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October Seminar in Tacoma
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The all-day seminar took place at the La Quinta Inn and Suites in Tacoma on October 24th, 2007 in place of the usual monthly meeting.  The seminar started with a welcome by Michael Graves at 7:30.  The first session was a joint session presented by 
The first session was joint session presented by Jeremy Bauer from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  He talked about the Total Coliform Rule (TCR) and Distribution System Rule (DSR) with proposed changes, including the federal cross-connection control (CCC) regulations.  Although the TCR, DSR and CCC issues are inter-related; they are addressed separately.  Several issue papers have been [image: image4.jpg]


developed  for TCR, including compliance analysis, effectiveness of distribution system residuals, indicators, and accumulation of inorganics.  Some of the issue papers for the DSR are cross-connections and backflow, biofilms, intrusion, aging infrastructure and corrosion, covered storage,  and contamination following repair or replacement.  He gave an overview of cross-connections and backflow.  He gave some interesting facts regarding cross-connections.  He referred to the American Backflow Prevention Association (ABPA) 1999 survey that found that 67% of systems had incidents from irrigation system, 43% from fire systems, 43% from garden/wash down hoses and 38% from boiler systems.  The ABPA 2000 survey data states that 34.8% of incidents are caused by routine flushing, 19.2% from main breaks, and 16.2% from service line breaks.  Both chemical and biological contaminants are the most prevalent forms of contaminants..  Prevention and mitigation measures will include maintaining disinfectant residual, isolating the contaminated area, notifying the public, flushing and cleaning the distribution system, and replacing pipeline.  Indicators of potential problems include drops in operating pressure, total Coliform detections, customer complaints, loss of disinfectant residual, and meter running backwards.
[image: image5.jpg]


After the first session the attendees split up into two groups.  One group participated in the backflow assembly tester (BAT) session that was presented Jim Purzycki.  He is a wholesale distributor of backflow assembly repair parts and has been a manager of BAVCO for the last 25 years.  The purpose of the presentation was to help the backflow assembly tester (BAT) to better protect by assuring that a backflow prevention assembly continues to protect an actual or potential cross-connection, to annually test the assembly and to repair if necessary.  He helped the attendees better understand the importance of protecting water quality of the distribution system by understanding how to diagnosis and detect problems with backflow assemblies.
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The rest of the attendees of the Cross-Connection Control session listened to three other morning sessions.  The first presentation was given by Terri Notestine and Simon Tung from the Department of Health (DOH). Terri Notestine spoke on the Washington State Department of Health (DOH) Program updates.  The first issue that she discussed was the Cross-Connection Control (CCC) -related regulation changes that included regulations that are to be written in “plain talk”, clarification of and addition of definitions, clarify regulatory intent, and development of the consistency with other state CCC regulations.  The second major issue was CCC compliance strategy.  There are two violation types.  They are identifying systems via the Annual Summary Reports (ASRs), and sanitary surveys and special purpose investigations.  Difficulties have arisen due to several issues in retrofitting high hazard facilities.  They are premises isolation for multi-tenant facilities, strip malls, multi-story, and isolation of existing buildings, such as, medical facilities, and retrofitting RPBAs.  An issue paper will be developed for management.
Simon Tung spoke next in this session on the Backflow Incident Reporting Form.  Simon discussed the causes of backflow that can be either backsiphonage or backpressure that may be contained within a premise or enter the distribution system. He stated that the current backflow incident form produced by the State replaces the form in the AWWA manual and is designed for on-screen completion in MS Word.  Incidents that affect the Public Water System (PWS) must notify the Department of Health (DOH), the local health jurisdiction and the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ).  Simon placed an emphasis on backflow protection against auxiliary water supplies.  If auxiliary water supply is present on a premise; then an RPBA is required to protect the premise if there is an interconnection and recommended the same for those premises that do not have any interconnection.
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One incident relating to auxiliary water occurred in a medium sized city.  The water utility noticed that the meter was flowing backwards and found pressure even when water was shut off.  They found that the premises had been interconnected to an irrigation supply.  An RPBA protecting the public water system (PWS) froze with a DCVA that was installed backwards.  The owner was told to replace the DCVA with a properly installed RPBA.  Fortunately Coliform samples were negative.  The utility educated the property owner, notified affected consumers, and sent completed backflow incident forms to DOH.
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Sharon Pettit is the Building and Fire Official for the City of Snohomish.  Her presentation was about forging working relationships between Building Officials and Purveyors and the collective consistency in enforcement of the codes relative to cross-connection control, recognizing that it will always be an evolving process for public safety and health.  A primary emphasis of hers was for the building official to deputize an individual from the water department.
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Dave Cantrell has been with the Chief Plumbing Inspector for Seattle and King County Public Health since 2004.  Dave focused on the modifications to the 2006 Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) particularly in relation to cross-connection control provisions as a result of both the national and state level code development process.  Attention was given to the statewide amendments to the code that took effect in the State of Washington on July 1, 2007.  Included in the presentation was a discussion of the various types of fire sprinkler systems, their intended uses and their affect on cross-connection control, especially with the national movement to require fire sprinklers in residential construction.  John Neff, the Building Official and Fire Marshal of the City of Lacey, spoke in addition to Dave, more particularly about fire sprinkler systems. 
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After the morning sessions we broke for lunch.  After lunch, we resumed the remainder of the sessions jointly.  

