
September 2004 Newsletter
The Group
PO Box 94551
Seattle, WA  98124
www.backflowgroup.org
	 Chair
	Dennis McLaughlin B0205

McLaughlinBackflowTesting@msn.com
	11345 19th Ave NE

Seattle, WA 98125
	Voice/ Fax
Cell
	206-364-9531

206-419-0774

	Vice Chair
	Dan Miller
City of Snohomish

miller@ci.snohomish.wa.us
	116 Union Ave

Snohomish, WA 98290
	Voice
Fax
	360) 568-3115 

(360) 568-1375

	Secretary
	Chris Purdy B4187

abcwaterspecialtyinc@msn.com
	12 East Intercity Ave

Everett, WA 98208
	Voice
Fax
	425-355-9826

425-347-9389

	Treasurer
	Doug Bucklin
City of Redmond

dbucklin@redmond.gov
	18080 NE 76th St

Redmond, WA  98052
	Voice
Fax
	425-556-2847

425-556-4222

	Past Chair
	Roger Nottage
Fruitland Water Dist.

roger@fruitlandwater.com
	PO Box 73759

Puyallup WA 98373
	Voice
Fax
	253-848-5519

253-845-5464


 
The meeting was called to order by Dennis McLaughlin at 10:15 AM.
.
List of members (that signed in) attending the meeting is enclosed.
September’s Meeting was an Open Session / Insurance
Meeting was conducted by Dennis McLaughlin
Self introductions were given.  Dave Cantrell (Chief Plumbing Inspector, Seattle & King County Public Health) and Les Dorris also of the Seattle & King County Public Health contributed to the discussion.  Also they introduced Tracy Justice (Building Supervisor) of Snohomish County.
Working relationship with the purveyors, Health Department and Inspectors was essential.  The counties needed to have joint meetings and include the purveyors.  The budgets for each county are a big part of what each county can do.
Tracey (T.J.) Justice (Snohomish County Planning and Development Services) and Dan Miller have open communications.  Tracey oversees all commercial buildings, surface water and plumbing.  Tim (Woodinville Water) volunteered his facilitiy for meetings to discuss CCS issues.  It was mentioned that some water districts are doing their own thing so it would be good for all districts to communicate.
Tim (Woodinville Water) is looking into CEU’s for the CCS.  Tim will try to contact George Bratton about putting on a class about managing a program.  It was discussed if it should be a separate day or a meeting day.  Dennis suggested a separate day in November or December.

Insurance for the BATS was discussed and Dennis submitted a contact.

HUMBLE & DAVENPORT

MARK HERMILLER

425-223-8221

E-MAIL-MHERMILLER @QWEST.NET

It was discussed who is liable in case of an incident.  It was discussed that since the water district provides a list of BAT’s the purveyor is liable.  Some thought the tester and the owner would be liable.  Putting a disclaimer on paperwork was mentioned.  Several members referred to the WAC Element 6.   The liability issue for each district and conformity between everyone would be helpful.  Putting BAT’s on the purveyors list only if they have insurance was also mentioned.

An incident where the customer wanted antique fixtures in their home but the fixtures did not meet the plumbing codes.  The owner wrote a disclaimer which does not always work..  School district can not give away their liability.  Twenty or thirty years ago things were done differently but now it has changed.  After 911 policies changed and strict procedures are taken more seriously.
Coke Cola and Pepsi people are not journeyman plumbers and they are installing their equipment.  This is a big issue.  There are no permits needed to put in soda machines.  E-mail Les Dorris  les.dorris@seattle.gov because one of his jobs is code enforcements  We need to work with the  cola people and get the communication going.  If the carbonation goes into cooper it produces carbonic acid (which turns liquid Blue or is bitter in taste) which is deadly.  It has to go into stainless or plastic. Plumbing to a carbonator can only be solely to the carbonator and not to the coffee maker also

We need to get the building inspectors involved with working together especially with rain water harvesting, cisterns, harvesting ground water for toilets and many other issues.  

Talked about Eco Labs – soap dispensers – atmospheric air vacuum breakers.  Atmosphere air vacuum breakers have two buttons on the top.  Solitron 1000 is a model used in kitchens..  
It was discussed about companies coming in and pulling BAT’s tags that are current and retesting them.  It was felt this was fraud and contempt to regulations.  It was suggested to go the customer but it was felt this was not enough.  There is nothing fraudulent to the state about testing an assembly twice but to some purveyors this is intolerable.  Tearing off tags and retesting is very hard to control.  On new construction some assemblies are tested a couple of times accidentally but we are depending on the integrity of the company testing.
We talked about tracking failed test reports or if a business sales to another business and they do not need backflow protection.  Usually the purveyor takes a survey of the property and proceeds accordingly.  Exemptions can be written up in the annual summary report.
BAT’s not getting paid by the customer and the BAT withholding test reports was discussed.  There are no state regulations on this issue but reports need to be sent in a timely manner. Refer to the WAC.  Jurisdiction in the marina and Backflow protection was discussed and the RV park situation was also discussed.  Conformity of these issues is needed.

