`
September 2008 Newsletter
The Group

PO Box 94551

Seattle, WA  98124

www.backflowgroup.org
	Chair
	Mick Holte
Northshore Utility District m_holte@nud.net
	Northshore Utility District
6830 NE 185th St
Kenmore, WA 98028
	Voice
Fax
	425-398-4417
425-398-4432

	Vice Chair
	Dennis McLaughlin                     Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Prevention Service       mclaughlinbackflowtesting@msn.com
	Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Prevention Service                         11345 19th Ave NE     Seattle, WA  98125
	Voice
	206-364-9531

	Treasurer
	Doug Bucklin
City of Bellevue dbucklin@bellevuewa.gov
	City of Bellevue Utilities P.O. Box 90012Bellevue, WA 98009
	Voice
Fax
	(425)-452-5208
(425)-452-5208

	Secretary
	Bill Bruce
City of Everett
wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us
	3200 Cedar Street
Everett, WA 98201
	Voice
Fax
	(425)-257-8833
 (425)-257-8882

	Past Chair
	Michael Graves
City of Bellevue

Mgraves@ bellevuewa.gov
	City of Bellevue Utilities

P.O. Box 90012

Bellevue, WA 98009
	Voice

Fax
	(425)-452-2030

(425)-452-7116


The meeting was called to order at 10:10 AM on September 17th, 2008 by Mick Holte.  List of members (that signed in) attending the meeting is enclosed.  A master list of past attendees went around so that people in the Group could make corrections to it.  There were self-introductions.
There was some discussion about the upcoming seminar that will be held at the La Quinta Inn and Suites on October 15th, 2008.  The need for closed circuit television was raised.  Scott Hallenberg volunteered to bring some of the equipment to the seminar.  Bob Eastwood also received authorization from the group to buy a gift for Jim Purzycki.  Although 
The topic of the day was fire detection and suppression systems from the perspective of fire department personnel.  Water has the advantage of being an extinguishing agent of fires.  Important considerations of water to consider are the pressure and velocity (volume), and friction caused by the pipe size, bends and length of pipe.  Other considerations are the water source, water treatment plant, storage, fire department connections, and familiarity of the system, piping arrangement, valves and type of hydrant, such as, a dry barrel hydrant, and the quality and maintenance of the water distribution system.  Some water systems color code their fire hydrants to distinguish water pressure and flow (gallons per minute (GPM)) at each hydrant.
The private purposes of the water supply can be one or more of three situations.  One is for firefighting.  Another is for fire fighting and domestic uses, particularly sanitary reasons.  The third purpose is for fighting fires and manufacturing.

Potential problems for firefighters are of the following: 1) lack of maintenance of the water system, 2) loss of power to water pumps, 3) limited water pressure, 4) availability of the water supply with adequate supply and pressure, and 5) familiarity of the water system by firefighters.
Ninety-six percent of the fire systems are reliable when installed and maintained properly.  Components of a fire system are the fire department connections, valves, piping, sprinkler heads, control valves, post indicator valves (PIVs), outside screw and yoke (OS & Y) valves, wall PIVs, indicator valves and automatic drain valves.  Check valves prevent recirculation with a fire system.  The backflow preventer is generally required by the water purveyor.  An overview of the water systems for fire fighting is the water supply, piping system, valves and the sprinkler system with heads.
There are those occasions when a fire service must be shut down for various reasons.  A competent plant person or contractor should perform routine maintenance or repairs and not fire department personnel.  When a fire system is shut down, it is said to be impaired.  A planned shut down is usually done for routine maintenance, testing, and renovating.  An unplanned shut down is done for such situation suck as frozen or broken pipes, system failure or sprinkler head that was shut off.  Fire safety measures are required that may include a fire guard or fire watch, suspension of hazards or addition of manual fire fighting equipment.
Other interesting information of fire systems is that a single sprinkler head can put out approximately 18 gpm.  Two or more sprinkler heads may put out approximately 13 gpm for at least 10 minutes.  Piping that is exposed to freezing conditions either may use glycol requiring a reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA) or piping that is kept dry until a fire opens up a sprinkler head.
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Bob Eastwood revisited the issue of gray water and rain water harvesting that has been discussed at previous meetings.  He passed around pictures that better show different components of a rain water collection system.
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The pictures to the left and to the right show collection tanks.  The pictures to the right also show premise backflow prevention assemblies.  The picture to the left shows a filter that is used in such systems.  The picture on the lower left shows a pump that is used in such systems.
Special thanks are given to the City of Marysville Fire Department for the use of their facilities and Ryan Schank.
Bill Bruce, Secretary
The next meeting will be the Group’s annual seminar which will take place at the 
La Quinta Inn, 1425 E 27th St, Tacoma, Washington 98421.
The mapquest web link is as follows:  http://www.mapquest.com/maps?city=Tacoma&state=WA&address=1425+E+27th+St%2C&zipcode=98421 
WCCPP GROUP ATTENDANCE