Paul Schwartz holds the position of Chief Engineer in the University of Southern California, and Foundation for Cross-Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (USCFCCCHR).  A performance based standard was a key phrase in his presentation.  A standard defines what a product is supposed to do, a procedure for testing or evaluation a product, or cause for failure or refection of that product.  The American Water Works Association (AWWA) sets standards for components for use in the water industry.  USCFCCCHR approves backflow prevention assemblies that meet certain performance based standards.  Tests that USC uses are hydrostatic, pressure loss, check valve closing points, thermal test, and cycle test are among that test.  His presentation covered the approval process of backflow preventers including both the laboratory and field evaluation.  An assembly must complete both the laboratory and field tests.  Assemblies are only approved in the orientation(s) that the manufactures ask USCFCCCHR to do.  The presentation explained how an assembly is evaluated to determine if it complies with USCFCCCHR standards, and how the approval and approval process can effect the proper installation of the assembly. 
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The last session was made up of a panel for the purpose of discussion and program updates.  The panel included Cheryl Bergener, Program Manager for the state’s Water Works Operator Certification Program which regulates 2,640 public water systems and 5,800 certified operators.  Fred Delveccio, the Director of the Washington Environmental Training Center, David Kingsley, BAT Certification and Professional Growth Program Manager and Judy Carter Deputy Program Mgr, Water Works Operator Certification of DOH  and Peggy Barton, Associate Director, Certification Services, Green River Community College.   A large number of questions were asked at the BAT forum March 2007.  There were some interesting questions.  One of them was how far up the “chain of command” will these issues go?  The answer was as high as Peggy Johnson, Deputy Director, and Office of Drinking Water (ODW).  Another question was, will the WAC be amended for assembly clearance and accessibility?  They said that the regulations already address the issue.
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Fred Delvecchio spoke on the upcoming opportunities in CCC and BAT career in the next 3 to 10 years.  Many experienced employees will be retiring and businesses and public utilities will be seeking replacements.  WETRC and others have worked together for more than 30 years to provide education and training in cross-connection control, backflow assembly testing and many related areas.
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Gary Rhoades, who is the Executive Director of Evergreen Rural Water of Washington (ERWOW), spoke on the training and assistance available through ERWOW.  The organization will continue to contribute to a successful career by identifying emerging training, career opportunities, and identify training needs to help keep current with certification requirements.  It will also provide information on a resource that water professionals can use to help provide the safest water possible within their jurisdiction.
Michael Graves gave the closing.  He thanked the speakers, vendors, those who worked on organizing and helping with putting the seminar together and all of those who attended.  There were at least 150 people, including vendors, speakers and attendees who attended.  By and large, it was a good seminar.  
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Thanks are given to all who participated, including the speakers, vendors, and group members who helped to make the seminar happen.  Special thanks are given to those that traveled long distances.  They were Jeremy Bauer from Washington, DC, Paul Schwartz from Los Angeles, CA, and Jim Purzycki  from Long Beach, CA.
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I was given many more pictures by our seminar photographer than I could possibly insert into the newsletter.  He included pictures of the logos of several vehicles.  I included only two of what I thought were the more interesting ones.
The upcoming meeting is our annual business meeting which include electing new officers.  If you are willing, this is an opportunity for you to serve in a rewarding capacity.  This meeting will also be one of open topics.  However, one of the topics will be hydrant use permits and tanker trucks.  If there are other pertinent issues, be sure to bring them.  It is a good month for discussion.  We also will be in the vicinity of where the Department of Health (DOH) staff will be and may be able to answer question that they best can answer.
Bill Bruce, Secretary
The next meeting will be held at the
City of Tumwater

555 Israel Rd SW, 98504

360-252-5458
on November 14th, 2007
Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133
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	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	
	2007 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted 
Business meetings to precede the topic

	
	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	January 19, 2007
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	
	February 21,

2007
	Landscaping and Irrigation Issues

Winterizing/proper connections

And related issues

Guests/speakers:
	Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	
	March 21,

 2007


	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, video, test report issues,

Vendors, door prizes

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE, Bellevue

9:00- 12:00


	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030



	
	April 18, 

2007
	Rain Water Re-use, Auxiliary Supplies, and reclaimed water, approved and unapproved

Guests/Speakers: Teri Notestine, Dave Cantrell

                                Severne Johnson
	Highline Water District

23828 30th Ave S

Kent, WA 
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	
	May 16, 

2007
	2006 UPC adoption 

2006 UPC will be adopted, what does that mean to water purveyors and BAT’s

Guests/Speakers: Dave Cantrell
	City of Everett

Legion Park

145 Alverson Blvd

Everett, WA 
	William Bruce

City of Everett

425-257-8833 

	
	June 20,

 2007
	Fire Hydrants, Fill sites, tanker trucks,

And air gap inspections, policies and issues

Guests/Speakers: Al Cohen, Scott Jonas
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St SW

Edmonds, WA 
	Charles Taylor

Metro King County

206.684.2417

	
	July 18, 

2007
	GROUP Tour Safeway Ice Cream Plant


	1227 124th Ave NE

Bellevue*

*because of security we will meet next door TBD
	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030

	
	August 15, 2007
	Annual Picnic

What’s an acceptable level of risk

In risk assessment

Guests/Speakers:
	Grass Lawn Park
7031 148th Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052

	Doug Bucklin 

City of Redmond

425-556-2847

	
	September 19, 2007
	Fire System and Equipment Use

And discussion on flow through systems

Guests/Speakers: Jerry Jacobsen

	City of Marysville

Marysville Fire Dept.

10701 Shoultes Rd

Marysville, WA


	Ryan Schank

Snohomish County PUD

425.783.8959

	
	October24, 2007
	Annual Seminar

Guests/Speakers: TBD
	Laquinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Michael Graves

425-452-2030

Mick Holte

425-398-4417

	
	November 14, 2007  (Note date has changed)
	Annual Business Meeting

(Election of 2007 Group Officers)
	City of Tumwater

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA
	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030

	
	December 12, 2007
	2008 Agenda Pizza and Planning
	Northshore Utility District

6830 NE 185th St

Kenmore, WA


	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417
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