The meeting was very informative and everyone participated in the discussions.

Bates Technical College will host the October 20th Meeting.
The meeting will start at 10am and the location of the meeting is:
1101 South Yakima, Tacoma 98405
Topic will be Fire Systems Forum
The classroom is at the south end of building W, room W110 in the basement.

Parking is very limited so carpool if you can. Parking is ok up the hill between 11th & 12th at the Rite Aide lot.

Thank you,
Chris Purdy 
WWCCPPGroup
Attendance List
September 15th  2004
City of Seattle
Allel Hunter


City of Auburn



253-931-3064

Bob Eastwood


Seattle Pubic Utilities



206-233-2635

Bob Heivilin


Shoreline Water



206-366-1742

Chris Beller


WSDOT




206-935-9288

Chris Purdy


ABC Water Specialty



425-355-9826

Dan Miller


City of Snohomish



360-568-3115

Dave Cantrell


Seattle/KC Public Health


206-233-7914

David Kingsley

WETRC






Dennis McLaughlin

McLaughlin Backflow Testing Service
206-364-9531
Doug Bucklin


City of Redmond



425-556-2847

Dominic McLaughlin

Tester





360-598-4445

Gabriel Olives


WSDOT




206-384-2186

Gary Babb


Mechanical Agents Inc.


206-464-1925

Larry R. Holmes

Olympia View Water



425-774-7769

Les Dorris


Seattle/KC Public Health


206-233-5135

Linda McMurphy

City of Edmonds



425-771-0235

Scott Hallenberg

Tacoma Water




253-502-8215

Scott Steckline

City of Auburn



253-288-3169

Tim Cantwell


Woodinville Water District


425-487-4125

Tina Weith


Mechanical Agents



206-464-1925

Tracey Justice


Snohomish County


425-388-3311 x2196

William Bruce


City of Everett




425-257-8833
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	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	
	 
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	Terri Notestine

	
	January 21, 2004
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities
	WSDOH

	
	 
	 
	  3628 South 35th St. Tacoma
	360-236-3133

	
	 
	
	 
	Bob Eastwood

	
	February 18, 2004
	Landscape Irrigation Issues
	City of Edmonds
	Seattle Public Utilities

	
	 
	
	 7110 – 210th Street SW
	206-233-2635

	
	 
	 
	
	Dennis McLaughlin

	
	March 17, 2004
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum
	Tacoma Public Utilities
	Backflow Assembly Service

	
	 
	 
	3628 South 35th Street Tacoma
	206-364-9531

	
	 
	
	 
	Dan Miller

	
	April 21, 2004
	Table 9 Issues
	City of Mercer Island
	City of Snohomish

	
	 
	
	 9611 SE 36th Street
	360-568-3115

	
	 
	 
	
	Roger Nottage

	
	May 19, 2004
	Local Administrative Authority Issues
	City of Seattle Operations
	Fruitland Mutual Water

	
	 
	 
	2700 Airport Way South Seattle
	253-848-5519

	
	 
	
	 
	Bill Bruce

	
	June 16, 2004
	Incident Response and Reporting
	City of Edmonds
7110 – 210th Street SW
	City of Everett



	
	 
	
	 
	425-257-8833

	
	 
	 
	
	Bob Eastwood

	
	July 21, 2004
	Chemical Addition Systems (Soap)
	Silverdale Water District
	Seattle Public Utilities

	
	 
	 
	5300 NW Newbery Hill Rd 
	206-233-2635

	
	 
	
	 
	Linda McMurphy

	
	August 18, 2004
	Current Issues - Annual Picnic
	City of Edmonds
	City of Edmonds

	
	 
	
	 600-3rd Ave. South – City Park
	425-771-0235

	
	 
	 
	
	Larry Holmes

	
	September 15, 2004
	Open Session / Insurance
	City of Seattle
2700 Airport Way South  Seattle 
	Olympic View Water 

425-774-7769

	
	 
	
	Bates Technical College 
	Tim Cantwell

	
	October 2004
	Fire Systems
	1101 South Yakima
	Woodinville Water District

	
	 
	
	  Tacoma 98405
	425-483-9104

	
	 
	 
	
	Dennis McLaughlin

	
	November 17, 2004
	Annual Business Meeting
	Lakehaven Utilities District
	Backflow Assembly Service

	
	 
	 
	
	206-364-9531

	
	 
	
	 
	Dennis McLaughlin

	
	December 15, 2004
	2005 Planning
	Seattle Public Utilities Operations
	Backflow Assembly Service

	
	 
	 
	 
	206-364-9531


