
February 2009 Newsletter
The Group

PO Box 94551

Seattle, WA  98124

www.backflowgroup.org
	Chair
	Dennis McLaughlin                     Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Prevention Service       mclaughlinbackflowtesting@msn.com
	Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Prevention Service                         11345 19th Ave NE     Seattle, WA  98125
	Voice
Fax
	206-364-9531

	Vice Chair
	Bob Eastwood                           City of Seattle   robert.eastwood@seattle.gov
	Seattle Public Utilities          500 5th Ave #3100          Seattle, WA  98104
	Voice Fax        
	206-364-9531 206-684-7585

	Treasurer
	Mary Gonzales              Clearwater Backflow Testing  petergon1@yahoo.com
	
	Voice
Fax
	425-773-1414 425-775-1413

	Secretary
	Bill Bruce
City of Everett
wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us
	Everett Public Works  3200 Cedar Street
Everett, WA 98201
	Voice
Fax
	425-257-8833
425-257-8882

	Past Chair
	Mick Holte
Northshore Utility District m_holte@nud.net
	Northshore Utility District
6830 NE 185th St
Kenmore, WA 98028
	Voice

Fax
	425-398-4417
425-398-4432


The topic of the day was primarily Irrigation Systems.
The meeting was called to order 10:05 A.M. February 18, 2009 by the new Chair Dennis McLaughlin.

A list of members (that signed in) attending the ASR meeting is enclosed.  Self-Introductions were given.
Dennis McLaughlin encouraged attendees to become Group members because of the benefits that can be obtained, including the monthly newsletter.  The dues form can be obtained from Mary Gonzales directly or from the Group website:  www.backflowgroup.org.  Dennis also asked attendees to submit their ideas for future Group meeting topics.  Membership dues should be paid by March 1st, 2009 at the still low rate of $10.00 for the year.

The Treasurer reports that there is $18,169.53 currently in The Group’s account.
The focus of the meeting was irrigation systems.  The discussion began with testing of irrigation backflow preventers.  One important problem is finding these systems.  There are any times that a tester will find irrigation systems and remind the owner the assembly needs testing.  However, the owner tells the tester that they are waiting for the water purveyor to send out the test notices.  The backflow assembly tester (BAT) will make note that the system exists at the facility.  Some jurisdictions work on permit, meter readers, locate, observation, etc.  When they are aware that the resident has such a system, they will leave a note or write to the home owner that the irrigation system assembly needs to be tested.
Another interesting matter is either buried or above ground irrigation drip systems that get their water supply from hose faucets with or without hose faucet vacuum breakers.  Many times they are manifold directly off the hose faucet.  Silver Lakes says that if they are permanently plumbed, the system doesn’t exit.
Northshore Water District---on water availability regarding fireservices, boiler, irrigation systems, etc. which gives Mick a better handle on various cross-connections and water uses  Water use forms are sent out to water customers with various uses on the forms helps.  Three Lakes disallows irrigation systems according to their bylaws due to small water storage.  It is difficult to monitor both illegal water use and cross-connection control.
The chair raised the question whether utilities had problems with test reports being returned.  Some home owners don’t know what to do with test reports, that is, where to send them.  Most BATs know to send them to the appropriate jurisdiction.  If they don’t know which jurisdiction, BATs will call.  Some jurisdictions don’t want tests from internal assemblies—only for those that protect the premise.  Tim Cantwell from Woodinville says that the Department of Health (DOH) has made it more difficult by limiting the importance of internal assemblies.  Questions are being raised regarding water distribution systems monitoring and sending test notices, particularly internal assembly tests.  Snohomish building department and utilities have an agreement that allows the water purveyor representative to enter a building to determine what hazards can be protected internally.
The issue of the moral and legal responsibility of cross-connection specialist (CCS) was discussed regarding knowledge of hazards to the water supply.  The question was raised whether the CCS could be held legally, as well as, morally responsible if an incident were to take place.  Some in the Group believed that a CCS could be held responsible for both.
The issue of compliance of test reports that have not been returned came up.  Possible solutions available are shutting the water service off or apply fines.  Shutting the water service off where both fire and domestic are both combined into one might incur liability for both the CCS and water utility if a fire were to occur during that time.  It is technically illegal, though, for a house to be occupied if water is shut off to a house due to non-payment or any other reason.  There is the possibility that all new homes in the future may be required to have fireservice protection.
The credentials required for BATs to be placed on water purveyor’s list vary.  Some jurisdictions require a BAT certification number and its expiration date and test equipment certification.  Others additionally require a business license, contractor’s license or specialty plumbing license and liability insurance information before they can be placed on the purveyor public list.  Jason stated that a specialty license is helpful because that tester has to have a contractor’s license and liability insurance.  Mick Holte said that he wants to see liability insurance to protect Northshore Water District in case a fireservice is left off.
A list of all Group properties and their location was discussed.  Dennis McLaughlin wants those who know where different Group property is to email him that information.  The possibility of renting a small storage unit was suggested.
The next group meeting in Bellevue was discussed.  The meeting’s location and other information are located later in the newsletter along with a map.  The meeting will be an informal meeting where individuals will be given an opportunity to ask questions.  Judy Carter will be there to answer questions.
Port-a-potties were briefly discussed, particularly where they were dumped.  Where does the water come from that is used to flush them out? 
Bob Eastwood wrote up a brief summary of the one day seminar in Spokane February 19, 2009 as follows.