DATE: September 17th, 2008

	NAME
	COMPANY
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Barr, Scott
	City of Monroe
	360-863-4546
	sbarr@ci.monroe.wa.us

	Bruce, William
	City of Everett
	425-257-8833
	wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us

	Eastwood, Robert
	SPU
	206-233-2635
	robert.eastwood@seattle.gov

	Epp, Victoria
	Firgrove Mutual Water Co.
	
	vepp@firgrove.org

	Forsmark, Karen
	West Sound Utility District
	360-876-25 45
	kformark@wsud.us

	Gonzales, Mary
	Clearwater Backflow Testing
	425-773-1414
	

	Greenwood, Jay
	City of Bellingham
	
	

	Hallenberg, Scott
	Tacoma Water
	253-502-8215
	shallenb@cityoftacoma.org

	Holte, Mick
	Northshore Utility Dist.
	425-398-4417
	mholte@nud.net

	Lee, Mike
	City of Bellingham, Public Works
	360-676-6850
	mlee@cob.org

	McLaughlin, Dennis
	Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Assembly Service
	206-364-9531
	mclaughlinbackflowtesting@msn.com

	Miller, Dan
	Three Lakes Water
	425-334-6263
	danielmiller07@comcast.net

	Ottow, Jordan
	City of Monroe
	360-863-4546
	

	Parks, Casey
	Silver Lake W.D.
	425-750-9854
	cparks@slwd.org

	Schank, Ryan
	Snohomish County PUD
	425-783-8916
	rlschank@snopud.com

	Young, Lewis
	Aacra Testing
	425-334-4507
	lewisyoung@msn.com


	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	2008 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted               
Business meetings to precede the topic

	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	January 16, 2008
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

9:00-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	February 20, 2008
	Landscaping and Irrigation Issues

Winterizing/proper connections

And related issues

Guests/speakers:
	Snohomish County PUD

2320 California Ave

Everett, WA 98201
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	March 19, 2008
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, test report issues,

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE 
Bellevue WA
10:00- 12:00
	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030



	April 16, 2008
	Dialysis equipment/home dialysis machines.  Davita manufacturers Representative speaking on request for exemption for RPBA requirements.
	Highline Water District

23828 30th Ave S

Kent, WA 
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	May 21, 2008
	Premise Isolation as it relates to Table Nine Facilities
	Mercer Island Community Center, Room # 102

 8236 SE24th 

Mercer Island, WA 08036
	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030



	June 18, 2008
	Rainwater and green buildings—plumbing code and cross-connection control interpretations
	Seattle Public Utilities
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	July 16, 2008
	Tour of Green River treatment plant


	
	Michael Graves

Bellevue Utilities

425-452-2030

	August 20, 2008
	Annual Picnic

Topic: Espresso makers and coffee machines—are they boilers that need an RPBA.
	Grass Lawn Park, 7031 148th Ave NE 98052  Redmond, WA

	Doug Bucklin

City of Bellevue

425-452-5208

	September 17, 2008
	Fire System and Equipment Use


	City of Marysville

Marysville Fire Dept.

10701 Shoultes Rd

Marysville, WA
	Ryan Schank

Snohomish County PUD

425.783.8959

	October 15, 2008
	Annual Seminar

Guests/Speakers: Jim Purzycki

	Laquinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	November 19, 2008
	Annual Business Meeting

(Election of 2009 Group Officers)
	Northshore Utility District

6830 NE 185th St

Kenmore, WA
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	December 17, 2008
	2008 Agenda Pizza and Planning
	Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417











