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The Group

PO Box 94551

Seattle, WA  98124

www.backflowgroup.org
OFFICER CONTACT INFORMATION
Chair             Mick Holte
                                                             Phone: 425 361 6323        mickholte@hotmail.com 


Vice Chair:   Dean Cassinelli                    Firgrove Mutual Water     Phone: 253 845 1542

                     dean@firgrove.org
Treasurer:      Mary Gonzales                   Clear Waters Backflow 
 Phone: 425 773 1414

                      mgonzales124@yahoo.com   Testing



Secretary:      Kathy Caldwell
City of Redmond

 Phone: 425 556 2847


kcaldwell@redmond.gov




 Fax:     425 556 4222

                         THE ANNUAL CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL SEMINAR

                                             ATTENDANCE OCTOBER 19TH, 2011

The annual WWCCPP Cross Connection Seminar for 2011 was kicked off at 7:35AM by Chairman Mick Holte on October 19th, 2011  He first introduced the vendors that came to show us there products, equipment, and software.  We would like to thank each and every one of them for their interest in The Group and sharing their goods and knowledge with us.  We also appreciate the fabulous door prizes they brought with them.
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MANUFACTURERS REPS:

Hollabaugh Brothers & Assoc, Jeff Woodard         Gordon & Associates, Kris Hamal

Mechanical Agents, Dave Luckenbach     

PARTS AND EQUIPMENT REPS:

Branon Instrument Co., Sherri Nelson
                 Bavco, Dennis Vandeberghe   

Coast to Coast Backflow Supply, Tom Hempel       Hot Box, Steve Jones

The Part Works, Inc., Mac McAninch                       PSI Proctor Sales, Inc., 

                                    Larry Farley                           Gary Roberson

SOFTWARE & TRAINING
BAT Database, Jack Allenfort                                   BMI, Kathryn Mattimore

Tokay Software, Lora Peers                                       XC2 Software, Randy Engle

                            Mead McCarthy                                                       Danielle Holm

GoldStreet Design, John Gross

Thanks again for everyone’s participation and interest!!

Our first guest speaker was Denny Lopp
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Denny retired in 2002 after 40 years at Modern Electric Water Company.  He was the Water Superintendant for his last 10 years.  He is highly certified as a WDM4, CCA, BAT and has been a CCS and BAT instructor for 32 years.

Denny delivered a very complete presentation for BATs, plumbers, and CCCSs.  He covered a wide range of topics (A-Z) including state regulations, state approval process for backflow prevention assemblies, component parts, operation, and installation requirements.

If you would like more details, you can contact Denny at lopko@comcast.net.

Session 2 started off with DOH, Office of Drinking Waters’ Terri Notestine (camera shy, no photo), followed up by Chris McCord and finished up by Judy Carter and Peggy Barton. 
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Terri’s primary responsibilities include management of the Cross Connection Program for the Office of Drinking Water at the State of Washington, Department of Health.

Her presentation included updates to the Department of Health’s Cross Connection Program.  If you would like to be added to the rule making email list, go to listserv.wa.gov.

Chris McCord is now the Supervisor/Program Manager of the Waterworks Operation Certification Program for the Office f Drinking Water at the Department of Health.

He presented us with updates regarding the DOH CCC Program.  Information was given regarding the proposed Operator Certification regulation changes and responsibilities that will directly affect purveyors, certified BATs, and CCSs.

Judy Carter has worked for the State of Washington for over 24 years, 22 years of which has been for the DOH.  She is the Deputy Program Manager for Water Works Operator Certification, and is responsible for BAT complaint and enforcement activities.

For more information and details, go to www.wacertservices.org
At 11:45 we broke for lunch and some socializing.  Here are a few more pics of friends:
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Mike Lueck is the Vice President, Engineering & Quality Assurance for Mid-West Instrumentation.  For Session 3, Mike brought up some very interesting thoughts and points regarding Test Kit Standards.  He had a power point presentation and spoke of the history of test kits, the old site tubes, and a mercury manometer.  Mercury??!  Anyway, he gave an excellent presentation, and I’m sure he would be willing to talk or answer any questions you may have.  He can be reached at mlueck@midwestinstrument.com    

                                                                                                  Jim Purzycki opened session 4 with the topic of Hydraulics and the Problems It Can Cause.

