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October Seminar in Tacoma
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The all-day seminar took place at the La Quinta Inn and Suites in Tacoma on October 19, 2005 in place of the usual monthly meeting.  

The seminar started with a welcome by Tim Cantwel at 7:30.  The first session was a joint session presented by Mary Howell, Backflow Management Inc. on “Protecting Our Water Quality”.  The basic question that she through out to everyone is “How many lives did I touch today?”  That question was given to us particularly in relation to water quality.  We must understand why we do what we do.  We must understand the importance of why we must keep the water safe to drink.  
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After the first session the attendees split up into two groups.  One group participated in the BAT session that was taught by Denny Lopp from SRC4.  The session was regarding review of backflow assembly testing and diagnosing failures.  Denny covered the basics of the current test procedures in Washington State.  Some of the basic skills he cover included understanding the assembly’s components, how they operate and react to various pressure differential, and testing all components whether they are included on the test notices or not.  Some considerations to keep in mind to improve skills are knowing what component you are testing during each individual step, observing both the gauge reading and how the assembly reacts, and compensate for a failure if you are confident with the procedure so that you may pass the assembly.                                                                                                           
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The rest of those present attended Cross-Connection Control session made up of three morning sessions.   The first presentation was given by Terri Notestine and Simon Tung from the Department of Health (DOH). Terri Notestine spoke on the Washington State Department of Health (DOH) Program update,   Items of special interest to those who have to complete the Annual Summary Report (ASR) are the changes for the ASR.  All systems must use Web-based application to submit forms to DOH.  All systems must also submit the “Annual activities” (blue) form and the “Program summary” (cream) form.  The third change will be a new medical category table on the blue form that reflects a shift to the Cross-Connection Control Compliance Round 2.  The reason for this is to increase compliance amongst the higher hazard facilities.  Example medical categories would include hospitals, kidney dialysis centers, blood centers, dental clinics, nursing homes, mortuaries, and veterinarian clinics.  These types of facilities account for 30 percent of high-hazard premises served statewide.
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Simon Tung spoke next in this session on the Backflow Incident Reporting Form.  Simon discussed the causes of backflow that can be either backsiphonage or backpressure that may be contained within a premise or enter the distribution system.  He gave two examples of actual incidents.  The first case resulted in the contamination caused by a private well connected to a public water system (PWS).  The second case resulted in contamination due to malfunctioning water softener brine in the plumbing system of a high hazard medical facility.  The contamination was contained within the premise with a reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA).  However, even though the contamination was contained; the City water system still suffered bad publicity.  The third case Simon covered was an occasion of air that was injected into the number one test cock of a double check valve to blow out an irrigation system.  It pushed air into the distribution main and into neighboring customer’s services.  It is a common problem.
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Dr. Stuart Assay currently is the Director of Backflow Prevention from the Internal Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAMPO).  Responsibility is divided between the plumbing industry and the water supplier.  The plumbing industry includes the contractor to do the work according to code, the inspector to review the work to protect the building occupants and the property owner who must [image: image8.jpg]