SRC4 16th Annual Seminar 2009
The 16th Annual Spokane Regional Cross-Connection Control Committee (SRC4) Seminar was held on February 19th at the Red Lion Hotel at the Park, in Spokane WA.  We had several group members attend the seminar Bob Eastwood, Doug Bucklin and Larry Holmes.  Dave Johnson opened the Seminar and, as in the past, they had a great line up of Guest speakers.  The first speaker was Allen Wilder who is the Region 7 American Backflow Prevention Association (ABPA) director.  He gave a power point talk on the ABPA.  Next was Leslie Moore who introduced herself as one of the deans at Green River Community College and has taken over the Washington Environmental Training Center (WETRC) office.

Here is a listing of the topic and speakers for the different sessions:

Scott Hallenberg / Tacoma Utilities-- “Water Purveyor’s Testing QA/QC Program”.

Garrett Yates /BMI-- “ Advantages of Contracting a Cross-Connection Specialist”.

Dave Cantrell/ Seattle King County Public Health-- “Uniform Plumbing Code Update”.

Denny Loop / SRC4-- “Backflow Assembly Testing and Diagnostics”.

Terri Notestine / DOH-- “ DOH Annual Update, Clarifications of Table 9 requirements”.

Tim Nogler/Managing Director Washington State Bldg. Code Council-- “ Private Residence Fire Sprinkler systems”

Denny Loop / SRC4-- “  Update of Recommendation for Winterizing Irrigation Systems”

All the guest speakers gave great talks.  The SRC4 Chair this year is Don Campbell.  They have a great website www.src4.org.  If you get a chance, logon and take a look at their website.  We hope to get some of these guest speakers at our Seminar in Oct. of 2009. 

Many thanks are given to Linda McMurphy and the City of Edmonds for sharing their facility and to Bob Eastwood and his summary of the SRC4 annual seminar.

The meeting adjourned at 11.46 p.m.

Bill Bruce, Secretary
The next meeting will be held in 
City of Bellevue
2901 115th Ave NE
Bellevue WA
on March 18, 2009

Doug Bucklin
425-452-5208
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WWCCPP GTROUP ATTENDANCE
FEBRUARY 18, 2009
	NAME
	COMPANY
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Barr, Scott
	City of Monroe
	360-863-4546
	sbarr@ci.monroe.wa.us

	Brown, Ron
	R A Brown Backflow Testing
	425-821-6801
	rabrownbft@yahoo.com

	Cantwell, Tim
	Woodinville Water District
	425-487-4125
	tcantwell@woodinvillewater.com

	Flaherty, Patrick
	City of Renton
	
	

	Foreman, Fred
	City of DuPont
	253-912-5251
	fforeman@ci.dupont.wa.us

	Forsmark, Karen
	West Sound Utility District
	360-876-25 45
	kforsmark@wsud.us

	Gonzales, Mary
	Clearwater Backflow Testing
	425-773-1414 (cell)
	Petergon1@yahoo.com

	Holte, Mick
	Northshore Utility Dist.
	425-398-4417
	mholte@nud.net

	Main, Robert
	On-Site Testing
	360-671-1557
	onsitetesting@yahoo.com

	McLaughlin, Dennis
	Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Assembly Service
	206-364-9531
	mclaughlinbackflowtesting@msn.com

	McMurphy, Linda
	City of Edmonds
	425-771-0235-1644
	mcmurphy@ci.edmonds.waus

	Miller, Dan
	Three Lakes Water
	425-334-6263
	danielmiller07@comcast.net

	Moe, Jason
	BATman Testing
	206-228-1618
	

	Ottow, Jordan
	City of Monroe
	360-863-4546
	jottow@ci.monroe.wa.us

	Parks, Casey
	Silver Lake W.D.
	425-750-9854
	cparks@slwsd.com

	Schank, Ryan
	Snohomish County PUD
	425-783-8916
	rlschank@snopud.com

	Walston, Rocky
	City of Bonney Lake
	253-447-4313
	walstonr@ci.bonney-lake.wa.us

	Young, Lewis
	Aacra Testing
	425-334-4507
	lewisyoung@msn.com


	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	2009 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise.               

Business meetings to precede the topic

	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	January 21, 2009
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

10:30-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	February 18, 2009
	Irrigation Systems and Related Issues
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St SW

Edmonds, WA
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	March 18, 2009
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, test report issues,

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE 

Bellevue WA

10:00- 12:00
	Jason Moe



	April 15, 2009
	Chemical / Soap systems
	Seattle Center

Harrison St

Seattle, WA 
	Julio Moran

Seattle Center

206-255-7643

	May 20, 2009
	Table Nine Issues and Facilities
	City of Tumwater City Hall

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA
	Dennis Winchell

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA 

	June 17,  2009
	Authority Having Jurisdiction Issues
	Sandy Love               

City of Mercer Island  

9611 SE 36th Street
	

	July 15, 2009
	Fireservice Design and the difficulties of proper installation


	Woodinville Water District 17238 Woodinville-Duvall Rd.  Woodinville, WA 
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water District

(425) 487-4125

	August 19, 2009
	Annual Picnic

Methods for public Information and sending questionnaires out with water bills.
	Grass Lawn Park, 7031 148th Ave NE 98052  Redmond, WA
	Kathy Caldwell

425-556-2847

	September 16, 2009
	Porta-ot pump trucks—where do they get water and where do they dump.


	Issaquah, WA
	Todd Freeman

	October 14, 2009
	Annual Seminar


	La Quinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Mick Holte (chair), Tim Cantwell, Al Cohen, Doug Bucklin, Dennis McLauchlin, and Bob Eastwood

	November 18, 2009
	Annual Business Meeting--Elections

(Election of 2009 Group Officers)
	Northshore Utility District

6830 NE 185th St

Kenmore, WA
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	December 16, 2009
	2010 Agenda and Planning
	Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
	Casey Parks

Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
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