being aware, in advance, which homes are foreclosed. 

There were no definite answers but it was a good discussion of options.

A question was sent out from Bob at the City of Bellevue, and he would like your input as soon as possible:
As discussed, could you please send the following question out to the Group members?

We’re hoping to have any available feedback by this Wednesday (Nov 23rd); sorry for the short notice.

 

 

Tanker Fill Sites
 
o   Who has automated tanker fill sites?
   
 
o   What was the cost to install (actual or estimate)?
   
 
o   What is/was the project payback time considering water sold (5 years, 10 years, etc.)?
   
 
Thank you again for your help, and I hope you have a happy holiday.

 

Bob Hubbert 
Senior Engineering Technician - Water Quality 
City of Bellevue Utilities Department 
Office - (425) 452-6192 
Cellular - (425) 233-7239 
rhubbert@bellevuewa.gov
 

The December meeting will be held 12-21-11 at the City of Redmond from 9a – 1p due to so much that needs to be covered. 

It will be at the City Operations Center located at 18080 NE 76th St, 98052.                  NOT CITY HALL
The meeting will be held in the Trinity Building which is located just east of the employee parking area.

Please bring some fresh ideas for 2012 meeting topics!  See you then.