maintain the plumbing in accordance with code.  Water supply protection occurs at the premise because the purveyor is responsible for the water quality, has no control over internal plumbing changes, and is secure from attack.  He spoke on two types of backflow—backsiphonage and backpressure and should be controlled by either and air gap or backflow preventer.  He went into some detail regarding those and other backflow prevention methods.
Gary McLauchlin from the City of Bend, is correctly serving as a SCADA/Telemetry Specialist.  As part of his responsibility to the City, he manages the cross-connection control program.  Gary is in the process of protecting every service in the City of Bend with a backflow preventer.  He went into detail how the City has converting all services in the City to meters, as well as, the backflow preventers. 
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Paul Schwartz holds the position of Chief Engineer in the University of Southern, California, Foundation for Cross-Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (USCFCCCHR).  His presentation covered the approval process of backflow preventers including both the laboratory and field evaluation.  The presentation explained how an assembly is evaluated to determine if it complies with USCFCCCHR standards, and how the approval and approval process can effect the proper installation of the assembly. 
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The last session was made up of a panel for the purpose of discussion and program updates.  The panel included Dave Cantrell the Seattle King County Public Health Chief Plumbing Inspector, Fred Delveccio, the Director of the Washington Environmental Training Center, David Kingsley, BAT Certification and Professional Growth Program Mgr and Judy Jones Deputy Program Mgr, Water Works Operator Certification of DOH.  Each member spoke which was followed up with questions.
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Tim Cantwell gave the closing.  He thanked the speakers, vendors, those who worked on organizing and helping with putting the seminar together and all of those who attended.  There were approximately 121 people who attended.  By and large, it was an excellent seminar.  
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The upcoming meeting is our annual business meeting which include electing new officers.  If you are willing, this is an opportunity for you to serve in a rewarding capacity.  This meeting will also be one of open topics.  However, one of the topics will be hydrant use permits and tanker trucks.  If there are other pertinent issues, be sure to bring them.  It is a good month for discussion.  We also will be in the vicinity of where the Department of Health (DOH) staff will be and may be able to answer question they best can answer.
Bill Bruce, Secretary
The next meeting will be held at the
City of Tumwater

555 Israel Rd SW, 98504

360-252-5458
Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133
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	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	
	2006 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise
and business meetings to precede the topic

	
	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	January 18, 2006
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	February 15,

2006
	Landscaping and Irrigation Issues

Notes: Graves will try and contact as many water districts as possible to try and get copies of their irrigation DCVA standards to hand out. Dave Sheldon, from Northern Waters, will contact WA Assoc of Landsc Prof and the Irr Assoc to invite members and attendees in the landscape industry 
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St. SW
	Michael Graves

City of Bellevue

425-452-2030

	
	March 15, 2006


	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum (open discussion)

Notes: Graves will try to get someone from fire marshals office to answer pre-submitted questions about the new WAC 212 requirements.

ATS will help put questions together
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE

9:00- 12:00


	Dennis McLaughlin

Backflow Assembly Service

206.364.9531



	
	April 19, 2006
	Lake Chaplain/Everett Treatment Plant tour
	Everett treatment plant
	Al Cohen

Snohomish County PUD

425-783-8602

	
	May 17, 2006
	Customer Service and Cross Connection
	City of Snohomish

Snohomish Fire Dept. 

1525 Ave. D
	Dan Miller

360.568.3115 

	
	June 21, 2006
	Water Re-Use and

Tour of Metro King County 

Pumping station
	Alki Beach

TBA
	Charles Taylor

Metro King County

206.684.2417

	
	July 19, 2006
	Quality Assurance/Quality Control

In testing and reporting

Notes:Dan Miller and other volunteers to work on testing video, Fred Delveccio will check with proctors for input
	Silverdale Water District

5300 NW Newberry Hill Rd.
	Skip Beahm

Silverdale Water District

360 692-2604

	
	August 16, 2006
	Annual Picnic
	City of Edmonds

600-3rd Ave. South (City Park)
	Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds

425.771.0235 

	
	September 20, 2006
	Fire System and Equipment Use

And discussion on flow through systems

Notes: purveyors encouraged to bring local fire administrator for input and discussion
	City of Marysville

Marysville Fire Dept.

10701 Shoultes Rd.

Marysville, WA 98271
	Ryan Schank

Snohomish County PUD

425.783.8959

	
	October18, 2006
	Annual Seminar
	La Quinta Inn 
1425 E. 27Th Tacoma, WA 98421-2200
	Mike Graves\Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water Dist.

425.487.4125

	
	November 15, 2006
	Annual Business Meeting

(Election of 2007 Group Officers)
	City of Tumwater
555 Israel Rd SW, 98504

360-252-5458

	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	December 13, 2006
	2007 Planning
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St. SW
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water District

425-487-4125
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