Jim has been a licensed BAT and plumber for 30 years.  He is currently the manager of BAVCO, a wholesale/retail distributor of backflow assembly repair parts and test equipment. 

His presentation addressed the basic principles of hydraulics and how these forces can create big problems for backflow assemblies when they are not properly applied.

If you have questions or just would like to discuss an issue with Jim, he can be reached at jim@bavco.com
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Garrett Yates would wrap up the day with an inspirational talk entitled “How important is your job?”

Garrett has worked throughout the northwest in implementing and maintaining cross connection programs; has extensive experience in Safe Water Drinking Act requirements; he’s worked with the EPA and Indian Health Service, and has many more impressive credentials, as well as a BAT exam Proctor.

Garrett made so many good points that the best way to sum it up would be that CCS’s & BATs need to be familiar with their jobs and take them very seriously.  Report problems seen in the field, correct things that are wrong, and keep your equipment maintained. 

In closing, and to quote Garrett:  884 million people in this world do not have access to clean drinking water.  Half of the hospitalizations are due to water related diseases, and one of every five children under the age of five suffers from contaminated water.

This is not the case in the United States due to multiple barriers.  There are roughly 155,000 public water systems in the country and thanks to agencies working throughout the United States to adopt and enforce rules and regulations relating to drinking water, we all have very safe drinking water.

For all of your customers that say water is too expensive and should be free, it is!  It does however cost money to collect it, treat it, deliver it and keep it safe!

Thanks to all of you who are devoted to the cause and do your best to help us make the difference.

Kathy Caldwell

WWCCPP Sec.
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	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	January 19, 2011

Starts 9:00am
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	February 16, 2011
	Irrigation Systems and Related Issues
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St SW

Edmonds, WA
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	March 16, 2011

Starts 9:00am
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, test report issues,

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE 

Bellevue WA

9:00- 12:00
	Doug Bucklin

Bob Eastwood



	April 20, 2011
	Gray water, rain water, ground water and auxiliary water
	Olympia: details to be determined

	Dave Cantrell

dave.cantrell@kingcounty.gov


	May 18, 2011
	Flow-through fire systems
	City of Redmond

18080 NE 76th St 

Redmond, Wa 98052

         
	Todd Short

tshort@redmond.gov             Kathy Caldwell

kcaldwell@redmond.gov


	June 15, 2011
	Field Trip, possibly Spada Lake
	To be determined


	Ryan Schank

r.schank@snopud.com


	July 20, 2011
	Chemical/Cleaner Injection Systems

	Highline Water District


	Mike Becker

Mick Holte



	August 17, 2011
	Annual Picnic

Topic to be determined
	Grass Lawn Park, 7031 148th Ave NE 98052  Redmond, WA
	Kathy Caldwell

425-556-2847

	September 21, 2011
	Yellow Manual


	City of Issaquah
	

	October 19, 2011
	Annual Seminar


	Laquinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Mick Holte , Doug Bucklin, Dennis McLaughlin, Kathy Caldwell, Dan Miller, Linda McMurphy, Casey Parks

	November 16, 2011
	Annual Business Meeting--Elections

(Election of 2012 Group Officers)
	Firgrove Water
10408 144th St E    Puyallup, 98374
	Dean Cassinelli

dean@firgrove.org


	December 21, 2011


	2012 Agenda and Planning
	City of Redmond

 
	Sandy Love

Dennis McLaughlin




The next meeting will be held at Firgrove Water on November 16, 2011 at 10:00 AM.  

                                                                                                                                                                     Firgrove’s address is 10408 144th St. E.

Puyallup, WA 98374

Take 167 south, exit on S.R. 512 towards Tacoma, Approximately 2 miles take the South Hill Mall exit.  At the end of the ramp make a left and head south on Meridian.  Approximately 2.5 miles make a left on 144th St. E.  Firgrove is two blocks east on the south end of the street. 

Visitors will be able to park in the back lot.

